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THE REVEREND AND 


Learned my Honoured Father 
M- Hz nay Hurs ry, 
Miniſter of the Goſpel at 
| Mickleton in Glouc:ſhire. 


Y 


Much honoured F ather, 
=== Ooks claim a juſt title to 


BY 
4 
» 


a Dedicatory commen- 
datton,whether this title 
be juſt jwre natural, or 
by Preſcription, I intend 
not to diſpute with this 
ſmall piece which cals it ſelfe mine, 
and claimes the ſame portion which 0- 
thers have beene (ent into the world 
with; I will not deny it's requeſt , 
chough I might have ſo done, face it | 


A 2 appeares 
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appeares inthe world without my ple- 
nary con{erit )' it ſhall have it's Due: 
Nor will I be unjuſt, or unthankfull to 
you who have the cleareſt , and faireſt 
title to this Homage, for if either 
Greatneſſe or Goodnefle be a juſt 
claime, your's is the juſteſt ; it Great- 
nefle of obligations be a goc1 title, 
None may contend with you ; a Fa- 
ther's oblizations on a Sonne are confeſ- 
ſealy greateſt. 1f Goodnefle, and Bene- 
ficence be the beſt claime , I muſt cell 
the world, your right to this is ſuch, 
There cannot be a better Patron then 4 
Good Father . If I addeno more to ſer 
out your worth, (beſtdes I prevent the 
lofing my ſclfe in the Dedication , and 
the diſproportioning the Frontiſpice 
ro the building,) I ſhall cut off the jea- 
lous ſurmiſes of an uncharitable world 
( which will ſuſpect there is none 10 
g00d , becauſe they are fo few.) And 
( which I moſt intend) reſerve more 
roome for thePracticke part ofthat ho- 
nour 


—— GR 
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nour and obedience which I owe you. 


I cannot more doubt your reception of 
this, then I can your reception of 
my felte, and to entreat for this , 
{1 thinke ) were to detract from the 
repute of a tender Father which you 
delerve. What 1t wants of worth, 1 

it ſelfe, will be more fully, and.eatily 
made up, whuleſt it hath the riting 
advantage of a Sonne's aftections, 

( whoſe willingneſle makes his leſt 
eſlay of thankfulnefle worth accep- 

ting ,) and whileſt it hath the graines 
of allowance which a Fathers kind- 
neſle will caſt in to make up the 
weight, 

Sr, theſe firſt fruits bei ing judged 
ripe ſooner then I thous: 2ht, and fo 
gathered ( much 2gainſt my will.) and 
having been offered firſt in the Tem- 
ple for the honour of God , and the 
ſervice of his {pirituall Te mple, are 
now in this handtull lett to you, as 


that portion which I might not with- 
A3 3 hold 
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hold from you , andas the firſt fruits | q 
duly offered did procure a bleſſing - ; 
on the offerer, ſo I hope itwill fare 
with your Sonne, who nothing doubts 
your bleſſing will be on his head, and 

a. 6+ doubtst will. as Facob's, prevaile 4. 
bove the bleſſings of your Progeni- 
tours, for the abundant encreaſe of 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace on 


From Merton 
Coll. Puly 6. Your Obedient Sonne 
1659, 


Huvanay HunsrT. 


EPISTLE 
TOTHE 
SS a © = 


Y requeſt is to thee ( leaſt 
1 aecerve thy expettation ) 
not to expett from me , (who 
affett plainneſſe 4 ſpeech and 
attions ) any tedious Apelc- 

| geticall Preface , much leſſe 
| any ſuperfiuons flattering Pan-gyricks. Onely 
let me acquaint thee wit h the ingagement that 

; Gies upon megto premiſe a few things concerning 
the publication of this Lear ned and elaborate 
Worke. The Author ſufficiently known to 
my ſelfe and many others, to be a Gedly, Lear- 
| ned, and Orthodox Divine through his modeſt y 
and low opinion of himſelfe, denycd for a long 
| time bus conſent to the mak;ing of theſe Ser- 
mons of publick, uſe, and had [nppreſt the 
altoget her but that through tmportunity 7 

prevailed 
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prevailed withlim. That ancient relation 7 
have, 4s of a T «tor to a Scholar (which in tim 
and (ach who prove low:ll ts my glory and re- 
goreemg } and thole a: AYe aff, li ns] b: are t0- 

wards him at leagth made him to yecld te ny 
froguems ſellicitatiors, that this work: melt 

oe Prin: Ad r th pablick,r o:04 And I nover 
bad yet (7 ither do 1 think » ever ſh ll) CHIC 
taine the lcaſt repenting thy PI Tht for caur(in 27 
ſuch choice Sermons to be ma [; ef C038: 10 
an: 4 benefit. 

Concerning the Sermins having Tn 
of them fr.m the Polo , and ſince deliberate, 
read them all ver: rwo or three particalars 7 
opſerve in an eſpeciall manner, as appeares by 
m_ account that followeth, 

« The ſcaſonablen'ſſe of the DYoacn; TILL, 
this fubj & againſt the blindneſſe ofa natu- 
rall man, and concernins the {infulneſt- of 
Sin, both Original! and Acuall both which ate 
words ſpck-u 1 ſcalon, ernſtaering that nw 
adaics Pelacius, Arminius, 'Socinus, ans 1- 
ther Heretichs of the Tame litter are revivel 
ard they f Uowers (as if they ha: | 0:4 a facul- 
tie in the Carrt if arromentation) on'ſirip and 
oe beyond their maſters 1 orrors and hb reſt F. 
Rut as in Zacharies Vifen thre were foure: 


Carpenters to tr ay the {ourc hornes which ; 


ic; attered * 


ITh:. 
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[tie 
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of th: 


To the Reader, 


ſcattered Judah: {o God raiſeth up many vali- 
at Champions of his truth why © crie aloud , , 
Cp — L, 
and ſpare not Iifring up their voices like : 
Trumpets againſt the abomination of the 
times. What was jadiciuns Carthwrights 
Arorto for Zion's ſake 1 will not hold my 
peace abiaes upor the hearts of the faithfeellt 
Amiſters of the __—_ Th 7 dare nut bz: 
fol ar 13 God's cauſe. b ut thry maks i it their bz. (Þ)Tit.x, 
finiſſe ( as the Ap-ſtl: exhorts) * tO CUNVINCC PX Tit 1 
Gainfayers: <To itop _ mouthes,dto re-;, * 
buke them ſharply ec c:#11mg/y: Which (9) Ti.t.13 
Scriptures doe nit in the leaſt conntenanc: FR. 2 7/6 
T uleration, nor any other Scripture that I know dureus 
of: now ehe Lord bath raiſed ap the ſpirit of Ymiiuas. 
this Lrarned Brother, to lop « if the Hy: ira of 
Hlcrefics to ſtand fer the tr; erh at ſuch a ti me 
as this ts, [ cannit ler pa ſe withort ſpectall Ob- 
ſervation. When Ori inall {in 18 ac; Lat : by 
ſome with pr. at confi, lence, naturall mons ah1t- 
[ities tov highly advanced, x Tr Pag an's td and 
dowry | plead. d for,and charity Lwiſht up9 (u:ch 
beyon1 | all Scripture rul, ſurely a con'utati:n 
now muſt needs be beautifull in its ſralin, aud 
Aw ord lo t 'tly ſpok. 2 W ay ho | ell eemn: d 1:he Ap=- 
IP! es of Gold in pictures of Liver. 
2. Adds h.reunto the "ann ſcfuln([: 


i of th: Dofirine d:l;vered That men ol gre < 
tel 


” 
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teſt acuteneſſe and abilitie for natural! 
parts,and of beſt 1r-provement by education 
cannot make a right and full diſcovery of 
indwelling Lult without the Spirit of God 
revealing it by the Law. Thu Dvttrine us 
of great wſt, ang {erves to pluck down the cr-[t 
of the proud-(t Scholar who ts a ttranger from 
the life of God. Alen may attaine unto 
4s treat parts as Ariitorle and Plato, and yet 
be mere iqnoramnſſ:ſ[es in Original ſim, How 
Adam's {in & ors, how we were 14 his loines, 
and that fin committed in his perſon was likg- 
Wiſe committed in «1r nature, and propagated 
end derived upon all h:s poſterity: This no man 
can lcarne in Ariltotle or Platoe's Schoole: 
We muſt have recourſe unto the Law of God 
The Apoſtle*s determination ts infallible For 1 


(e)Rom.7. had not known Luſt except the Law had 


7. 


faid, Thou ſhalt n-»c cover. 

3. Up-n peri {all of the while there's dexterity 
of jnagment: This Authur awves a rational ac- 
of the truth by evidence of reaſ-as ſclid and 
fſrneworns as 1. Becauſe a Marurall man 
makes uſe of a crooked rule: Fs own rea- 
fea 5 bus rule, an41 that perverted and blinded: 
And if the blind lead the blind both muſt 
fall into rhe ditch, 2. Fccarſe this fintu;- 
r:clſe of indwciling lu contiis nuch of ſpi- 
ri.uall 


To the Reader. 


rituall wickedneſle, and the naturall man in 
his igheſt improvement remaines carnall 
- and ſeniuall. A raterall man wants bus ege- 
fight: He # © darkreſe ir [clfe in the abſtract: (Fpph.c.x 
and 8 receiveth not the things of the ſpirit of ,4476) 
God. (2) 1Cor.2, 
Other more wighty Arge:ments ave urged; 14+ 
But by theſe m:ntuoned you have a taſte of the 
reſt: And [will not preoccupate my Reader . 
4 +41» the fourth and laſt place, 1 take nuice 
| of the Candor , Modeſty, and Moderation of the 
Amthor. Though bee is zealous 1u Gods canſe,yet 
meeke in his own as Moſes was. 1 ſeenct in 
any particular where he gives ground, or relin- 
quihheth his colours: But as farre as I can 
apprehend, he hath beaten his adverſaries out of 
| the field : yet he hathl- arned from the Apoſtle 
zo bſpcak the truth in love,c> roi reſtore, fuch (l) Epb.4, 
as are overtaken, in the ſpirit of meekneſle. 6G POO 
| He uſeth ſoft words, and hard Arguments, as LE 
kyowing that a flint is ſooner broken pun a pil- 
low then on an anvil. Upon a ſerios review of 
* the whole 1 find no birt +51 ſſe, no revileing lan- 
grage nor perſonall reflexions : He diſcarderh 
all ſuch waies of ar7wng, fearing leaſl ſuch dend 
| flies might marre the whel: box of ojntment. 
Wherefore upon this conſideration of the Pre- 
1 miſſes (I commend tg thee Reader) a ſerious 
Perulall 
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Peruſall of theſe excellent Sermons following. / 
And if 1 miſt aks not(unleſſe it be thy ownfavlt ) 
thou wilt reap mnch ſpirituall acvantage, and - Yo 
wilt be more eſtabliſhed in the truth. 1 muſt 52 
profeſſe what Ithink, (be it to the diſparagement 
of none) that bygreading theſe Sermons aud a- 
nother in Late Homogeneous to this ſub-, 
jet, of a Rever:nd Dottor eminent for Godly- | 
DrEdward neſſe and Learning, 1 have found more [atiſ= | 
Reynolls faf{ion,and confirmation,then by other Sermons 
4 "es © Treatiles have yet met with apon that Ar- | 
wry gument. I adde no more but commend thee f 
Homo \( Reader ) to the gracious proviaence of God, 2 
heartily deſireins that thy [oule may thrive the * 
better for what is here publiſhed, ſo pray=. 


th, | 


Thy ſervant for Chriſts | 


—— 


4 


Pry 


{ake 
I N, 
HENRY WILKINSON hust 
OXFORD his | 
ter: 


From Magdalen Hall 
Fuly 6, 165 9. 
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ALLELE BEE: 
SERMON 7X 


Rom. 7. v. 7.latter parrt. 
For I had not knowne Luſt, except th: Law 
had ſaid Thou ſhalt nit Covers 


num He Great Doctrine of our 
! al Goſpell freedome from the 
WI Law (which the miſtaken 
Jew did dangerouſly ſtum- 
ble at) being laid downe by 
— theApoſtle,in that apt ſimili- 
{tude of a woman freed from the Lay ofher 
* Fhusband, to which ſhe was obliged during 
Jhis life , in che five firſt verſes of this Chap- 
ter: and being ſummarily concluded in that 
poſitive aſſertion of the Apoſtles, in the 6. 
verfe,former part of it, Now we are delivered 
om the Law + The Apoſtle might here have 
ended his Sermon, and the Chapter,bur thar 
it was m— he ſhould vindicare this Do- 
B Arine 
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Arine of our freedcme from the Law, from 
rwo great objections, which the Jew |} þ, 
thought he might reaſonably , and which he' J 
did continually caſt in the Apoſtle's way F jr 
againſt this Doctrine. The firſt of theſe ob- F 1, 
jeCtions, is intimated Proleprically , and an- F of 
ſwered ſolidly, in this 7. verſe of the Chap- 7 JT; 
ter: ſo that the Text read is the Jewes ob- Z jx 
jection againſt the Apoſtle's dorine , and Þ yy; 
the Apoſtle's ſolution of it, The -Objection y 

is thus propoſed , If we are( as you Paxl a* 4 ſel 
verre ) delivered from the Law, then the 

Law is evill; for deliverance 1s onely from * ga 
that which is evill, were we removed from | qy 
a good, it would not be a deliverance,buta | ze 
loſſe and dammage; if then the Lay be evill, } cip 
what evill is it? Is it finne? Hereis the Ob. ; 
jection, intimated in the former part of this ” hu, 
7.verſe. The Apoſtles anſwer is full of holy mo 
indignation at the impiety, and wickedneſle 7? the 
of the Objection , God forbid ; and full of : car 
clearneſſe and ſolidity againſt the ſeeming ; 
{trength of it, diſcovering the right -ufe of -; 
this Law which cannot be fin, though Sin ha 


1 he Lu poghe eccaſion from the Law to be exceeding 2 


ſnfull. And this the Apoſtle confirmes , ſpo 
becauſe, and 
1. The Law diſcovers and manifeſts this ix { 
workeY - 
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mM J} worke of darkneſle , I had not knowne finne, 
WW 7 bat by the Law, faith Paul. 
he JF 2, The Law prohibits all finne, even Luſt 
ay Þ it ſelfe, it ſaith, 7h: alt nor Cover : In this 
b- & latter part of the Apoſtle his anſwer , aſfi- 
n- F gning the right,proper,& genuine uſe of the 
ip- 2 Law, lyeth my worke ; andere I can ſet to 
»b- Z it, 1 muſt premiſe three or foure things by 
nd > way of Explication , or at leaſt poine chem 
10N | out, ( for they are very obvious of them- 
'a* \4 ſelves.) 
the 1. Who ſpeaketh , 7 Parl, a man of ripe 
om * naturall parts, and of as well improved, ac- 
om * quired parts, as any, yet ſtilla Phariſce, and 
Uta | Zealous of the Law,according to their prin- 
vill, 2 ciples,and interpretation of the Law. 
b- i 2. How heexpreſſeth himſelfe , / had not 
this * knowne; in a_tenſe that look's ſomewhar 
ily 4 more then to whart is paſt ; having an eye to 
efle 7 the future, and what would have been; ic 
Ilof: carries init 
ings 12-HisPaſt ignorance,1did not then know. 
e of 2.His future ignorance,he ſhould not yer 
$183 have knowne, if the Law, &c. 
ding 3. Had not ſaid, i.e. ifir bad not atlaſt, 
nes ,F ſpoken in other language then the Scribes, 
and Phariſees made it ein, they made 
this F it ſpeake in the lirerall: found 3; bur now 
orkeY + B 2 God 


Erxplic. 


1.TheSped- 
ker Paul. * 


2. Howbe 
expreſ]eth 
bimſclfe, 
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Arine of our freedeme from the Law, from 
rwo great objections, which the Jew F þ, 
| | thought he might reaſonably , and which he' J 
Wl | did continually caſt in the Apoltle's way F jr 
'' againſt this Doctrine. The firſt of theſe ob- F 1, 
| | jeQtions, is intimated Proleptically , and an- gr 
ſwered ſolidly, in this 7. verſe of the Chap- Z 7 
ter: ſo that the Text read is the Jewes ob- Z jr 
| jection againſt the Apoſtle's doErine , and 3 wy; 
Wd the Apoſtle's ſolution of it, The -Objection 
\T is thus propoſed , If we are( as you Paxl a> 


-— aA 
ha © 
ES 


tis verre ) delivered from the Law, then the | 
ul | Law is evill; for deliverance 1s onely from * ga 
| that which is evill, were we removed from + qy 
a good, it would not be a deliverance,but a } 7e 
loſſe and dammage; if then the Lazy be evill, 3 cp 
on | what evill is it? Is it finne? Hereis the Ob- . 
"0 jeRion, intimated in the former part of this * ky 
| 7.verſe. The Apoſtles anſwer is full of holy 4 mo 
| A at the impiety, and wickedneſle 7 the 
| of the Objection, God forbid; and full of ? car 
if clearneſſe and ſolidity againſt the ſeeming 
| " {trength of ir, diſcovering the right -ufe of® - 
| this Law which cannot be fin, though SinZ ha 
| The LW rogke occaſion from the Law to be exceedingfYY 1 
| fon, ad (F411 . And this the Apoſtle confirmes,F ſpo 
| why, becauſe, and 
3. The Law diſcoyers and manifeſts this ix { 
worke | 
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worke of darkneſle , I had not knowne finne, 
©} bat by the Law, ſaith Paul. 

he 2. The Law prohibits all ſinne, even Luſt 
ay } it ſelfe, it ſaith,7h-« alt nor Cover : In this 
b- & latter part of the Apoltle his anſwer , aſfi- 
n- F gning the right,proper,& genuine uſe of the 
ip- 2 Law, lyeth my worke ; andere I can ſet to 
b- Z it, 1 muſt premiſe three or foure things by 

way of —_— , or at leaſt point them 

out, ( for they are very obvious of them- 
- ſelves.) j , ae 
the 1. Who ſpeaketh , / Parl, a man of ripe =#plic. 
om * naturall parts, and of as well Nbaeter 1. —_ 
'om + quired parts, as any, yet ſtilla Phariſee, and Ou 
ut a } Zealous of the Law,according to their prin« 
vill, ciples,and interpretation of the Law. 


> © 
” 8 
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Jb- 2. How heexpreſſeth himſelfe , / had not * 0% - 

this * knowne, in a tenſe that look's ſomewhar try 

ily 4 more then to whar is paſt ; having an eye to 

eſle 7 the future, and what would have been, ic 

ll of } carriesinir 

ung 1. His Paſt ignorance,1did not then know. 

e off 2.His future ignorance,he ſhould not yet 

$183 have knowne, if the Law, &c. : 

ding 3. Had not ſaid, i.e. ifir had not atlaſt, het art 

nes ,F ſpoken in other language then the Scribes, expref. { 
and Phariſees made it ein, they made | 

this it ſpeake in the licerall: found ; bur now 

rkeY - Bz God 
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Paul heare, in the Spirituall ſenſe and mea- 
ning of it ; in that voice which God cauſech 
a conyinced , and cor.verted ſoule to heare ; 
in other kind of ſpeech then any of the Pha- 


rifkees ( who made void the Law ) would * 


heare, Pax/ had often {no doubt) read the 
Law and this very prohibition roo, yet now 
he underſtands what then he did not, that 
the Law ſaid, 
4 Whatis Thou ſhalt not Covet : The Apoſtle uſeth 
means by firſt a wordof more Generall {1gnification, 
the Law» 7 þad not knowne finne. and then Exepetical- 
4," ly, and proleprically addeth , what might il- 
wot Cover, luſtrate his meaning,and prevent an objetti- 
on : for'ſin is dilcoverable by the hight of 
nature, that Starre light which they had 
who yet were darkneſle, 
EV. How then is it appropriated to the Law ? 
A.1, 1. Sininthe fullextent, and compaſle of 
it, as aQtuall, is onely diſcovered by the 
Law ; for many ſins they accounted yertues, 
and many they excuſed wich harmleſſe in- 


God hath made it ſpeake , and hath made | 


£ 


! 


: 
z 


differency , which yer the Law condemned. } 


2. 2. But indeed the Apoſtle principally in- 
tenderh che ſinning ſinne . in it's firit motis 


ons, and workings , ard init's indwelling : } 


That corrupt principle of luſt and fin, which 
3 is 


is1 


* an 


ade 
ea- 
ech 
re 8 


ha- 


| 


- Originall ſin,or corruption of nature, thus 


uld * 


he 
W; 
at 
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is rooted in the ſoule and work's in our life, Ka)+Zo7,4 


and is ordinarily known by the name of 9eccatum_ 
vocabit vis 


' . tium ori- 
* Pareus on the place: this premiledI gather ,;,j, Pec= 
up the Doctrine from the words, catorum 


That men of preateſt acuten:ſſe, and a- aliorum 
bility for naturall parts,and of beſt improvement m_ & 
by education , cannot make a right, and full mn mae 
diſcovery of Orinmall fin, of inawelling Inſt, in 1, 
without the ſpirit of God revealing it by the Dcfrine. 
law. 

Luſt or ſinning fin is a myſterie of iniqui- 
ty, which the moſt peircing naturall eye, 
with beſt humane advantages never did, 
never cou:d yet, or ever will be ableto 
diſcover. 

Concupiſcence is ſufficiently diſcoverable 
by no other eye, nor by other light then 
that che holy ſpirit of God giveth us to 
ſee with: The knowledge of ſinne as here 
Paul knew it, as a Regenerate ſoule doch 


2 know it, is not within the compaſſe of rhe 
# higheſt improved naturall man, he cannot 


- & take the height, nor mete out the lengeh, 
at 


and breadth,nor fathome the depth of 
corruption which is in our natures; he can- 


J not 'tell how this old man was conceived 
# formed and producedin us he cannot derive 


B 3 the 
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the Pedigree of this antient infamous houſe. 7 no 


It is onely and peculiarly the worke of the 7 th 


- 


Meihad of \pirit, and word of God to diſcover this to'$ ev 


Proceeding. a man. In handling this truth 1 will * an 
I, 1. Shew it to be the Doctrine of this text 

and of others in the Scripture. * na 

2. 2, Farther confirme it by the exemplary * w: 

miſtakes of the ſeverall forts of men who | fo! 

-have pretended(and might if any could pre- | hz 

tend) moſt to all knowledge, and to this do 

alſo al 

3. 3- Enquire what particularly they never | no 

did, or could eyer diſcover &c. in 

4 *- 4. Rationally demonſtrate why they © ha 
could not or ever will be able without the : 

eſpeciall ſanctifying, and enlightning vertue * im 

of the ſpirit of God to diſcerne it. = we 

5 5. Point out ſome conſiderable differen- © w: 

ces between the knowledge which a naturall * ha 

improved man as Pal before converſion, & his 

and a regenerate ſancifyed ſoule , as Paxt |: an 

after converſion, hath of thisſin.And then W: 

6. - . 6. Cloſethe whole matter in a praCticall F pr 

and uſefull application. 2 nit 

3.Thicie x. 1 fay then that this is the Dotrine of # thi 

theDoarine the text, That the beſt naturall parts,higheſt I tri 

—_ improved without the ſpirit of God enlight-J dil 

Scriptures, Bing him by the law cannot now , could} in; 


nor 
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zuſe. 7 not ever, nor ever will be able to diſcover 
f the © the corruption of our natures. 1 mul: then 
is to'F evidence this whole matter {rom Pax!'s ex- 

* ample, and cleare confeſlion, / [aid 
text ® | The greateſt acuteneſle, and «bility of 

* nature, ] fuch was Pas/'s natural] ability, he 
:ary ©: was 4 man of moſt pregnant, and ripe parts, 
who | tor he aſſures us thar he profited above many 
pre- | hb equalls : his outſtripping them {if any ——_— 
this doubt it) aſſurech us,he was befriended with 

, a lacge portion of naturall abilities, he had 
ever | not 1o outrun thoſe who ſtarted with him 

in therace, ifa greater [trength and ſpeed 

they © had nor ficred him for the race. 
tche | 1f1 farther ſaid thar ſuch parts| with beſt 
rtue : 1mprovement,] I faid no-more then ] might 

= well warrant trom Paxls example , for he 
ren- © wanted not the advantage ot education ; he 
arall 7 had a Maſter whoſe learning had fer him 
on, 4 high in the eſteeme of the people, 4s 5.34. 
Paxl : and at his feet Pax! was brought up, nor 
n was he a dunce in this ſchoole,he made ſuch 
icall F progreſſe that he was eminent for his lear- 

2 ning, whence Feſtx« charitably interprets 
ne of Þ the Apoſtle pleading his own cauſe, and the Nexas' as 
beſt F truth (which Feſt: underſtood not) as the yeduuem 
ght-J diſcourſe of one to be pittied for overſtudy-is wariey 
ould} ing himſclte ; and who had more learning 4p+17g6mu 
nog | Fes then 
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then he could manage, As 26. 24. 


did?) I ſay but what Paul ſaith of himſelte, 
for time paſt he did nor, if I adde { nor ever 
can] I ground it on the Apoſtle his expre- 
fon, which includes more then the paſt 
time, had not known, and looke's to time to 
come for *tis in the Pluſquam perfettum. 

1fj adde[ Without the ſpirit enlightning the 


{ without more then common i[[umination |] 


the common i1l[umination of the ſpirit while 
| 2a Phariſee, yer, did not then underſtand,as 
| now he doth, the corruption of nature : 
#1 He didwhile unregenerate heare the law, bur 


"144 law, and ſpirit, jointly informing, and in- 
li | {trucing him; & without this the beſt parts, 


Il | equall to Paz!'s will never ſully diſcoyer 
1 {1nmns ſin. 
Nor do we want other teſtimony from 


WH Dotrine 


purel, mellageanderrand to the ewes. 
Ezc&.16.2,3,4. He muſt declare to them, 


—_ 
i yg CR 
= 
I —_ — — _ - 


of 


Did I ſay ſuch parts fo improved [| never 


bs & {oule] none I hope will doubt it: bur if 1 fay : 


ly | 
is | have proofe from Pal, who had no doubt : 
| 


"T1 now regenerate he heare's the voice of the © 


with the beſt improvement, though both 


proved from SCripture: The Law and Prophets beare wit- | 
other $1rip: neſle to this truth, view what was Ezckiel's | 


that their Birthand Nativity was of the land | 


- 


The N 
4 0{\C ona aturall ma 
: gs MAAN th : n's * 
fe, ir mie an ther father Biladngs , 
Ver wr” _ a &c.In err and 
Yre- ate 1 ,& curled allegori 
$ mn ſer forth as is _ of rhe! _—_? - natura 
e to © place on Sole d others: or of io. inSordibe 
, w_ 4. Thou _ thy oy 1 nizs on the cu ws 
the ye: poll:1t 10n of {i ſt by WaArure ae 1.46 nor cat cum, infr- 
od Fra menenep eden neey onus yt hrs 
0 s comm ; pur e an irate C= 
al 6 ſuchawi f 7 parry by Peter Maw Fun.in 
hile $ him AS - en beliw fon did man m _ Nec | 
d.as for her ſtat rift when _ mor nd TY 
_ : $nto0 Chriſt «var what ſhe arryed the I 
E 16.ch Li and,is de(cri WAS befe ch; 'am diſpa 
ft | 160d Ef — C 
the © m de ſatisfatt 0 this Eſſeni <kiel in th (vo coni 
n= procatar{tica 6. 3. Sf oy — gio indi- 
po nb chr ef miferianefires - 3+ Carſon Clit 
oth ſcriptio "py perti Ya que Dei mi- _—— 
yer [ —_— ate 1 16.3,6. The: graphica illa Gan =_ 
; reely at,and untill grace wa (infull le oſmodie? 
| _ 1s re | mm pen. prevent —— 
| deſcription Ft ented by ie it, 1s that _—_— 
_ e's = wretched = Allegoriall - hel 
_ of its pe Gy and caſt .. eſe, infant gn; fon 
q rhears leclar on. And alle to the loa- m— 
eclare it,as a ne © feruſalew this the pro- CET de» 
not knewn,or Ms declares m—_ dg 16.cap, 
EE 0G ſufficient! fore w Pet, M ; 
[> y know as ls artyy 
n;there- , com. cl, 
fore pats 


m—y 
_ 
— 
oo 


10 The Naturall man's Blindneſe. 


fore the Lord ſends him with this command 
make them know- (NN ) as ithe had faid 
they are1gnorant,it mult be toid, and dec la- 
| red to them, they] not know it elſe;nay far- 
' ther they are incredulous, they will not be- 


much the Caldee Paraphraſt intimates in his 

Sloiſe on the text ( »5ryp FYy M2 

ny t52wv)Now it is Jeruſalem,faich the He- 

Diſcepzavit Þ*eW text, they are the inhabitants of Jecu- 

| | probuvit, ſalem , ſaith the Paraphraſt, perſoas which 

If i! | radarguir, lived where God was known, where the te- 

| {timony of the Lord was,whicher the Tribes 

Welt | did goe up;they were. the perſons who pro- 

WES | feſſed to know God, and which boaſted in 

WH | the law, which were Jeyes inſtituted in the 

knowledge of the Law ( as Pal was betore 

converſion) yet theſe perſons are ignorant, 

and know nor, are incredulous, and believe 

not, untill the Prophet declare that they 

may know, and prove it that they may be- 

heve their birth to be of the land of Canaan: 

So the Prophet fercmiah c. 17. roundly af- 

ſert's that the $in which is graven on the tar 

ble of their heart,verſ.1 which makes the heart 

| deſperately wicked.v.9.makes it alſo deceit» 

| full above all things, Ir is a riddle which 
| 
| 


none can read; who can know iz? the Prophet 


lieve it ; unleſle thou prove it to them; ſo © 


challenperh © 


: chi 
| wh 

Ag 
* &r 


ne 
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nand | challengeth the whole world of men to ſay 
faid & whether any among them can underſtand it? 
ecla- © Againe St Paul who underſtood this Do- 
far- * &rine as well as any, laies down the ſinful- 
- be- © neſlſe of our natures, Rom. 3. 10; there # 

ſo © none righteous no not one, none that underſtan- 
1 his © deth or that ſecheth after God, &c. A very 
9173 - high charge ſuch as proud Philoſophy will 
He- not beare, and weak eyed Thyloſophy can- 
2*rw- not ſee:How then is this known ? how is it 
bich provedwhy it zs written, v.10. former part, 
're- _ Andby the Law i the knowledg of ſin, v.20. 
ibes - ſurely what David faith of that providence 
YWo- | which ſuffer's «t ſir bene mal & male bonis, 
lin | P[. 73.16, 17. 1s very eminently true of 
the © this fin; when men think to know this with- 
out going into the Sanftuary of God, it is 
int, .. t00 painfull for them: Nay if they goe into 
eve _ theSanRuary, and enquire as the Phariſees, 
as the carnall Jew, did enquire, they will 
be- : come out as very fooles, and as ignorant as 
an: > they went in: andit iamea- go: 
* ſuringcaſt,they'l proudly boaſt ws Ty 
tar that others were _ _ los in _ conceptos 
art * gether in ſin, but not they, fobhn & natos efle,quos natura 
elit -- 4, For the Ge, =_ infignirer notafſer Chem, 
ich # of opinion that none were con- ; 
hex © gcived or borne in fin but ſuch as nature 
eth 4 | ; - . had 

4 


” w_ 


3 


= 
7? 
oo 
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hadBranded.The ſame doth. # 2idiws Hunni- 2 
Ab agnat3 ix loc.obſerve roo: & foh: Hornbeck Sum: | 
pravitate conzrover/.1.2. which is ageinit the Jewes,and | 


ſe pulch:e,h.; fi ; 
brow their Judaiime hath ranked this Quettion, 


eſſe (entie- *” ; - 
bant Phari forties nature humane gnde omnes homines na{= 


ſei, Hunnis carter cum peccato originali ? among one of 

= ins, the controverſies. berween us and themin 
which they deſend the Negative, and we 
maintaine the Affir mative. 

Thus will every man miſtake who hath 
not the ſpirit of God whcſe office it is to ccur- 

Fohn 16.8, Vince of ſin, eſpecially of thoſe ſins which are 
not eaſily diſcerned, It is more then evi- 
dent, that before conviction we doe not ſee, 
or confider of many notorious and habituall 
ſinnes;fuch as forall and looſe profeſſion, 
prophane and ſecure Libertiniſme , Groſle 
Idolatry in the Heathen: * How much more 
evident is it then that we ſhall never be able 
to diſcoyer ſecret, heart ſinnes, the under- 
ground and deep fountaine and ſpring of 
them. 

In a wotd, Divid a man well acquainted 
with his own heart, who was much in the 
ſearch of it, who was wont to commune with 
it, ſal. 4.4. diligent to hide the word init, 
Pſal. 119. 11. taken up with meditating on 

that 


An Peccatum . dams primeum fur commune *; 
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7 that word which diſcovers ſin, Pſ. 11 9.v.97. 


© $ Wiſer then his teachers, Pſal. 119. v. 99. 


uſed to learne of his reines in the night ſea- 


® ſons,when others were either ſecurely ileep-= 
- b ing,or(if awakened ) Politiquely contriving 
; the ſpeedieſt & ſureit way of accompliſhing 


their ſecular. and worldly delignes, then wag 


7 David lighting his candle , 5. e. his under- 


{tanding at the Lamp of God: then was he 
ſearching the darke receſles,and deep vaults 
of that heart which he knew was profound 
to deviſe and do wickedly. And now, one 
: wou!d think that fuch diligent ſearch ſhould 


!leave nothing undiſcovered , and that a man 


aſter this might ſay , that there was no guile 


+1n his heart , but his eye ſaw it & watched 
© over it ; But however a bold: and ignorant 


ſoule migh poſlib!y ſo thinke, and fay , ye 


.. David dareth not thinke, nor ſay ſo, but at- 
?rer all this diſtruſting his owne heart (which 


he knew too well to truſt it much) he brings 


Zit to God the ſearcher of hearcs, and rryer 
of Reines with earneſt ſuits that he would 
#deliver him from his guilefull heart, Pſalm. 
$139. .23,24.Search mee O Godrand know my 


art, try mee, and kyow my thr ughts :. and ſee 
if there be any way of wick;dncſſe in mee, and 


Uead m:e in the way everlaſting. Note David's 


earnelt- 
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earneſtneſſe, five times rogther he prayeth th 
that God would diſcover.himfſelfe, his heart all 
ro himfelfe , and deliver himſelfe from him- 3 m1 
ſelfe: for after all this diligence he is jealous 7 
there is, he knoweth poſſibly there may be, * we 
ſome whart of this guile, and hypocriſie. And ;; an 
now having heard ſuch witnefles, what far- © an 
ther need have wee ? Chriſtian, doth nor * co 
thy ſoule heare it ſelfe confeſling this cruth? * of 
Say, if it be fo difficulr for David, a man + TY 
np cp——_ by the Spiritof God internally, i th 
by the word of externally, and awa- ih 
kened by both joyntly , to find out his fin- * bu 
full heart, and nature , can it be leſſe then 7 
impoſlible for men who are { Mi 
Blind ſpiritually, having no eyes, th 
In the darke, having no light , ' ba 
Securely ileeping in {1n, not awakened, | an 
to diſcover , and find out ſufficiently that | of 
indwelling finne , this univerfall pravity in» * w: 
hering in his nature ? Let irthen ſtand a - £0 
eruth according to Scripture, that indwel- & m 
ling concupiſcence, this ſinning fin, is a my- I Þy 
ſtery of iniquity which the beſt naturall 2 tv 
parts, higheſt improved cannot now, bartt 7 be 
not yer, never will be able to diſcover, & P! 
which is the farit = propoſed : next let # £ 
us come to the ſecond which will be ano» &# #: 


ther 


e. 

yeth 
1eart 
him- 


ilous © 
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© ther confirmation of this truth,when we ſee 
3 all ſorts of beſt improved naturall men have 
E miſtaken in it. 

I. 1hen,as for the Gentile and Heathen 


this alſo had infected the mind, and fſoule , 
* bur that deepe filence which every where 
2 may be obſerved amongthe croud of their 
2 morall Writers, who ſpeake very little of 

the ſpring and fountaine of vice, when they 
' have ſpent many ſheets on the flreames 


and branches of it, is an undoubred witneſle 


,: of their ignorance, and if it were nota 


* worke too great to be diſpatched within the 

2 compaſſe of a Sermon, I might betow ſome 

$ more labour, then now I will, to evince this 

by undeniable inſtances, yer rake one or 

z two. How little doth Homer ſpeake ? or is 

© he not wholly ſilent in this ? and yer he is 

preferred ro ſome of the beſt morall Philo» 

© ſophers, Stoicks, or Academicks, for in 
Horace's judgement he beter tels us 

; Dnid 


2 Generall 


miſt.ke the 
knowledge, 
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Did fit Pulchrum quid Turpe,quid Vile,” For 


nd 101, bei 
Plenius &+ melins Chryſippo aut Crantore 31 al 
dicit. 2me; 


He that ſhould read Homer, and hope to © ids 
find any fatisfaftory account of this, will cor 
ſurely caſt him off at laſt;& ſay,he bath loſt the 
his labour, and knowes now as little as Ho- thi 
race himſelfe did of this by his reading, and do 
revolving Trojani Bells Scriptorem . -Well 
Chry/ippus the ſecond Stoick Philoſopher for - 
eminency, 9: fulcire put atuy Porticam(as 
Cicer, Acad. 1.4. quoted by Mr Gataker in 
Prelog. ad Annot. in M. Antonin. ) and of © 
Luert.!. 7. whom Laertins fay's & jw) 33 fv xovorr Gr EX 
« i» 2e , He hath falne ſhort of Homer in wil 
the Diſcovery, 21d Pulchrum, Quid Tur- 11 
pe Ge. Crantor allo, who was no ſmall babe ſor 
in moraliry,if either our Poet may be judge; , the 
who citeth him as one yery eminently be- me 


| or. 


fore others in his diſcouſe of vertue and © 


| vice, orif Ciceroand Panetins (Maſter or Ret 


friend to Twbero) may be judge, who tell us 7 
of a booke of this Crantor, which was, Now Pc! 


|| magnns at Anreolus= & qui ad verbum eft pre 


ediſcendas , and yet Homer fpeakes , Plenius Fto 
& melins, Quid Pulchram, uid Turpe,&c, I 
So that now we may hope cither Homer, $45 


P's 
tile, | 


at ore 


rr Or 


doe, 
/ be- 
and 
r or 
1! us 
New 
» eſt 
Crt, 
Fc 
mer, 
or 


- conſtitution of that matter, of #991 94 


as who rightly know it ; But how much 


F 
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For Hurace trom H: mer 1s able ro Give us the 
$ beit account of this matrer : either of which 


#1 aſſure you, are farre from a competent 


*meaſure of knowledge, and from any con- 


-fiderable progrefle in the enquiry and diſ- 


courſe of this matrer.* And where * hat theſe workrew 
theſe , or ſuch as theſe do ſpeake of ;, z,../uly mentioned 
this ( beſides thar it is little ) they 1yacr Anth:Burgeſſeof 
do generally refolve it into a Origin:Sin.pa-. 2.6þa. 
proneſſe ſpringins from worſer 29+ #bi | part 
which we are tormed, or apronelfe ſooneſt 

*to 1mirare what is worſt : A Doctrine which 

:may paſſe with the favourable name of an 
zexculable errour in theſe men, ( who were 

without the Law, )but is no lefſe then Abc- 

mnunable hereſie in Pe/agians , who ( as right 

ſonnes of errirg Fathers) have walked in 


.Zthe ſame way ot folly, and approved theſe 


Emen's ſayings. 


+ From this firſt ſort of well improved men, 
#ler us next conſider. 

3 2. The well improved naturall man in a zPelagians 
2Pclagian dreſle, and on Pelagian principles, 
Zproceeding in the enquiry, and pretending 


miſtake 1his 
knowledge. 


Fro have made the diſcovery of this indwel- 
#ling concupiſcence, and boaſting themſelves 


they 
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they were miltaken, a very briefe recoun- 
ting of the opinions, and Poſttions concer- 


(then whom ſcarce a more learned divine 
can be tound among the Lutherans ) tell's 
Pelagiani us, that rhe Pela:ians d:ny the whole d: Arine 
univerſam r2oyching Original ſin, and blet out the very 
—_— name of it alſo: Nor is he ſingle in this re- 
originali Port of them. - Pet: Afartyr tel's us as much: 
negant,nce Nay who is there that ſend's us intelligence 
minceriam from the Armies of rhe living God, that 
lublato.1% 4h not aſſure vs, that this is one, a princi- 
_—_—y pall ſtrong hold, which cheſe men have for- 

Cat. Orig, : . , ; 
Per Martye tified againſt Grace,and the truth of Chrilt, 
bsc.com..z but let us give you a tranſient view of whar 
they teach their diſciples, and would obtrude 

ON us. 

Pelagins at Rome (whither he came, after 
he was diſcovered in the Eait ) began to 
Hiftor,Pe. Paintaine the opinion of Sinlefle perieCtion, 
Jagian. l.r, Defendere Coapit arvuapmiier v, "Ava Sue, 
ry ſaith Fifi: A Dottrine which floweth 
troma proud heart , which know $ not its 
own ſinfulneſſe, a corrupt ſtream which 
ren through the ſtoicke Philoſophers, tain- 
red Origen, and overflowed Pelagizs and his 
tollowers, as Hireme hath obſerved (as he 
5 Cited by Zch:Ger:Veſſius) and the evident 
connex10n 


ng this matter will evince. Chemmitizes * 


wet _—_ - 


a a i tods. cavenatete. cot it 


? 
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connexion of the concluſions to the princi- 
ples of thoſe men, and the undeniable con- 
tormiry of rheir dictates, which any one may 
ſee, who will be at the paines to compare 
them, in their Paradoxes gathered rogether 
by 7:ſbus Ligfias, with the PDodtrine of the 


| Prlagtans,mentioned and refuted by St Ar- 


e*ſtine, collected into one by the learned 
paines, both of Yeſſius and Corvel: f anſenizs 
1n his large and learned Book called Anpy- 
ſhinns, ſeu Detrina St Arug::fiim &c. In 4 


! ward it 15 well known bow highly theſe men 


es boner Re voawrued,;. 19x62 OM > 


adyanced nature, cryed up the ſufficiency 
and power of it. which cannot be bur where 
firſt chere 1s a great degree of ignorance 
or errour and miltakes 1n the dofrine of O- 
rigtnall ſin:and what theſe miſtakes(if Lere- 
ſy may be ſo called) were, beſide, the Au- 
thors mentioned. Dr Featly will give us 
an account in Iis Pelanins Rearvives Cc. 
to which Authors J] reterre Scholars who 
can examine and compare theſe rogether, 
and hope others will rake it on the word 
of one,who is willing to be tryed by ſuch as 
are able to judge in this caule, and therefore 
cannot be ſuſpeRed of a purpoſe to impoſe 
upon them, brie fely when we read that cheſe 
men taught rheir Diſciples. 


CA 1T hat 


Fuft.Lipſs. 
#3 in (VA 


manududR, 
id Roicam 


Philoſos 
am. 
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Pelagian I- That there was no Ofiginall ſin or cor- | 
Hare/ies, ruption of humane nature. # of 
_ 2. That Aanw's ſin endammaged himſelfe & in 

2. onely properly, us onely 1 f we imitate him. the 

I. 3. That we are borne as perfett (age onely ® As 
excepted) as Adam was rreated,Coc. Hi 

When we read theſe, and ſuch like Do- Z wh 

Arines,we evidently ſee and need no farther 7 Sor 

proote tro demonſtrate, that theſe men have * as i 

not diſcovered this finning ſinne, and yer © cit 

Auguftin* they were men of naturall, and improved 30 


Epijt. ad arts: ſo was Pelagiss,a man excellent for © 
Paulinum 7 x = 4 this ©. i 
ſubinitis. 1EATDINg, as Auguſt: cited by Voſſizs. $o 
was Celeſtizs a man of acute Judgment and *' 
well improved, for he wrote whileſt young, | 
three EpilHes, of which Gennagies affirmerh | 
. they were ' omni Deum deſfideranti nece ſſarie | 
fo was 7«lian Ingenis, doftrine, facundie pre- © 
cellentis, faith YVoſſins , a man acer ingenio 
faich Gennadizs,yert how brutiſh were theſe ? 
Paſtours in their underſtanding of this 
point |! 
>SemiaPc- 3+ Neither are they more happy in their 
lagians miſ- diſcovery , who in ſucceeding ages were * 
take in1115 ſomewhat more refined in their hereſy,ſuch | 
knowledge. 15 the elder and later Semipelagians, whoſe 
ignorance of this enough appeare's in that 
which they oppole againlt efficacious Gree, | 
or 
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7 for an account of which I referre you to 
Cernelizes anſenius his Parallel of the errors 
of the Maſſiians and ſome late teachers, 
in the fecond chapter of chat Farallel, and 
the third chapter which 1s annexed to his 
n Anguſtiaus,Cfc. 
*S With theſe are tobe ranked Arminians, 
# who conſent with theſe erring Doctors , 
2 Socinians, and ſome of our Anabaptiſts too, 
® as is evident from that which Mr Stephens 
> Cite's as one of the Noctrines owned by the 
2% 30 leperate Congregations in their confel- 
2 ſion (theſe 1 adde nor for their eminency 
7 inparts,or learning, few of them that 1 have 
met with being ſuch, but as witneſle of the 
# uuiyerſall miſtake and error into which the 
natural! man with his highelt prerences 
# doth inevitably runne)nor is Pigghts becrer 
2 acquainted with this do&rine, as is evident 
4 from his Controv. de Peccat. originali, And 
| our Engliſh confident Dr T aylor, both in 
7 his num neceſſarium, and in his Anſwer to 
the Reverend Biſhop of Rochelter's lerer, 
with the whole heard of Jeſuites that follow 
$ Lewis Malina in his oppoſition to the Domi- 
nicans, and whoſo will conſider what is 
caught by theſe men will ſee how little they 
are acquainted with the true gature of this 
” EE”. | - _— 
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inhering concupiſcence , and whoſo will | 
conſider who they are,what kind of Perſons, | 
will fee they are wen of notable natural, | 

and improved parts and lo ſee notable evi- | 

dence to this truth, ignornace in the Doct- $ 
rine of Original! (in, or indwelling luſt, like 
a thick cloud lying on the minds of men of | 

ſuch naturall and improved abilities, that 3 
vve may rationally ſuppoſe, if any could, 
theſe had been che men vvho vyould have” 


diſcovered it: and ſeeing they have nor, yve 


may by a warrant from a logicall argumen-* 
ration conclude 4 f:rtiori others cannor, nor | 


will ever be able; for ſome of theſe have! 


been men (I will not ſay) ofthe higheſt na- 
rurall and improved parts poſlible , bur L # 
may, and will ſay of the higheſt probable, 
and yer they have nor attained a right diſ-7 
covery of this Sin, of this myſtery of ini- 
quity:Theſe men ſpeak of it in ſuch a man- 


ner as evidenceth they never, either 


1. Felt the {trength and power of Sin as a) 
King reigning in their mortall bodies, Rcm. 


6. Nor 


- 2. Had obſerved the wiſedome and Po- ; 
ky of this old man, which muſt be cruci-} 


fred, Nor 


3-Had 
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—_— 3. Had known the obligatory vertue of 
ONS. 7 this Law of our members, Nor 

all, 4. Had ſeen the forge, where the evill, 
EVi-E and (nfull imaginations of thoughts were 
go # tramed and wrought of. 


. Now if there be after ſo long tampering 
mA mich i © 6 Mes 
3 with it, fo little harmony and concent in 
that | # rheDoctrine of theſe men with thz Doctrine 
uld, 7 ofthe Scriptures, and the experience of re- 
have | generate fanctified ſoules concerning this 
» VVE -2 fin; we may very juſtly conclude they know 
men-* not wichall cheir skill to ſer their do&rines 
»NOT'Y in tune with the Scriptures, nor make a ſpi- 
have ritual , Scripturall diſcovery of this finne: 
na" but pafle we on t» another ſort of naturall 
bur 1 improved men, who if reaſon could have 
able; Þ reached rhis, would have bidden faire for it, 
 dif- Theſe are 
fini- 4.TheSchoole-men whoſe notions, chough 
man-F ſomerime very ſublime , and daring, as if 
3 they would preſently diſcover the very 


14549 height of all thar is knowable,yet in this ve- 4. Sdvol- 


Rem. ry poinr;as in many others,are very jejune, 
and empry; very uvcertaine, and in many 
 PO-F things unſound.eſpecially thoſe among them 
ruct-* who have proceeded upon that unſound 

* foundation of pure naturalls , and thence 
Had fated our fall and finfull are to be the 

k ES © reduction 


mcenmiſtake 
m th 
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reduction of us tvour pure naturals, the! 
letring looſe of the reines to a high mec- 
led courſer, which was before curbed andff an 
not the laming, and ſpoiling ofa ſound one, 
or as the (tripping off a man's clothes, lea-} 
ving him naked who before was cloathed.? 
This way Bellarmine, and the Papiſts (who 
have gone a ſtep farther then the bounds} 
preticribed by the Councill of Trent) have # 

Chemn, generally gone. And ſure on this it was 

loc.com, That Recentes,ut Occam, C mts alit nomen 

de Peccat. r-tinent Peccati Originalts , rem extenuant: f th: 

OrigP. This extenuating of thisſin , was in -that ® lay 

202.b.edir hey derived 3 5 h 1 a 

Eraucof, FBEy denyedir to be an evill repugnant to # #4 

1653+» the Lawof God, Nec culpameſſe,nec penam 2 no 
as Lombard 2. diſt.3 0.c.5-Scotis in 4.4ift.14. 3 da 

4. 1. art. 1, boldly ayerre's that which will 7 zal 

inferre neceſſarily ( if what he affirmes J c.4 

were a truth) that this originall finne is bur 4 Sc 

the guilt of Adams firlt tranſgreſſion; 1o K int 

Bitl, Durandiss, and others; farther when Þ ad 

you ſhall find many of them zs Hugo Viite- © ri 

r:ms,T homas 2.4. diſt. 28. art. 4. Biel.2.dift. | 

28. and Bonaventure 2. diſt. 28.cc. Aſſert | 

nature preparing it (fe for grace and profeſſedly * 

reaching that a man may. ex nature viribus 

love God ahove all, and. do his commandments, © 

Quoad ſubſtantiam aftiis: is not this an evi- |} 

Co, Ys 
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;, theJ dence that they did not underſtand how 


mec-F corrupt our natures were ? How weake 

I andFf and unable ro Good ? How full of enmity 

| one, to God ? I feare not to averre it, That 

, lea-# man knoweth not the ſinfulneſſe of his na- 

thed.% ture , that dares ſay a man may by the 

(who 7 ſtrength of nature love, quoad ſ»bſtantiam 

nds J aft,C0d aboveall; He underſtand'snot 

have that his naturall minds enmity to the law 

t was of God,who fayeth he can love God above 

omen + all by the power of nature, nor knoweth he 

cant: 3 that his carnall mind is not ſubject to the 

that z law of God, who dares ſay he can viribus 

it tO # #ature obey the Law of God. He hath 

nam 3 not a right knowledg of Originall fin, who 

f.14. © dares affirme either of theſe: And Dr Whi- 

will Þ zaker in that peice d? Peccato origin. |. 2. 

*'mes 3 c.4. againſt Thom. S$tapl:ton who affirmes Cajetan, 

bur 3 Scholaſticos tribuere humane nature Vires 50tus, 
ſo IK integras ad diligendum denm [uper omnia & mane» 

hen Þ} ad facienda precepta Dei ſecundum ſubſtan- g.11;rmine 

Ho- © tiam aftuum. And adding farther that cited by De 

diſt. $ ſome other of the Schoolmen taught prepa- Whitaker) 

ſert Brationem effe in homine ante gratiam, homing © "bal. 2. 

-dly © facienti quod in ſe eft nn derſſe Gratiam pal- dt 

bus #ſerh this cenſure on both jointly cd nun- 

nts, © quam dicerent,(i criginalem nature deprava- 

Vis © vationem intelligerent. But 1 leave theſe 

ce men 
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men and next come to an other ſort of men, 
who though greatly improved, yet have noc 
righcly underitood chis finz They are ſuch, $9 
Who | 


gs. Some 5 Have pleaded an exemption for ſome} ©9 © 
peed anex. from the common calamity of mankind ro 3 
emption of be borne into the world full of fin, and Bai-! 


No fn 6 with Originall corruption, though the f 
Original F#cacelt part dy farre , nay though all ex- 2 4 
Sin. cept one be tainted with this fin, yet one at PE 
OP lealt(and this is the Virgin Mary) muſt neecs, * = 


amill. gr;. Þ* exempred from this common lor,of whole 2 
L4.c.r5. Conception and birth with this freecome 
2x6, & z7-from Originall fin, a zealous Dominican # 
wili by no means heare, and a Franciſcan is 7 
(to him) lictle leſſe chen an Heretick for af- 
Chanies Bring it; in this'difference of judgmenr, X 
loc. com, K 8 evident that the Franciſcans (and they 3 
de Viegizcare not few,nor yer contemptible for ther ? 
1.4.c.14. parts,or learning) groſſely erre in this Do- | 
rine,and yet a whole councill viz. that ac | 
Baſile 1431 givertheir approbation to this | 
errorSeffion the 36. And ſince thar the | 
jugling Concell of Trent bach thought it fix Þ 
to leave it mdetermined. as in thewr Appen- # 
dix,co the fifth ſeſlion of thar Council. 'So 
thar now either theſe mult be accounted ® 
men not learncd, nor of naturall parts, - 4 
TIC *Þ 


<4 AS ODDO SREHCYTSFt 
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OMe: 
ican * 
an 1s 


enr, % 
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Do- * 
tac? 
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the | 
t fit 1 
eN+ 7 


v0 8 
ted 7 


- or © Winch would be a full proofe that they 


clſe | 


lelſe that they did not underſtand this Do- 


| them, and every one who ſhall ſo diflem- 
2 ble,proverh that he hath nor a right know- 


” hedoth nor know the truth of Chriit,and 


! the belt parts, and greateſt learning of the paris and” 
$ Papall world, did bewray their ignorance 


* af- ® of this important truth, when they did pur- 


$ man to think, what he would concernins it 2s 


8 5. de Pece: Origin: 
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&rine,which is that we affieme of the beſt 
naturall man, or elſe if learSed,and ſuch as 
knew but did not own it, bur choſe rather 
to diffemble it, their practice condemne's 


ledge of that or other divine truth, if it be 
of 1uch import and concernment as this 1s: 


the Doctrine of the Goſpel) aright,who is 


6, I might adde andenlarge on this,that 6, 7he beſt 


Learning 


of Papiſts 
. . ergrorand 
poſely contrive the decree concerning Ort- - - bars 


ginall linne, ſo,that, it might be free for any ticular, 


N 


Anaragie,a man well acquainted with the 
Councill, doth very umgeniouſly conteſfe 
concerning the Fathers, and Divines of the 
Council! of Trent, as Chemnitizs doth re- 
port in his Examen Concilii Trident: ad (i([: 
Nor will 1 purſue the 
diſcovery of rhis Councill's miſtake of rhe 
remainders of concupiſcenceatfter Bapriſme, 


id 


»>3 The Naturall man's Blindneſſe, 


did not rightly apprehend and underſtand © 
this luſt the Apoitle here ſpeakerh of, ou 

Neither is this ro be (though we could Frers 

5. Wherewiſh it might be) contined within the {gy 
the word #+ bounds, eicher of the beathen wotld, or K; ; 
1955008 the Papall apoſtate Church, and that it were Kap 
mongff us OE rue, ( which, yet it1s, and we lament Y 7 
many ere the certainty of it, ) that among us where Kno 
#gnorant.of the word of God is permitied roevery one, the 
ahirtruh, fo that every one may enquire into the Zand 
truth, by direction from the word, among * und 

us, where the word and Law of God is fo ot 

plainly preached, and fo frequently, yer no 

many thouſands among us do evidently de- Ming 

clare by their unaffectednefſe with this ſin. Fare 

full ſtate chat they have no right knowledg Wer 

of it. Are not the greateit part of men will 

ſtupid and ſenſleſfe under a Sermon of Ori- Fyec 

Sinall ſin? where are their affections? how Jand 

tew groane? where is he that cries out with are 

Paul? O writhed man that I amerc. And ano 

can you think theſe know aright the very Fat 

great ſinfulneſſe of our nature? if a Souldier WE 

ſhould tell you he had loſt the day to a mor- Wer 

rall enemy, and yet rejoice in it, or not be Facq 
rroubled for it, would you not conclude he Wour 

knew not the worth of a victory, the dan- Was a 

ger ofa captivity , the miſery of a captive? var 

you #F I 


e, 
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you have as littie reaſon to believe our hea- 
ould Fers rightly underſtand this fin, while they 
the ay they do, and are yet merry and jocund 
» Or Bn the lofſe of their liberty, and under che 
were Faptivity of this fin. 
1ent 8 Then you may ſuppoſe a man rightly 
here Kknowes his dileale, when apprehenſion of 
one, Fthe danger makes him look atrer a remedy; 
the Zand feares under the danger, and proanes 
ong * under the paine make him earnellly deſirous 
s 10 0 be cured, and recovered, but that man 


Or 


yet Knows itnot, who» looketh not out for hea- 
de- Ying, who is not affected with it. No more 
in. are our hearers acquainted with this dan- 
«dg Wperous diſeaſe of the ſoule, who if they 
nen will bear us down in it that they know it, 
i= Fyec confeſle co us at lealt by their ſecurity 
ow Fand deadneſle, ifnot in words, that they 
ith are not grieued or troubled at it. Theſe are 
nd another ſort, the belt of our hearers, as to 
ry Waturall parts, and higheſt Improved by 
ier WEducation remaining Carnall and unrege- 
"r= Wnerate are nor affected, becauſe nor truly 
be Facquainted with this fin: and yer I ſuppoſe 
he Sour hearers ordinarily of as good ripe parts 
n- Fas any, and as well he!ped with ourward ad» 
e? Fvantages. 
ou | Laſtly, in a word or two, the — —_— 
0 


Saints 15 
witneſſe 20 
this. 
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of Saints, Reall Chriſtians, ſincere, and well 


improved Chriſtians, is witneſſe ro this. 
Their experience of the difficulty of firſt 
getting a due ſenſe of this ſin: How many 
convictions, how many ſerious meditations, 
How many prayers upon their knees, that 
God would diſcover it, and ſhew them 
bow vile they are, ere they have gotten 
any meaſure of abidirg Knowledge, any 
degree of ſoule-atfeting knowledge of this 
ſin? How often are the promiſes pleaded to 
God, wherein he hath promiſed to give his 
Spirit, and to enlighten? and before this 
bath been done, no due and right know- 
ledge of this {fin hath been gotten: and 
when they have gotten it, how much have 
they todo to keep up cue apprehenſions of 
this ſin? how prone are they to relaple into 
fleight thoughts of it? how ſoon and eaſily 
do they many times loſe that rtenderneſſe 
of heart, that melting frame of ſpirit, that 
mourned over this {infull nature? All that a 
regenerate ſoule can do, is little enough to 
keep open, all that the beſt I natu- 
rall man can do, is not enough to lay open 
and diſcloſe this indwelling fin, chis myſtery 
of Iniquity. 

Theſe do then make Good the charge of the 
raturall mans actuall and invincible Jgno- 
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rance and unacquaintedneſſe with this in” 
dwelling luſt: and I hope by theſe it ap- 


'pearerh to be a truth. Bur yet for farther 


ſatisfaction, I propoſed to enquire what in 

articular they never Cid, or ever could : 
, 9 of chi; fin: and now tothat. * mam _ 
1 The beſt Improved naturall man can-  , Te impro- 
not Ci{cover the exceeding great {in- teraurall man 
fulneſſe of the habiruall frame of his na- £2229! drſcovey 
torall heart: the ſintulneſſe of the heart pubrarrs © 
Cilpoſed and bent towards unrighte- "fe babicnctl 
ouinefle and fin, the uncleanenefle of frame of bis n4- 
this Leproſie, the loathſomneſle of rhis twrell bears, * 
putrifying wound, this he cannot ſee, who 
jceth with the belt naturall eye. As for men 


| without the law, no wonder it they under- 


and not this ſpreading ſcab to be a lepro- 
ſie, they have not the Law, and rule by 
which they might diſcerne it: no wonder af 
they paint over the Sepuicher, 2nd neither 
ſee the rottenneſſe, nor ſmell the {tenchof 
that which is within: ſor they have neither 
eye to ſee, nor ſenſe to difcerne it. 1 know 
none can be ignorant who have ability ard 
can, who have opportunity and do, read, or 
have read, the Partiall and unequall judg- 
ment they make of, the favourable & ſ{moo- 
thing words they give, to hide this fin. The 
berrer 


a JS 


_ -— a .- 
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better and ſofter name of their Genizs muſt 
be the name of this ſin; Their making pro- I, 
viſion for the fleſh to fulfill it inthe luſts thereof 

was with them nothing but cxrare Geninm. 
Their living in the height of fin, was with 
them nothing but Prare Genizm vino & flee 


r:bus. And a ſeverer courſe of life was ac- 


counted a fraud put upon their Genius. Thus 
the whole ſinfull frame of the heart paſſed 


under the name of Genins: now 1t their 


O:culia Mythologiſts underſtand them, This Genizs 
vis,qua ad was A ſecret or «ccult power, by which we 


fi ngulas 


res geren- 
das impel. 


limur. 
Nat, 
Com, 


are moved to each thing we do. And if you! 
enquire what this Power or vertue is, ſome ? 
ofthem will tell you it is the Symmetry of ; 
the Elements. 

So that in briefe, the ſinfulneſſe of the 
frame or diſpoſition of the heart of man 
with theſe perſons, is rio more then an un- 
happy temperature of the Elements, com- 
pounding the body, and ſwaying the mind | 
according to their prevalency. Now who 
ever did, or juſtly could apprehend much 
ſinfulneſle in this, that our bodies are com- 
pounded of the Elements, or that ſuch- or 
ſuch a temperature doth moſt prevaile? 
whoever thought it an exceeding great fin 
that be was of a Sanguine Conran Or 

ow 
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how much blame worthineſſe is therein a 
Phlegmarick Conſtitution? barely as ſuch, 


'T know the different tempers do different- 


ly promote and further fin, do much facili- 
rate the workings of this {:n: bur this is an 
effe& ex accidenti, no dire naturall effe& 
of this or that conſtitution, bur it is an ef- 
fe& of that fin which dwells in us, and 
which obſerving that the temper of the bos 
dy doth ſway us more one way, then other, 
takerh hold of that advantage, and worketh 
powerfully by this conſtitution, tothe hur- 


7 rying of the ſinner on to fin. In the mean 


time, while rhey thus put all upon their 
Genius, and reſolved this into the Symmes- 
try of the Elements, they muſt be rhoughe 
to have had no right knowledge of the ex- 
ceeding finfulneſſe of their heart propen- 
ding, and inclining to fin: bur 1 dwell too 


long with theſe perſons, who might be men 
3 of choiceſt naturall parts, but wanted the 


belt Improvement ; being without the 
Church, and ſo without the externall ad- 
vantages and helpes, which might heighten 
their reaſon to a clear and full diſcovery of 
this: bur did not Beſt improved naturall 
men within the Church ordinarily, or at 
leaſt mighr they not (by the improvement 
D 
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ot Reaſon and parts, though they remained | 
unregenerate, and naturall men) have come 
to aſ:ehr of this (infull trame of heart in its '\' 
great ſinfullneſſe? well, view we, and ob- 
{erve the Phariſees (and conſider what may 
be judged, and ought to be anſwered to 
this) choiceſt men for learning and educa- 
tion beforc Chrift his comming in the fleſh, 
yet they took a view of this finſull frame 
with « falſe glaſſe, which repreſented ſcarce 
the one halle of this body of fin, and what 
was ſo repreſented was varniſht over with 
colours of their own mixing, that it appea- { 
red, not what it was, but what they would 
bave ix; be: as, is evident from their corrupt 
expaluion of the Law, which our Lord nores |} 
and condemnes in the 5th. ch.of Matthew. | 
They faw not the ſinfulneffe of a malicious 
hearc, or of a heart. ready to boile with 
caulleite anger; witneſſe tleir grofle corru- J' 
ping that precept, thou ſhalt nor kill, either 
ſaying ic was a pratibition of murthering } 
an iſrgelite, or that only murther which 
was ' done: pr:pria manu. Heare what they 
lay in their Talmud, (as 7findit in Dr. 
Lighttoor's Epiſtle ro the Reader of his Har- 
muy of the New Teſtamont.) A murtherer 
is be that kills his neighbour with a ftone, or 

with 


" 
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| with Iron, or thruſts him 1xro water -or fixe, 
1 ent of which it 15 impoſſible to get aur againe, 
be # guilty: but if he thraſt him imb fire, or 


water, 0::t of which it is poſſible to! get ant a- 
gaine, though he die, yet as he quit. 1f heſets a 
dog ur a [erp: nt on him, he ts quit BC, of like 
narure with this. Arid now can you ſup- 
poſe theſe generations of men to know the 
ſinfulneſſe of a murtherous. frame. of hearr, 
who ſo fouly miltated the exrernall a&, 
and acquitted rhat as no murther, which is 
one of the higheit degrees of it? will you 
ſay that the man knowes, or believes any 
finfulneſſe in a bloody revengefull diſpoſt- 


! tion? whocan ſay That he who bireth another 
| to kill bis neighbor, or ſends his ſervants, and 


they kill him &C. 1s Guilty as abloog-ſhrdder, 
r0 b puniſued by the band of heaven onely, nor 
by man? yer this was ordinarily a received 


| doctrine among them, as appeares by. what 


is farther added by Dy. Lightfoot | in the 
forecited place. Their Expoſir:ons of the 
reſt of the Law are much of the ſame na- 
rure. ARuall externall uncleannefle, and 
defiling their neighbours wife they -thoughr 
to'beafin, but never accounted the babitu- 
all ben, and propenſion of the heart to this, 
to be ain, or forbidden in that Law. They 

| 5 _op were 
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werg not "troubled at the thoughts of any 
ſecret relucancy to the holy commands of } 
God : It was nothing with them to have 
natures full of 
C 1, Unholineſſe,and oppoſition to God's 
| holineſle. 

2. Rebellion , and contradiction to 'the 
Lawof God . 
3. Diſlike, and backwardneſle to every 
3 good. 


| | 4.Proneneſſe to,& delight in every evill. 


5.Folly,and inability ro do that Good 
'| they ought. 
6. Craft, and ſubtilry to conſummate *' 
'{ that evill, which the Law of God forbids, | 
Theſe and ſuch like abominations, rivetted | 
in our natures, they took no notice of, | 
therefore of the Phariſees and <cribes, thoſe | 


Improved naturall men (though within the |} : 


Church) we doubt not to fay they knew 
not the ſinfulneſſe of the babituall frame of 
the heart. The ſame muſt be granted of 
men in ſucceeding latter ages, let che end- 
leſle diſputes maintained by the Orthodoxe 
againſt Corrupt teachers, be witneſſe to 
this; and of lateſt yeares theſe, and ſuch 
Ike Poſitions. 

That men are not diſabled to you , 


y 
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| ſtare of men, affirming it in their power 


; themſelves, as to be bad, and devolving 
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by the fall of Adam, which the x Di/pw- 
tants men of parts and learning aſſerted, and 
owned at the Haoxe. And others (much of 
the ſame ſtature for their parts, and lear- 
ning) have owned the ſame poſition, as Sc- 
cines Preleft. Theol. c. 4-f. 13. 14. (cited by 
_ Peltius) where among other paſſages, 

e quoteth this) Nec vis naturalis Libers 
Arbitrii ab eo tempore imminuta fuit. And in 


, his ſecond Epiſtle ro Dudithias, pas. 18, 19. 
| where I read this paſſage. As concerning the 


Wickeaneſſe of men ;, this is all that may be de malitid ko; 
l! ad, that God will: th that man by his ow u minum nihil 4» 
free will ſhould be no leſſe able to be good wack dean 
then bad. And here he ſpeaks of the fallen 7", 


us, ut homo pro 
ſuo ipſius arbi- 
to be Good, and as eaſily if they will io non minis 
improbus quam 
probut eſſe poſſit, 


all the goodneſle of rhoſe who are good Fun pejſes 


$ina bad world to this, That when they conld 4aginios 


bave lived F lagitionſly rather choſe to follow vrowre 
vertwe. And as the Maſter , ſo the Scholar omen ſtu- 
Valent. Smalcins, both in his Racovian Ca- *©* Maikes 
. mo runt, SOC. 
tech: c.10.At once denies all the vitiouſneſſe , |," 11 
which we affirme to be in us, proudly aver- Dudith. 
ring, there is not any ſuch thing peccati originis nulli prov. 


a Originall ſin, and that this hath (us eft, reſp.ad 2 Queſt, 
D 3 not 
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mr depraved oxwr'Freewill. "And in his Di. 
ſputations againſt Framtzins.. 2.diſput, 
which is de: peccato Originis: Calling it Com | 
mentum bimmanuw & peccatim confittum, 10 
pag. 60. where by the way he ſeemes to in+ 
timate what he thought to be in us (inſtead 
of that Originall ſin which we affirme) viz. 
Proclivitas. (quadam ) ad peccatum. 1 adde 
Poreſt he. ,, 24, for this Author ſuppoleth: it:to be 


- —_ ſuch, as yer poſſibly. a man may not actually } 
dum pro- ſin, though he be prone. to ſin; | 21 þ 


| clivis et, Whotaever hath ſuch'apprenenſions of our 


ramen non jnhxrent 'proclivity .toſut, bath nor. a full 

pecert. acquaintance with, nar diſcovery of the ſin- 
fulneſ{e:.of the frame of the naturall-. man's 
_ Nor any who dare, as theſe men-do, | 
aſſert. | | 


b o 
I, That the will of man is not vitaared } 


by the fall: or elſe who dare to contend 


Becqnu (= 


perum. Roman Cathohcks. 
3. That Concupiſcence is not properly 
a ſin, or not after Bapriſme, ora very lttle 
lin, as ſome in the Schooles, and. many a» 
mong the Romaniſts. 
Now theſe and ſuch like diſputes and af- 
ſcrtions 


2 That what is now a- more vehement # 
| puſe, 6. de WAS before the fall a more moderate incli. 
!!! 7aftitis e. nation to evill;/as theſe, and others who are 
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ſertions do plainly beſpeak theſe men-unac- 

quainted with the great {infulneſle of a na» 

turall heart, and the univerſal Catbolici docent concu* 

oppoſition which 1s in the fleſh pifcentiam+in aRv pri» 

ro the ſpirit: and yer they-are 0 non elle peccarum 0+ 
p | riginis;{\cd nature © quan* 

men of great 'parts, and great , _—. 

. FF *N.. h am pron em,que# per 

earning, & within the Church, {| cajpabilis #9n fir. 

but dilcerne not, becauſe they Becanus opuje. 6, de juftis, 

are naturall, this fin, which the @pcrum. 

{ſpirit of God convinceth of, and which 1s 


| not diſcerned, till the foule be enlightned 
| with more than common- 4llumination, Bur 


next 

The beſt Improved naturall man 2. Thc b:/t Im- 
cannot diſcover the finſulnefle of cyoory p_ — 
the firſt, - ſecret, unpoliſhed, and Fufetneſſe of the fiſh, 
unformed motions of the corrupt ſecret wÞ:liſted, ard 
nature. The ſinfulneſſe of thoſe unfirmel 7 125 
motions (which by the Schoolmen #f #** c077upt nature, 


* are called primo prim: ) was never difco- 


vered by all the light chat, nature, and 
education, have at any. time afforded. to 
the molt quick ſighted of Adan”s cffipring. 
They neyer did derect the ſinfulnelle of rhe 
firit ebullitions, and anomalous workings of 
that Luſt, which dwells in us. Indeed, when 
this corrupt ſountaire hath ſo ſtirred, thar 
ſome of rhe grofſer vapours have riſen up 
D4 with 
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with a ſtench offenſive to the naturail con- 
ſcience they have diſcovered, and acknow- 
i ledged an uncleanueſſe in the fountaine, and 
| in theſe groſſer eruptions of laſt: If the 
| irregular paſſions did obtaine from the will 
j an aſſent,or approbation, ro ſomewhar that 
if was diſſonant to the more ſober , and refi- 
i ned precepts of reaſon; and if theſe motions 
were ſo farre formed, that either a conveni- 
ili ent opportunity. or an aſſurance of impuni- | 


th wife them into the world by an aCtuall pa- 


i tration of that, which Paſſion had ſuggeſted, 
lt the will had fomented, and Reaſon had difli- 
i ked,then they would perbaps(as many have) 


oo | acknowledg the irrregularity of them, and 
\'W be troubled at ic though mottly the trouble 
i was this 


ty,would immediately; and witheaſe, mid. f 


That convenience of execuring did leſſe 


the doores of this nurſery 

W-. = Latcat malim, dum tempera aentur 
li ENS. Letitie miſtos non habitura metns. 

i adn *44 Bur alas all this is farre from a right ſight 
__ of theſe firſt motions in their ſinfulneſſe, 
farre from a ſight of hatred againſt them, 
repentance for them , oppoſition to them, 
deſtruction and mortifying of them, and 
cleanſing 


| $4 


favour their deſires, and you may write on J 


— = 
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cleanſing the heart from them, farre from 
ſuch a fight as convinced them, that death 
was due for theſe firſt motions, that they de- 
filed, and rendred beſt actions ſinfull, and 
fuch as need pardon, this rhey have nor 
ſeen; I doubt this is too true of theſe men, & 
the know:edg of in in the motions, and paſ- 
fhons of the mind. 


7 That ifat any time a word hath droprt from 


them, which ſeemed to condemne the extra- 
vagancy of their thoughts,it is to be referred 

Either to Thoughts perfefted,and con- 

ented to, Or ' 

Toa Rhetoricall eloquence , which 
ſhewed us, how well they could ſpeak, 
not how well they did think. 

Neither were they the onely men, thus 
perſwaded of the innocency of theſe firlt 
motions of a deprayed heart, but alſo that 

eneration of men, the ſcribes, and Phari- 
ces, were ſo perſwaded whoſe traditions 
made the Law of God void, whoſe dictates, 
and expoſitions of the law , never did en- 
danger or affright a ſecret luſt with a pro- 
bability of diſcovering it, the ſpeculative 
Murtherer , the laſcivious wanton tancy , 
never did fall under rhe laſh of their Ser- - 
mons, en thofe command's, which forbid 
murther,andAdulcery, None 
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None of their doctrines were ſhuts to the 
eye, that it ſhould not behojd;. nor checks 


to the fancy , that it ſhould not hovera- F 


bour, or fit hatching this Cockartrice, It 
was one of the Rabbines who did bewray 
the prevalency of his ſecret ſpeculative un- 
cleanneſle In that ipeech,he de/+ghted to Con 
template band(1me women that | he- might 
praiſe God, a faite excuſe for his foul faulr, 
and I cannot periwade my-charity to mif- 


rake the man ſo muchas to thinke he ſpake b 
the whole truth: Beſides; -this ſort of | 


men. 


The generahry of the £choolmen. making * 
to themſelves an.madequare ,- & uncertaine þ 
rule, or ſtandard. for the meaſuring of ſin, | 
have alſo inevitably entangled , thetnlelves | 
in a great miſtake, and grofle ignorance of | 
the {infulneſle of the tirit mortons. of concn- | 


piſcence: For liying alide the Law of God, 


or at leaſt interpretihg it according to their | 


own apprehenſ1os,and applying it ohely to 
what may voluntarily be done - by us, - have 


at laſt ſhifted aſide the Law, andſubllitured ! 


veluntarium 1nto us place, by which they 
will meaſure, ard judge of fin, both deter- 
mining what 1sfin,by what is volxntary; and 
how great ſin is, by how much of olntari- 


neſſe 
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xeſ[e rhere is in t2 Hence ſuch concluſions as 
thele concerning concupiſcence. 

Aotus appetites. circa rem illicitam, non 
accedente. conſenſu voluntatis , non eſt pecca* Gregor: de 
tum. valcat,in 

Ravia non tenetur reprimere primes mor prim.lec. 
"ay Thom, dif. 
Saith Alexander Alenſis 9. 125. memb, 43002 
7.whoſe ſhort ſight could not tee how little 


| I then would begin. to think there were 


there is in his diſtinftion of airitt and indi- 
refþ prokwbition , and: that congupiſcence (I 
{uppoſe by what he faith memb:6. & 7.thar 
he takes in theſe firſt morions,as well as con- 
eupiſcence whence they riſe) is not directly, 
but indirectly forbidden, 

... Vf the heart (both frame,and firſt motions 
0{1t).were nat open to the eye of God, and 
x he were not ſearcher of reines, 14 he cicher 
could not judge the hearc,or elle would not: 


ſome likelihood it might ſo be, but hee 
that bath a purpoſe directly ro judge, bach 
furely given a law gireCtly tro him,- whom 
be - will judge ;--and - will not God thus 
judge .che ſecrets of the heart? To theſe 
men 

We may adde (and though we doe them 
no credit yet we do them no injury in ad- 
ding 
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Lindanus. ding them) Bellarmine, with others amons 
Panopl. l. che Papiits, who have nor ſeen the vileneſſe 
arg of the firſt motions of a nacurall hearczhence 
Eater, it is that theſe are accounted by them, - The | 
4+ Tapper greiſe of a wornded nature, but not the owilt 
in Expl.att of 4 inning nature, let Becanus be heard Ca- 
2. Gregor? phylic; docent , mots concupiſcentie rationen | 
_ Prevenintes non eſe peccata, nec prohiberi hoc 
Becanus 0- Precepto, Non concupiſces ſed ſolum conſenſum. 
puiculo - He ſpeake's itas theDoctrine of the Papiſts, 
ſexxode and not as his own private opinion Docent * 
Jaſtitis 0" Cap holici cc. ſairh he and well he might 
Peru. when he ſeeth the Trent Conncell own this, 
both #r cheir fifth ſeſſion ds Pece:. origin: and 
in their /xth ſeſſion de juſtific: C3 de bonis Oe 
n 


ribus. And the reſt of this ſociety are (no 
doubt) of the ſame mind, they have yery 
charitable choughts of 'the innocency of 
theſe firſt rnotions, but we cannot fo judge, | 
and yet will hope, we have the mindof the 
Lord. oi 
Theſe are pregnant inſtances of the igno- | 
rance of grear Scholars in this point of grea- I R, 
reſt concernment, but they are Forreigne, Ihe 
I wiſh we had no domeſtick, examples: but I rhe 
indeed how many among us cicher pleat Jalf, 
with argument, orathrme by prattice,that |po 
they judge the firſt Motions-of concupiſs Barr 
cence 


FI 


ſe. 


5 
eneſſe 
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nce to be innocent ? and who are they ? 
henceFÞat kind of men? I miſtake much,if they 
: The #*© not uſually, the men of great parts, and 
| #41; $f conſiderable improvement by learning 
1c. $99, who perſwade themſelves, and others 
f—_— Iſo that nothing is a ſin, or a great (in, but 
.» Wvhart is explicicly voluntary. They are 


ight Ntanding convincing demonſtrations of the 
2 infulneſſe of ſuch thoughts, 1n a word the 
ang "1. Seldome and ſuperficiall confeition 


rw ofthis in moſt, 

_ |2. Little degree of contrition,and ſor- 
4 oP row ot heart, 

IE | 1 3- Difficulty of keeping the hearc 
SO | contrite for this 

the 4. Frequent,and renewed relapſesinto 
Fly almoſt habicuall inſenſfibleneſle 
__ L of this, which the 


@* | Regenerate oblerve in themſelves( though 
1 Fthey have all externall advantages to helpe 
ut Irhem, with ſavingGrace and internall helpes 
ad Jalfo) do undeniably confirme, that it iSim- 
at Fpoſlible for belt improved naturall parts to 
12 Fartaine this ſight of the ſintulnefſe of firit 
ce Imotions, | 3.AS 


2 Beſt im- 
proved na- 
zurall parts 
canes dife 
cover the | _ 
guite of 4nd curſed guile,of this fin, the ſuperlative 
whis ſin, 


eth hin, 
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3. As their knowledg reacheth not to : 
ſufficient diſcovery of theſe two, ſo neithe 
can beſt improved naturall parts diſcove! 
the policie,and wiſedome:the deceitfulneſſc 


craft vufthis luſt runneth in veines that he 
too deep for any natural! eye to diſcover 
It's policy and wiſedome cannot be dilcc 
vered by any that is not wiſe, and exerciſed 
in counter-workins to irs wiſedome; as 1r 
laying, and carrying on a plot at cheſley 
or a {tratageme in warre, none can diſco4 
ver the handſome contrivance of it, but one 
who- is well skilled in them, ſoit is here, 
none but he which is well skilled ( by ex+ 
erciſe of that wiſedome which 1s from a- 
bove, )and this skill is only gotten by a con-| 
itant, and wiſe exerciſe of it againlit this) 
{in,and its wiſedome, {none but ſecha one); 
can diſcover this part of it's nature. 
We obſerve that he, who ſhall be able! 
to diſcerne the policy in which a wiſe man 
aceth,and carryeth on [vs deſignes,n.uſt be 
eicher equall, or at leaſt nor very much in- 
ſerior to him, in wiſedome: a foole, or any 
one over matched in politicks,can neverfind 
67 the right key , nor read the character 
m whichhe writes who very much ourge- 
This | 


SW 
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heſley | . 
I delt policy, over the hearrs of naturall men, 


difco 
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as afalſe witnefſe doth, w 


Thus | 
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This is the cafe before us,the naturall man 
is wife ro doe evill, very ſubcile, and politick 
to frame miſchiefe, bur he hath no underc- 
ſtanding to doe goud, he is of weak intelle. 
ctuals, indeed a very foole as to any good to 
be done, he is ever contriving , promoting, 
and per tecting evill;and doth it crattily; bur 
he cannot diſcerne this craft,for he cannot 
either prudently deſigne, or propoſe,or pro- 
mote, or perfect chat which 1s good. 

Sin rules, and reignes by waies of profoun- 


and they perceive not the myſtery ot its go- 
vernment ; In this fn you ſhall obterve the 
wiſedome of one who plodds and contrives 


{the framing ofa lie, or falſehood into a ſee- 


ming truth,chat a Judge may not find it our, 
who jates a lie cloſely & cunningly together 
ence it hath one 
name in che Hebr: 117 from MAI cogs- 
tavit machinatus eft whenc CODN NY the or- 
dinarie name'ot a forger of a he, to the pre- 
judice of truth, and juſtice , as the learned 
7: bn Buxtur fe obſerverh ; in his Lexic. Rabin, 
1 CERT. It is a plotting evill as C798 
is rendred in Pſal.37.t2, It is wiſe, as one 
who undermines, and circumvents by frau- 
dulent waies,(it is 111 P/A10.7.)as under 
pretern.ce 
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pretence of friendſhip Z-m. 1.19. as 1/racl 
was deceived by his lovers, or as a mani 
deceived by his neighbour, Prov. 26. 19. 
Albeit the regenerate ſoule make theſ 
crafty Gibeonites Hewers of wood, and draw- 
ers of water for the ſpiritual temple, and its 
ſervice, yer they ſtill reteine the Policy, an 

wily diſpoſition of Gbronites, as ready, anc 
ſubrile to deceive after, as betore they were 
ſubjugated to the Law of the Spirit of life. 


This Gn is wiſe, as one who ſeducerh with! 


the craft of an harlot, or the ſubtlety of a 
crafty diſputer there 1s oporniua This oxpx & 


Rom.8. 7. there are aoy4ouis & Nanoyounh ® 


2Cor.10.4. Mark 7.21. 


It deceiveth, with baits there is Jadeoue! 
This emmuuias fames 1.14. and there are &- 


Iuuie Ti; an971s, Eph. 4.22, which 1 doubt 


not is an Hebraiſme much the ſame with; 


thar of fer. 7.9. ſetting forth the ſuperla- 
tive fraud of this ſin, by reaſon of which che 
heart is unſearchable to any but the Lord: 
briefely whileſt that little good which ſur- 
vives our fall is as a negligent, remiſſe, and 
careleſſe, raw ſouldier,this indwelling luſt is 
as an old experienced commander, reſolute, 
and vigilant alſo in carrying on what he 
bath politiquely contri ed. Now look 0- 
Ver 
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ver the life of a man wiſe in his generation,8& 
conſider what he thinks of that the Apoſtle 
calls wiſdsme of the fleſh, &whether he appre- 
hends there can be any great ſintulneſs in it, 
whileſt he judgeth it a deſirable & high parr 
of rerſeion; fo that part of this wiſdome of 
the fleſh,which is ſubſerviet to his covetouſ- 
neſle, and provides {atis{action for that luſt, 
is accounted by him a very good quali- 
fication, an excellent ability to improve 
his eſtate: though Ephraim be a merchant, h 
ia whoſe hands are the ballances of decat , yet Hoſe 12-7+ 
he ſees no iniquity in it, ncr will he believe it ts 
any, That fleſhly wiſedome which is ſubſer- 
vient to Revenge, and finfull, returning evill 
for evill, and doing this [ecundum artem to0, 
may not ( with the narurall man's good 
leave ) be judged by us, and be will never 


{ judge it, a fin , andculpable; but it,muſt be 


accounted, and called a good, and excellent 
fitneſſe to live in an injurious world , a ne- 
ceſſary requiſite to ſecure, and protect our 
ſelves: that devilliſh wiſedome which ſub- 
ſerveth to Ambition, ( proudin it's aimes, 
and inſatiable in it's acquiſitions, )is reckon- 
ed by ſuch men an excellency , fitting them 
for noble employments, to mannage the af- 
faires of great States, and to raiſe their fa- 
milies ; but it never was truly ſtated by any 

27” OO nt other 
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other then the holy Law of God, anda r 
newed heart : None other but ſucha rule}* 
and ſuch a hand applying it , ever diſcover-y©* 
ed the ſinfull crookedneſle, and perverſneſle 
of this wiſedome.Other inſtances I forbeare 
ſince you may make a judgement of the re 
by theſe, and1 will not inſiſt on the parti 
culars in which much of this wiſdome is ſeen 
ro a ſpirituall eye , as it is crafty 

1 To pur falfe Gloſles on that Good whic 
it oppoſeth, to hinder it leſt it ſhould bes 
done , and on evill , to promote, and facili-y "= 
rare it, that it may be done, though the Laws , x 
forbid it. Lo 

2 Ifit cannot quite hinder , then it will 
oppoſe one good with another, to the over-! 
turning and marring of both : it will juſtle 
out one duty with another :or, 

3 Vigorouſly carry on the deſigne of one 
luſt by a faint offer to reſiſt , and prevent it 
by a contrary : enraging luſt by ſeeming to Qr 
intend the chaining of it up , and cunningly : 
awakening it's ſtrength , by an attempt to! 
curbe it : or. 

4 Improving luſls intereſſe by a crafty re- 
ceding at one time, or inone caſe, that it 
may with more certainty. &vigour obtain/at 
another time,or in other caſes; yormuges 
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rule J{Þ< loſle of a penny, that ir may get adyan- 
over-d ge of gaining a pound, Or 

meſſed 5- Enlarging its kingdome over men by 
care | *ſceming rationall uniformity, and eyen- 
e reſi veſle in all it's deſignes,and aftings; thereby 
arti.) 9Þteining a more uncontrolled authority 0- 
1 nas ver them, and fortifying this againſt what 
> Jattemprs. may be made to ſhake uts govern- 
ment . 

Theſe are the merhods (though but few 
of thoſe many)which conrinue,and improve 
| the kingdome of fin but are not diſcerned, 

nor can be diſcerned, by the ſinner how well 
» will (0cver improved in his naturall parts, Again 
wer- | tourthly | : 
ruſtle Beſt naturall improved parts never did or 


yhic 

1d be 
acili-* 
Law 


) can diſcover the {trength,and power, of this 5 

ſinne the unregenerate,(though as excellent paris can 

never diſe 

cover the 
- flrengtb 

| ſtrength of this body of fin, ofthe power of ,n4 power 

it,waying tofin, and carrying bim captive, of ihis fn, 


f one 
ent it 
ng to 
ngly 
pt ro? 


for naturals as Pal was,& as well improyed 
as he, yer) cannot make a diſcovery of the 


and deteining him caprive to his ſinfull paſſ- 
ons,and luſts. It muſt be granted indeed, 
that ſuch a one may find out, and eafily de- 
. - © monſtrate a very high degree of ſtrength; 
mary and in all ll inclinations: Sv 
1g to and power in all naturall inclinations: 

"he d Scat a firength, thac none Canconguer,or 
a E 2 change 


y res 
It it 
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change it but by deſtroying the ſubject offthi, 
ic,or changeing it in it's being, You mayifrq; 
moulder a clod ro duſt, or grind a one toy |} 
ſmalleſt ſands , you may ſcatter it into theYy 
ayre, and force it upward, but in the mean) 
time you have not , nor can you turne the! 
treame ofits affection, nor alter the natu- 
rall inclination,of the leaſt of thoſe ſands,.or 
duſts that they ſhoud not propend, & haſten! 
to their reſt , you may deſtroy the greateſt 
quantity of fire you ever ſaw bur you can-! 
not alter the leait ſparke of it,that it ſhould? 
not fly upward. 
$0 invincibly ſtrong are naturall affeti-? 
ons; and ſuch like — naturall light 
may now (for it formerly hath) diſcover, in; 
the paſſions of men, in whom they are ſo} 
ſtrong that they cannot be diſpoſleſſed of 
their hold, though they may be reduced toy. 
ſome moderate exerciſe of their power :Fz,. 
upon which diſcovery many very excellent} 
d:icourſes have been raiſed by ſome of theſe 
men,many Aforal! Treaties of the Riſe, Ng-! 
ture, Manner of working, ſtrength, &c. 
which are, in the various paſſions, of men, 
yet all theſe are farre ſhort of a full enarra- 
rron of the ſinfull ſtrength which is in theſe J ,, 
Paſſrons (to uſe their common janguage) in 
cIC 
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S..Y 
eo Iheſe luſts rouſe the Scripture words, nor is 
& offthis ſpoken without book: for this is evident 
\ MaYAfrom 
ne r0Y 71, Their Boaſts of a conqueſt, and ViRo- 
tO theFry over their lutts while they are ſervantsto 
meanymoſt, or all of them, the beſt of our Mo- 
ie theJrall Philoſophers being ſuch who lived in a 
natu-Fſervirude to thoſe Paſſions, which,they boa- 
ds,.0rf{ted were ſubjugated to their Reaſon; this is 
aſtenFrhe caſe of our carnall proteſſours, gererally 
ateltfthey boaſt of a conqueſt over thole ſinnes, 
 can-Awhich are not yer broken in their ſtrength, 
wuld) but onely abared a little in their violence; 
. Fas in all our looſe, and prophane livers upon 

ieti-Itheir civillzing, and growing leſle noturi- 
light zous in finme . But that man hath not know- 
er, Ngledge of his enemies power that triumphs 
"© **Jupon repelling ſome few of his ſtragling, 
d of [extravagant parties :- Thy luſt it may be 
OFhroke out, and diſturbed the more ſober 
Morall part of the neighbourhood, and now 
"I rhou haſt repelled them, and raught them 
J to keep cloſer in, but yer their ſtrength re- 
"F maines intire: And canit thou upon this rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe thou haſt tryed the urmoſt 
power of them ? 

2 It isevident our carnall improved men 
have not full, and ſufficient knowledge of 
E 3 this 
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this mighty power of indwelling luſt | « 
from thoſe ſleight, contempruous brsJan « 
they kave of the ſtrength of this fin, you 
are bold,and confident that they can ſoone}wh 
ſubdue it, that they may be in this expedi-Jag; 
tion a Ceſar and at once, view and conquerſis t 
them , Did that commander ever truly knowJnin 
theſtrength of his enemy who contemnedJren 
and {leighred his match? who made norhing{ons 
in his thoughts of ſuch an enemy who willf his 
make nothing of him in the encounter? AndJer, 
can the naturall improved man, who is eve 
ry way inferiour to, and overmatched- by, 
his luſts, who is worſted (with eaſe) in the 
encounter, with a ſingle Juſt, yet {leight: 
the combined force of all his luſts, can he be 
thought co know the power, and ſtrengtt 
of them ? Yet 

3. The dire&ions to helpes , and means 
for ſubduing theſe paſſions which beſt ic 
proved naturall men have given, the Auxi. 
liaries they adviſe us to, the armour they; 
prepare for us,in this warre, beeing ſo excee 
dingly diſproportioned, and unſuitable to: 
the nature of the enemy,and his {trength,doj 
evidently declare their unacquaintedneſſe 
with his ſtrength. 

Can 
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ſie. 
' luſt } Can ſtrong holds be battered down with 
_ anempry ſound, or with Por-Guns ? can 
you hope he knowes his enemies ſtrength 
ſoone{who is perſwaded to venture his thouſands 
xpedi-Jagain(t che enemies ten thouſands? yer ſuch 
onquerJis this miſtake of the naturall man concer- 
' knowfning the ſtrong holds of fin, which he ar- 
mned tempts to reduce by weake, morall directi- 
xhingJons, which at beſt do but berter diſcipline 
10 willhis naturall luſts, no way deſtroy their pow- 
? Andier, 
s eve4 4. The manageing & ordering that power 
| which they have gotten together againſt 
Yrhis cnemy is farther witneſle to this, they 
J employ their ſtrength chietely ( 1 might ſay 
Jonely ) againſt the imperuous violence of 
their Paſſions, and againſt the extravagant 
eruptions of them (ro rhe view of men,) 
q leaving the main ſtrengrhof luſt unartaqued, 
4 they fet not on the reforming of the hearc 
I firit, and the deſtroying the merhodicall, 
$ and diſciplined part of this ſin, Together 
q with 
3 5. Their preſumptions that they have 
ſtrength enough in themſelves to conquer 
& itatlaſt, though it ſhould belong cre they 
effec it. He jolech ground& _—_ every 
day , yet hopes to conquer at laſt, and he 
E 4 mighg 
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might ſo, if he had helpe from another 
to undertake for him,bur that he hath nor, 


neither ſeeke's it, Now the caſe {tanding ſo,) 


Who ſees not that the naturall-man how 


ever improved knowe's not the ſtrength 0 


indwelling fin? 


View farther and conſider in the worke' 


of mortification , how ſadly our teachers 


who are carnall (though excellently impro-| 
ved ) have miſtaken in their dorines, our! 


hearers in their apprehenſions, and both 
hearers and teachers in their praQtice, and 


Exerciſe of mortification. It is very hard} 
to perſwade them there is more ſtrength in! 
this ſin then in a habir,or cuſtome;they'l be-} 


lieve that an unhappyer imitation of what 


was worſt hath twiſted a cord which ſtrong- 
ty ferters them , bue they ſee not, nor conl1- ? 
der, they were borne captives, and the 

chaines are ſtrong as naturall affeCtions, and | 


inclinations. The moſt of our carnall Hea- 


rers,will yenture,ſo deſperately,upon giving | 
their naturall luſts advantage againſt rhem- } 


ſelves that we canot but coclude:That their 


Running on many,dangerous,& ſtrong | 


temptations 
R— and awaking (even ſleeping) 
uits 


Caſting 
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Caſting away their armes,as faith, love, 
feare, the Word &c. 

Refuſing that aid which is offered to 
them in the Goſpell 

Praying ſeldome, faintly, curſorily a- 
Sainlt this fin 

1 to watch over each other 

&c. 

Are I ſay, (and you cannot but ſay they 

are) evidences clearer then can be excepred 

againſt , that chey ſee not the ſtrength of 

this 


% 


, Powerfall adverſary, which warres as 
Sainſt our ſoule, 1 Per. 2.11. 
Trumphing conquerour, which leads 
us captive, Rom. 7.23. 
# Ruling Lord , to whom we yeeld our 
ſelves ſervants, Roms. 6. 17. 
j Law of our members which we obey, 


Rom.7.23. 


King which rules in our mortall body, 

\ Rom 6.12. 
Ina word,He onely knowes what hisene- 
my can do, and the utmoſt ſtrength ofhim, 


8 who enters the liſts, who declares an irre- 


concileable warre againſt his enemy, who 
reſolyeth to be victorious in the utter ruine 


of his enemy: Now this the naturall man 
| never 


%* 
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never doth , he never ſo encountrerth with 
ſinne. 

Others may heare of Carthag's ſtrength Þ* the « 
it was Rome that beſt, and fullyeſt knew it: | rains 
or as a man who ſwimmes with the ſtreame | ledg 
may gueſle at it's ſtrength, but he knowes | ſucc 
it who fwimmes againſt it; fo here che beſt | the! 
naturall man with all his improvements re- | wer 
filt's,and oppoſerh this fin bur very little,and | Seat 
therefore cannot know much of its ſtrength | fout 
for this is a fruit of an experienced ſoule | The 
that isexerciſed in warring againſt his fleſh- 3 cam 
ly luſt, whileſt Sampſon ileprt bound in the firll 
twiſts of his own haire he knew nor that | »»d 
ſtrength, which he found in them when he } and 


was awakened: ſecure naturall men are thus | the 
ignorant of ſin's ſtrength. aff] 
s. The beſt 5 The beſt improved naturall man with all rhe 
p_ the helpes you can ſuppoſe (except the law, yet 
” xevep Of divine revelation) never did, or ever | Pla 
diſcover the Will be able to Gi{cover the firſt Riſe, ori- en 
Grjt riſe 0- ginall, and ſpring of that luſt, which doth he 
riginall and yell in the naturall man, and reigneth he 
ge over him. I will not enquire how long the ſut 
men before the floud (who lived withour Ko. 
the Church, ard were not among thoſe wh 
that were accounted the ſons of God, and ſie 
who called on 1:45 name) might reteine ſome eV 


broken 


wad. ©... 13> £4... RX &# WW 1 
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broken traditions concerning the fall of 


Aaam: nor will I now conſider, how long 


* the p_—_— ſons of Cham might re- 
0 


taine ſome contuſed , traditionall know- 


| ledge of this: ſure it was not long, bur in 
| ſucceeding ages,it was quite forgotten, and 
! the beſt improvements of the heathen, who 
| were ard viny,' could never recover it. 
| Search their Archives, aualize their pro- 
{ foundeſt diſquiftions, revolve their naturall 


Theologiſts, obſerve whether they ever 
came neer the diſcovery of this ſin, in its 
firit ſpring and fountune. The Queſtion 
#1nde malum? -puzze)led all the Philoſophers, 
and though ſome of them enquired onely 
the originall of the evil! of ſuffering, and 
affliction, (which is more eaſily found out 
then the evill of fin, and whence ir ſprings) 
yet were at a loſſe: Mavimu Tyrius the 


+ Platonick Philoſopher in his 25 ſerm: thus 


enquires,7 s: af wwdr mal & orion which 
he principally ſtates (as appeares by what 
he there ſaith) in reference to the evills we 
ſuffer, which he calls J6wor & Habyr $ wn 
way % Gukyrias fj xo Sunny, IN diſcourſing of 
which he much miſtaketh, though of an ea- 
ſier diſcovery then the originall of morall 
evill, Aﬀettus (and you mult note theſe 
ſpeak 


Dr Keller 
Miſcel.).1. 
C-6.P. 104+ 
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ſpeake of affe&tions which need to be re&i* 

fied and moderated by vertue) ſunt 4 natu- 

r4, was the opinion of Plato, Ariſtotle, and 
Lipl.maz” their followers: and they generally con- 

| nuduR.ad cluded Pertyrbationes ſeu aff. tus 4 naturd 

Roic. Phil. Jari, & ad virtutem efſe utiles. 

5 . = The belt and ſoberelt wits among them, 


cauſe of all evill in man was to be ſought 
onely in man; though how to find out 
which was the firſt cauſe of the inordinate 
paſſions of the mind they knew not particu- 
larly, and diftintly, but a confuſed, and 
generall notion they had, that it was from 
man humſelfe. How little did the ſam 
ch:es underitand of this? whoſe irrationall 


nitely miſtook the truth. It was a foule mi- 
ftake of the Pelagians too, which they for- 
merly, and others of late have fancied tou- 
ching the irruption of fin into the world. 
That which cruciated Aguſtin: ſo much 
Luoniam Dens fecit omnia hec, bonus bona, 
majus quid:m, C ſummum binum minora 
fecit bona, ſed tamen C creans, & creata 
bona ſunt onima: unde malum? Cconfteſl. 1. 7. 


CY. 


after a long and ſuccefleleſſe enquiry, have F 
prudently defiſted from. farther enquiry, | 
reſolving to content themſelves, that the I 


abſurd conceptions of this tell us they infi- | 


| 
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C.5. F. 2. which place he beſtowes on the 
. diſputes, which were ordinary in this mat- 


ter, concluding nothing there; bur elſe . 


» | where he concludes, Non erat exitus, quere- 
| bam eſtuans, unde malum? que illa turmenta 


pau turicutis cirdis me? qui gemitus? Deus 


| mens! 1,7. conf.c.7. $.1. This] lay which 


ſo troubled him, was undiſcoyered tothem * 


| without the Church, they could not, andir 


In 


is much undiſcerned by naturall men with- 


in the Church, becauſe they wilt not ſee the 


| truth: ſo when Pelagians might have 


known the originall of fin from Rom. 5. 12. 
they choſe rather to corrupt the text (as 


Chemnith- 
us Loc, de 


Chemnit. obſerves ) and ſo hath Pighizes de- peccat.orrg; 
clined from the truth in this point, as who P-22 3-6. 68 


will may obſerve in his controverſy Je Pec- 


cat ; crigan: paſſim: 
} 


P.214 4 
fol. edis, 
1653, 


And the Papiſts know not, or elſe they 
would profeſſe it, ſure: (for right knowledge 
of ſuch a truth, ina councell, and gathered 


for ſuch an end as a councell ſhould be, 
would have engaged them to own the truth, 
and openly declare it. 

What ever they think of it, T know that 
God, and our Lord Jeſus, (who will be ours, 
and their Judge) will account ſuch know- 
ledge to be ng knowledge, In a word, the 

| Endleſſe 
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Endleſle diſputes of men who enquire in+ 
to this beyond what is neceſſary, and in the Þ 
enquiry loſe what knowledge they ſeemed 
ro have had, and grow either ſceptickes, or 
herericks, are full proofe that chey cannot 
with belt improved naturall parts diſcover 
the ſpring and fountaine of char finfulneſſe 

6. The beft Which is 1n our nature. Burt 

improved _ 6. Laſtly (though I might adde more) || 

xaturallmen the beſt improved naturall man never did, | 

could never 1 cer conld he diſcover the deſert, of a" 


"ors this ſinfull frame of his heart ;, it was a 


of heart in thing they never could perſwade themſelves _ 
1 deſerts. to believe that ſucha puniſhment might be | 
juitly inflited on them ſo ſoone as ever they cp 


were borne into the world: Indeed on their li 
principles it was impoſlible rhey ſhould 'p 
diſcover this tor they acknowledged not the || ,.,. 
ſinfulne!ſe of nature , or elſe that this was. _= 
not great , and therefore no obligation to | 
puniſhment , or but to a ſmall pumiſhment. vw 


It is an unquzitioned part of Juſtice to pro- _ 
portion the penalty tothe crime, and true - h_ 


ſtate of 1t,zt 3; parvis leviora in magni gravis nd 
Juftitiz 9g, ſupplicia irrocentar : £0 that they who 


ago accounted this a imall fault could not think x0 
cuique tri. 1© worthy of ſo fore a puniſhment as we -_ 


bucre, Know it deſerverh: if you ſhould hear a Phi- 
loſopher 
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loſopher reading a lecture of the innocency 
of man, of the blameleſſe, (though weake 
' ſtate of an infant, and it ſhould be rold him, 
that yer, there were who held this opinion 
that ſuch might be jultly condemned for e- 
ver,and caſt into that place of natery where 
! offenders ſuffer for their offences, he would 
diſpute the caſe and denie the juſtice of the 

| proceedings. Thus doe very many within 

| the Church, view the Schoolmens determi- 
4 nation, that infarrs ſput out of Heaven lie 
under the Puniſhment cf leſſe,not ſen{e,chat they 
onely miſſe of the enjoyment of God,but fall not 
under a puniſhment of Paine, and Griefe, a de- 
termination which ſavours much ot a neſci. 
ence and ignorance of the deſert of indwel- 
ling luſt:on the ſame generall miſtake doe 

. Poth Socinians, Remonſtrants,and Anabap- 
tiſts deny that any are, or juſtly may be pu- 
mſhed for that fin we call originall fin,or in- 
Senite luſt which dwell's in us: hence they 
load the orthodoxe with many repreachfall 
exclamations of cruc!ty,and injuſtice,and brand 
the truth with unheard of barſpneſſe, with in- 
credible ſeverity and Adamantine mercil:ſneſſe 
againſt peore innocents , ſuch like charges we 
know are laid upon the teachers of the Doct- 
rine, touching the demerit of our fintull na- 

cure 
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rure:& it is no wonder for they judge by the 
mittaken nature of the cauſe, and erring in 
their apprehenſions of the merit of the cauſe, 
do as widely erre in their affigning the pu. 
niſhmenrt due toit. But we who are taughe 
by the Law, and enlighrned by the ſpiric of 
God, ſo that we can fee, and do know that 
we are all tranſgreſlors of that Covenant, 
which promiſed life to perfe  obedicnce, threat= 
ned death to the firſt ſin (which is ours, and 
brought death into the world) that we ave þ 
children of wrath, Eph. 2.3. Under the curſe 
having nt continxed in all things written in | 
the Law to die themGal.z.10. that in Adam 
we all died,1 Cor. 15.22.that we are borne ſo, 
that *nl:ſ[e we be new born we cannot enter in- 
to the kingdome of Heaven,we who are in{tru- 
&ed by rhe ſpirit in ſuch truths, as theſe 
which are confeſſedly above the reach of the 
beſt naturall eye, do ſee thatdeſert of hell, 
and eternal! ſeparation from the preſence of 
God, -which 1s due to this finſull natureof 
ours: though others do not diſcover it nor 
will believe it: we ſee that by reaſon of this 
Luſt our life 1s full of fin and our perſons 
(trom the wombe) obnoxious ro the wrath 
oi God. | 


=» 
* 


$__ 


SERMON au 


Rom. 7. v. 7. latter part, 


Fer I had not knowne Luft, except the Law 
had ſaid, Thou ſhals not Covet. 


Now come to the Fourth 
Generall propoſed,vitza ratio” 
nall account of this truth , 
MA PRE However proud felfe-admi- 
ST ring men do thinke that 
Cle Wiſedome is withthem ,, And 


ſuch perfe& wiſdome too , that a matter of 

ſuch import and weight, as this, cannot be 

hid from them , yer certainly ifthey will 
conſider,and duely weigh, what reaſon ſug- 
ceſteth,in ſuch like caſes,) chey will ſee,that 

as truth affirmes they cannot, ſo reaſon ſhews 4 Generlls 
us why they cannot diſcover this Sin. For , þropound- 


Looke: what reaſon ſuggeſterh, a cauſe of -baw'y 


Gifficulty , or impoſſibility hindering us in ,,,,u, of 
the enquiry, and ſearch, atter che full diſco-1bjs rrwth, 
he F very 
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very of what we do bur imperfectly, and ob- 
ſcurely know in things of another nature - 
"ſhe ſame, ( proportionably applyed to this 
buſineſſe in hand, ) will evidently manifeſt 
the Difhcelty of Getting any conſiderable mea- 
ſzre, and the impoſſibility of attaining any full, 
and perfeft knowledge of this ſinne , by the beſt 
improved Naturall man in the world ; And 
this 1 hope to make Good to Fou : 


1 Becauſe in that enquiry which the na- | 


Reaſ.1.Be- turalt man maketh into lin in the Generall, 


cauſ? dN4" and in that enquiry he maketh into this in | 


ruP ill man aged 
| = _ uſe Particular, he proceederh to make the diſco- 
che 


| very by a Diſtorted; and Crooked Index, or 
| "—Y_ Rule, indeed there is both a diltorted and 
crooked faculty which judgeth,and a crook- 
cd rule by which it judgeth - The Reaſon 


or judgement of a naturall man is perverted | 


by finne ; 0 the Scripture which is the truth 
of God, and ſpeakeih ouely truth, affures us 
onewhile that naturall men are 4 crocked and 
perverſe generation, Phil: 3. 15. of reprobate 
ind, Rem. 2.28. And freward in their paths, 
Prev.2.15. that They have no underſtanding, 
P(al. 14.2. ro rectified underſtanding ro 
{eeke, apprehend and judge of the things of 
Cod, and to walke with him : but a perver- 
ted underſtending ( which rturneth them 

| alide 


4 


; 


t 


"_— p_ 
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1 afide ) they all have as is intimated in the 


" Þ third verſe. 


Otherwhile the Scripture faith they are 
of a froward heart , Prov. 11,%. 20.,wiſe and 


7 crafry in their Councels, but yet theſe Coun- JwWPP 
| cels are {till troward , 7b 5.. 13. and they 


| are(to a manjofa perverle heart, Prov.12.8., FWY 


p 


| whoſe conceprions and diſputes are perverſe &2NDJ 


$ alſo, they are rya/iareufdat Serompurrur Ar” 235 mp3 


Sr mwy mo v5v 1 Tim. 6.5, There is a crook- 
ednefle and obliquity in the underſtanding 
of this natural! man , which ( not the $crip- 
tures onely , bur ) reaſon it ſelfe alſo connr- 
meth to us, and complainerh of, both which +. , .. 
are with admirable, yer Anigmaricall inge- cyecis, 
nuity expreſled * by a beantifull woman , (it- 
ting within , or by the G ate , at which we enter 


| wito this life , who deceivath with a fare ſhew, 


and her name i Atom . 

; AT&7y AE 11 W ors 22s a Y2a'Trs TACI90% 5 in 
her hand a Cup, in which the drinke, radvs 
& * ayrae ( as my Author recites it ) and of 
this edrric mivvotznn” bt uw wagrov bt d* new, 
whence it is (faith the Author ) that they 
ds Ti " Ayaas x, + TAayou Ov myTwited oÞs Tis 
* Azam in deinyrt moi Bir 1 ann) bids nos 
mi Blu ng Thaurgrnmiirs. Bur why do I pur 
you to the trouble of gheſling ar the rruth 
- F 2 from 


MW rius Scru 
' | 34. 


* Pecca- 
cum PCci- 
tuibatio 

rations at 
que ordinis 
Vid Fr. Pi- 
cum Mi- 
rand. de 

vanic.dog, 
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Ia 7s uy Z!' b woes Te Pooein, Ty LEAVE) GTA ® 
piv, Tt 15 no eaſfie thing to find out truth , 
the ſoule of man is in danger to mifle it by 


*Mx.Ty- from Riddles , when *.others ſpeake plaine, Tnat 
, MAETOp 6 prbv AG2aV P1T>1 urdu e »» " Ts er » & cura 


t rect 
| tiats 
7 can 


it's over -readinefle ro ;zudge or doubt of | adec 


that it apprehends , like a warpt or ſhaken 
beame in a ballance , never gives an exact 
Cifference of weights, ſo reajon* diſturbed or 
diltorred by ſin. Humanum eſt errare,neſcire 
labi,isa teltimony we need not be aſhamed 
ofin a Pulpit , chough we firſt learn't it in a 
Grammar <$chole. Indeed the many errours 
of the belt Philoſophers in many plain caſes; 
the many Aflertions of the * uncertainty of 
all things{whence it came to paſle that ſome 
undoubrted truths were cenſured for the 
Bold decerminations of raſh men. ) Theſe I 
ſay are proofe, that the molt indulgent Fa- 
thers, and ſtrenuous Fatrons of Nature's a- 
bility,did fee and contefle an uncertainty at 
lealt , ora perverſneſſe azid crookednefle in 
the mind of man, Now if there be fuchan 
obliquity in the mind ;- it cannot be, that it 
ſhould rghtly and fully diſcover this fin, for 
a crooked and oblique thing can never be 
tully diſcovered by that which is crooked, 
and this ſtands on this botgome, Rectum eff 
7ndex 


| evil 
E 
 neſl: 

: Am 
# dott 


| 1s 


tara 


Y 
I 


and 
| part 
0 A 
| nall 
! and 
| tanc 
| nall 
ſenſ1 
| The 
be a 
beca 
You! 
ry 0 
Croc 
be f 
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$ dex ſui & obliqui. The mind then of a na- 
j turall man beſt improued, moſt refined, and 
\ rectified , remaining {t1]] in greateſt part Vi= 
tiated and corrupted with juch a pravity 
can be at beſt but a partial}, weake, and in- 
| adequate diſcerner of the vitiouſnefſe and 
7 cvill of this ſinne. 

{ Every finne is *a0z/2 an unrighteouſ- 
| neſſe, and every naturall man's mind is Nos 
"den, or he is "Al.-« & unrighteouſneſle , 
doth not unvaile unrighteoutneſſe : every 
YE IS 'Avowe an irregularity, and every na- 


turall man is Avvo; without a pertect rule, 
and he is called "Avo; in reſpet to that 
| part in him which 1s capable of , and-ſubie&t 
| ro a Law , which 1s either ſolely the Ratio- 
| nall part, or principally at lealt; the ſenſual! 
| and brutiſh being under a Law by concomi- 
| tance or affinity to the rationail. The ratio- 
| nall direRiy , immediately , and per /e : The 
ſenſitive indirectly, remotely, & per accidens. 
| The beſt improved "A-2ucc cannor potlibly 
| be a ſufficient judge of that which is *A-0i«, 
| becauſe both are irregular, you ever loſt 
your labour, and miſſed finding the obliqui- 
ry of that line which you meaſured by a 
crooked line, indeed if your meaſuring line 
be ſomewhat [traiter then your meaſured 
line 
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line you may find out ſomewkat of its croos« | 
kedneſs but not all,you may find a degreeof | 
obliquiry more in the one then in the 0-1 
ther ; 

But not juſtly how. much more: as you} 
cannot find ont juſtly the capacity of an un «| 
known veſſell by meaſuring it with a lefſe 
veſſell, once to be filled, whence you'i ſoon 
ſee that the unknown conteines more, bur! 
you remain uncertaine how much more, ſo 


— 


4 


tem! 
diſc! 
whi 
EM. 
che 
Yeti 
" 
C 


goe « 
had 


ſome 

Naturall improved men walking by a i{trai- 
ter line then the looſe and viler fort of them, 
bringing theſe men to be tryed by their 
better & {traiter life have found a crooked- 


not found how great this defleCtion is. Af: 

Scipio, | 

A Cato or a Druſus Germanicus paralle!-|: 

ling themſelves with a laſcivious Poet, with 

an incontinent Clodius can fee there is much 

of this {in,indeed much more of the fruit of 

this fin (but they cannot ſce abſolutely or 

C. Fabritii certainly how much more) in theſe perſons, 
comment! then in themſelves. 

- - ar The examples of ſome eminent among 

#4 Cicer, hem for gratitude & temperance may con- 

Parad,s, vince and ſhame others ungratefull and in- 

| temperate 


Lead Bo 


aa 7 


— 


ct 


_g Dm z . 
< © racy. a 


neſle and deflection from rectitude,burt haye | 


the 
of 1 
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00- } temperate men, but ſuch examples cc. - 4 
cof } diſcloſe all the ingratitude & intemperance 
 0- | which lyerh in ſuch breaits; 


The Piety, and religious obſervance of p;2 1texs 


you? che Deities in ſuch as Lucius Albarres who imil.1 6x. 


in «7 preferred his Conntrey Gods and their Pricſts 
eſle | | zo bus owa wife and Children. 
zon} QOrina Metellns who firbad the crn[ul to 
duc goe out of the Citty towards Africa bt re he 
tu had ſacrificed and ſo began his journey with 
| f the good leave of the Gods, &c, The Piety 
ral-? of ſuch men being made the ftandard to 
em, meaſure ſome others who contemned all re- 
[eirf} Jigion did find out ſome what, {bur not how 
ed-F! much) of Atheiſme and irreligion was in 
avef/ theſe men. 

A In a word the Scribes, and Phariſceswho 
| fate in Moſes chaire and thought it catter 
el-} fo to do then to walke in Votes his Law) 
irhÞ judging the life ofa Publican or baxlot by 
chF the ftriftneſſe of a Phariſaicall bolyneſſe, 
off ſoon ſaw much wanting in theſe perſors, 
or and ſo judged them finners with a wwrnelle;, 
ns,F bur they could neither declare how great 
ſinners they were, nor could they cderect 


d 


ns their own inbzrent wickedneſſe , becauſe 

N- | their judgment perverted already could nor 

n-# givea right ſentence; as anuncertaine bal- 
: 


re F 4 lance 
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may ſhew there is a difference,the one ligh. 
ter then the other but cannot ſhew hw 
much difference, . how much one is lighter 
"then the other: So here 

The beſt improved underſtanding while 
naturall onely is an uneven ballance, intc 
which caſt you the natural] heart and life at 
one end and the law ar the other, It will 
diſcover a want of weight in the heart and 
life but becaute it knowes not exactly how 
much the law ourweigheth rhem there can- 
not be a cercaine diſcovery what and how 
great want of weight there 1s in ſuch a heart 
and life let this then Rand, the firſt demon- 
ſtration, Refum eſt ind: x [ui t vbliqui, whats 
ever is not perfectly {trait cannot. be a 
perfect meaſure to find out the obiiquity of 
that which is crooked, bur now the belt im- 


proved naturall man is nor {trait, nay. he is | 


very crooked, ( his unſanRiftied improve- 
ments make him more perverſe, and croo- 
ked )and the nat urall heart is (by it's ſinful- 
neſle) diſtorted, which ſhould be meaſured 
thecefore I doubt not to conclude, this per- 
verted underſtanding cannot diſcerne tully 
the ſinfulneſle of a perverted heart. 

- The 


lance into which you caſt different weights | 


/, 
2, 
7 not: 
Mnf 
I beca 

{pir1 
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| nail 
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"ts & 2, The belt improved naturall man can- 4. Reaſon, 


3 


gh- |} not attaine a right and full diſcoyery of the becan/ahere 
ow i finfulneſſe of Iis nature, or carnall heart; 
ter Jbecauſe this finfulneſſe conſitts much of 


hle Fin his higheſt improvement remaines car- 
ntc fi nall and ſenſuall, 
eat} There is indeed a fpiricuall deformity or 
will © wickednefle in every fin, though not equally 
ind Fin every ſin,ſome fins are more ſenſuall, and 
ow {© brutiſh as riot, in ule of meats, and drinkesz 
an- funcleanneſſe in the abuſe of our bodies,and 
ſuch like fins which are commited by us 
principally with the parts, and :ppetite 
which in us is common with the bruit heals 
I called by Hi-ricles UAIiveu 4.35) wt ORP2 UH 
I bleneſſe of thiſe who are whilly immerſed in 
of | matter. 
m- |} Other ſins proceed from more ſublim2- 
is Fted affeRions, and thoſe which are retired 
'e- Þ from the drofſe,and lees of matter and tevie; 
0- Þ as being immediately from the rational] foul 
ul- Þ withour the intervention of bodily orgars 
ed Fas Atheiſme, Idolatry,&c. 
r= The firſt irregular paſſiors of the minds 
ly I which are not onely {pirituall wickecneſle 
becauſe originally ſpringing from the mind 
16 | whichis a ſpirit, but alſo becauſe contrary 
LO 


a ritu2!! Wite 
NT : " ednefe in 
ſpirituall wickednefſe and the naturall manyyj, fe, 
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ro a holy ſpirituall law , for fo the ApoſtleFof a 1 
ſpeakes of the Law, that it zs ſpiritual and and | 
it ſin be a tranſpreſſion of this law there$j:yÞ 
muſt needs be ſomewhat of ſpirituall wick-1 Fnr- 
ednefſſe in every particular ſin, were it need-l Con| 
full ro.contirme this it might be fully confir-}) T 
med from. 
Sin's contrariety toaLawgiver who is a ſpiri 
and commands ſpirituall obedience to every 
command,and aito in every act of obedience, 
as allo from ' tics: 
Sin's affefting, or inhzring in a ſpiritualiſ! 1 
ſubſtance as in the prime, immediate and}} it w 
proper ſubje&t of it which is the rationallÞ| whi 
ſoule, | the 
This then is certaine that there is a highÞ beir 
degree of ſpirituall wickedneſle in the frame} and 
of our carnall hearts, now a naturall man}} finn 


© the 2 
|ted 
| man 
| Gifce 


higheſt improved in his parts can never be 
more or better then Na.urall or Carnall in 
his Apprehenſion, and judgment of things; 
his underſtanding proceed's in a carnall 
manner) 1s indeed, as now weakned by finne 
proportioned onely to a low, ſenſuall, and 
carnall objec, orif it lift upit ſelfe rowards 
what is ſpirituall it is not in a ſpirituall man- 
ner, view, and conſider we.l the Notions 
which Reaſon (left to it ſelfe) hath framed 


of 


ſpir 
15a 


niſl} 


CO I CO Inn 


j\ 
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oftlefofa Deity its Being, Attributes, Providence, 
/ ard {and Happineſſe, Religions worſhip of the De- 
heref$i:y both as to things it ſelfe and manner of ir, 
vick-9 Future world and juſt judgment with the 
eed-!} Conſequences of it,&c.how have, 
nfir-7 Theſe ſpirituall obje&ts been debaſed in 
| the apprehenſions of theſe men,and preſea- 
pirit}; ted to us in either abſurd, or (at beſt) in a 
veryli manner ſuited to our ſenſes ? a ſufficient 
nce,}; diſcovery of the carnall and ſenſuall facul- 
7 tics of a ſinfull mind. 
ruali'! Had we no other evidence to prove this, 
and}] it were enough , and more then enough, 
nallÞ which we have from their Poets concerning 
| the juſt puniſhments of ſoules for ſin, which 
| being ſpirituall ſubſtances, and convicted 
and condemned for ſpirituall offences (as 
| finnes are)ſhould be ſuppoſed puniſhed with 
r be] ſpirituall puniſhments by that judge who 


Il inf} 1s a ſpirit, but will you heare what che Pu- 
195; | niſhments are * How deſcribed ? 

nall | 

nnef Prim!s in faucibus Orci 
and} Lnftns & wltrices poſmere cnbiita cure, 
rds} Pallenteſque habitant mcrbi, triſtiſque ſe- 
an- nettns,Cc. 


And 


Virg.6. 
eEnr 4, 
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And another Poet who is beholding to! 
the chariry of ſome one or two that would}... 
report him a Chriſtian converted fromf$ «<,,; 
Heatheniſh ignorance (though there be more, e, 
charity in their good wiſhes then there is} virit 
of cruth in their ſtory, ) This Poet as others Leipa 
became vaine in his imagination of future, þ 
judgment,and is right onely in this General ulry 
that the judge Exequat damnum meritts inf} 7, 


Ti 


&er 


the particulars how vaine and carnall! heme 
On v 
Aſuta ferarum Erou! 


Cogit vincla pati, truculentos ingerit Hr- - ir 
fis. urall 
Predoneſque lupis,, fallaces vulpibrs ad-Frerne 
ait, CFC. $no 

his 0 

The belt improved naturall man then, 1s = | 
very carnall in his judgment and apprehen- [ybiac 
ſion; therefore not able to judge of, or find fþf ir. 
out, that ſpir'tuall wickednefte which is in Þ - 1n 
it felfe;and this 1 bottome on theſe two un- ſhe nz 
doubred truths. ly co 
Aenſura & menſuratum ſunt ejuſarm Gee Brnow 
».714 Extenſions muſt be meaſured by Ex- part i 
tenſion elſe you will never. find them our. appr: 
Likewiſe zur x 
Senſe þ: be 
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5 OJ Senſe muſt betryed by ſenſe, and reaſon 

uld annot be judged bur by reaſon. 

om Spirituall's whether zz gener: Bozrt as faith, 

'OrehHope, love, repentance, all the graces ofthe 

"© 15Fpirit,or whether in Gen:re ma/ias unbeliete, 

w SP eſpaire &c. which are contrary to grace 
re 


JV 
| 
i 


. 
2 [ 
Im 


IN- 


\ſe 


| an be diſcerned by none bur a ſpirituall ta- 
ulty for | 

Inter cbjeftum & or 7annm proport1o ſit opor= 
Fet which is che other undoubted maxime 
fon which this ſecond demonſtration is 
grounded : Now the evill ro be diſcerned 
$4 ſpirituall objec, the beit organ, a Na- 
mall improved man can poſlibly uſe to dif- 
terne it,is Carnall, and Senſuall and as there 
$no proportion between this obiect, and 
this organ, ſo there will be as lirtle propor- 
tion berwcea the real! crue nature ot the 
biact and this Judgwent which 1s made 
f it. 

In one word as we know certainly that 
the naturall man doth eaſily tind out, ftrongs 
Jy convince himſelte, (to an ingenuou ac- 

nowledgment and deep refentment)of that 
part in this ſin which is proportioned to his 
apprehenſions ſo we know he cannot find 

ur the other (which is the greater) part of 
i: being ſo much above his apprehenſiors, 
Thirdiy 
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| ftration, Thirdly, the beſt improved naturall man ould 
W Th: it without a divine revelation , can make a di{-J#” » 
[| improved covery no farther chen the light of his re$?E*5 
Wl! nawall . ceived maximes diffuſe themſelves, as a man”) 
\1 _ of quickett ſight cannot fee ar any time be yon 
in#er dif ond thar ſpace which is enlightned ; and$**" 
coverythen though many times he doth not fee to the Nce 
zhe tight of urmoſt bound of it, yet he never ſees beyon$%% 
w _ o_ it; though many times , he fall ſhort and hi 2p n 
rea Fight isover-run by the longer race whicl ip th 
the Sun beame run's, yet it never out-rucF®"5 © 
the ſhorteſt ray of light; bur keeps even lay 
with it, taking up where the Ray firlt withy udgi 
drawes it's light. rm 
So the naturali man walking in hi heir 
ſearch after this {infull frame of nature by | 
light that runs not farre enough to diſcoye2t 
this whole myſtery of iniquity , muft needg"s © 
give over his ſearch, and fall fo farre ſhort 0 ndo 
| the diſcovery,as his light fal's ſhort of penep®#7* 
| trating the darke corners , and receſles 0  allc 
| this ſinne : Now the greateſt and clearelf© 
light with which theſe natural men entereQ-®! 
this profound deep heart, was this,Gmme pecfÞP aft 
catum. eft contra natyram*. And having lightp*au 
ed up this jamp, they made ſome ſhift te 'CIcc 
diſcover ſome little , and indeed it was comF* ul: 
paratively bur little ro what lay hidden,theſ"4 4 
coul's< 
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# 

mantould tell us chat Zunwm was ſecundum natu” 

dif-$a7 , Senec. Epiſt. 118, and elſe-where 0- 

's reFhers could tell us, Bonwm eft quid natura ef 

man$#/olntum, Cicer. de fin:b. citing Dicgen. Ba +g, ſome of 

» bedy/on . And Laeriizs r Ajay 3% 76200 are the School - 

| and$-4 103447. Hence indeed it followes, that men Pecca» 

» theÞnce contrariorum contr aria eft ratio; Malum, by wm on 

yon uſt be, quid prater vil contra PABKYEI. c\.5 ecedea 

d hi1zy  xauy x; mug 177 5 . Now let us take to ab eo, 

/hic{Þp this darke Lanthorne , and fee how farre quod eſt 

rucÞÞis could likely guide chem in this enquiry « {ecunduna» 

everd ſay it could guide them bur very little in — 

virchSudging of any , bur lefle in judging of this _—_ - 
Jinne, tor this Maxime of theirs occaſioned 

= + their miſtakes, as is evident. 

by 2 The very early ſpringing of this birrer The' early 

oyeFoot was an occaſion of their errour in judg-/pringing of 

\eed$"g of this ſinne,though they proceed by this con 

rt oÞ:ndoubred maxime , tor be it, Peccatum eff ,,, m—_ 

eneFotira natrram ;, yet what 15 contra naruram many igne- 

ſes of alſo later chen nature, and of ſome aiter rance of ih& 

areſccd rime , and ſprings up afterward. The bn. 

-ere@-ardner ſowes good feed , the weeds fpring 

» pecÞp afterwards, the Statuary beaurifieth che 

;oheÞrarue , wormes and blemiſhes are the un- 

ix 1$-<)come birth of injurious time, and rough- 

comÞ#! uſage : Diſeaſes are the ruſt of rhe body, 

theſþnda ruſt is contracted by ſome after ma- 

-ould phe influence, in 
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in this manner then, the paturall mar 
beſt improved , ſeduced, and drew him 
ſeife into an errour touching this {inne : Ht 
lookes to the early buuding of nature ob 
ſerves what the firſt truits are: And finding 
them ſo early , concludes they are not +; 
bur 27 eys9w . And 1o rather acquits then 
as innocent or commends them as lau 
dable, then ſuſpects thein as cxlpable, 0 
condemneth them as guilry . He knoweth 
and there is much cruth 1n it, that primum i 
quovis genere eft maxime conforme prodaucent 
if Narure then lying open to his view , an 
obſervation fir!t producerh ſuch effects ( a 
we by the Law Know to befinne. ) If the 
workings of this f:ntull frame be judged th 
ficit fruits of nature , as indeed they are ap 
prehended, and judged by ſome men, n 
wonder if they conclude them as farre from 
being contra naturam, and blame worthy in 
their moral! conſideratio,as they, obſerve the) 
are betore othersin their natzra/l ſpring and 
birth. 

This indeed is the amepar Js of thi 
Natsrall belt Improved man;that theſe motr 
ons are f. cxrn4:m naturam(which is true 0n- 
ly of corrupted nature to which theſe moti- 
ons are conſonant) therefore not vicious in 
them- 
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themſelyes,nor from 2 Vitious fountaine. 
In one word this 18hT Onne Vitiun eſt 


I contra naturam could not diſt over what that 


nature is which thus 1s made the law con- 


FIdemning vice; but it needed another light 


to diſcoyer that,viz: the word, and ſpirit of 
God, by which we know what that nature 
is to which fin isa ccntrariety , and ſo we 
can dijcover by this rule more of its {inful- 
neſſe, becauſe we know more of the holy- 
nefſe of primitive created nature in a con- 
trariety to which it 15 true that fin feconda- 
rily doth conſiſt, (1 ſay ſecondarily) for fin 
is primarily a contrariety tothe holy nature 
of God.and fo farre as this is copyed out in 
us, and remaines in our nature 10 tarre 1t 15 
true to lay Ynod orntra naturam, eſt pecca- 
t#m,but the truth 1s 

A natural! man can no more diſcover the 
deformity of this finfuil frame by comparing 
it with his notion of nature, then a man can 


_ diſcover the great unlikeneſſe of a picture 


from the firſt patrerne of it, by comparing 
it with a draught of the ſame picture taken 
by the copy that is already greatly defa- 

ced. 
Could the naturall man come toa fight 
of that excellent frame in which our nature 
G was 
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was firſt modelled, he might probably dif- 

cerne how much we are unhke our ſelvesÞf for; 

how much contrariety there now is, to thatÞ} fg 
holyneſſe which once we had, and fo how} gaj 

much ſinfulneſſe there.now is in us , but Hell gce 

cannot do fo, the giaſſe in which he beholdsf je& 

this naturall irame 1s full of ſpors,and darke}# hea; 

pieces which hide,and diſſemble the greateſt} 

part of thoſe ſpots and blemiſhes which are] yer 

in us. Put beſide this miltaken notion of Nay] it g 

rure,and its firſt viſtble aftings. Y the/ 

2. There is another ching tliat occaſions} grd, 

» Gradualt be naturall man's error and renders it im} cau 
jzcreaſe 0; POflible he ſhould diſcover this fin fully; on c 
this fins That is,the Graduall increaſe, and conſtant) þ 
(rength i» growth in the ſoule which keeps even pacgf| kim! 
ang », with bis improvement in his naturall , and} of cl 
32 n0rance acquired abilities. : | nuti 
ef iti in, It isa fin that loſeth not it's ſtrength by} ente 
its long continuance ; its vigour abates not can 

in old age;and this occaſ.ons this concluſionſ tyra 


that it is not contra but ſecundum naturans B 
and the naturall man thinks his concluſionF this, 
rationall, I fee faith he | crea 


All preternaturalls are till in the waineP deac 
and loſe as much of their ſtrength as they} & & 
vet of ape. This 

A winter floud isnot (after a month a taind 
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fix weeks faire weather) like what it was be- 
fore, Bur I fee a faire river increaſeth its 
ſtock by running and the ſame beares up a 
gallant ſhip , before ir loſerh ir ſelfe in the 
ocean, which would hardly beare the ſmal- 
leſt fiſhers boat a mile,or two from its ſpring 
head 

A Glaring Comet ſhines brighter then, 
Venus, or any of the brighteſt itarres; bur 
it grows dimme and fades quickly ; Becauſe 


| th:/eare not from naturall cauſes working . 
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orderly and per /e bur are the effects ofa 
cauſe thar acts per accidens to the produtti= 
on of them. 

And by this piece of Sophiſtry deceives 
kimſelfe arguing from the gradual increaſe 
of this fins {trength ro a denyall or a dimi- 
nution of it's ſinfulnefſe, and he will not 
entertaine at any hand a thought thar ir 
can be ſinfull which he apprehends to be na- 
turall, 

Bur it 1s ſo much the more finfull for 
this,as thoſe are greater diſeaſes which in- 
creaſe by their continuance on us, or thoſe 


ainef deadlyelt poiſons whoſe violence awakeneth 
theyp & ſtrengtheneth it ſelfe by its own working, 


This being a truth and unqueſtionably cer- 


1 or | taine that this fin is ſtill on che increaſing 


ſix 
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hard and though the naturall man ſees it] thi 
not as 4 ſ6:,yer he dorh fee it and its growth gle; 
as a Naturall affetiion or Paſſion;ard the beit J pat 
of naturall mien that ever lived or boaſted ? nat 
himſelfe of pertection never did, or could } fro 
diminiſh the itrength of this f1n, or do = | us: 
more in order to this, then a rider doth!? ey 
breake , and diminiſh the ſtrength of the}! {tri 
horſe which he intends ro man tor his ſer-f} gin 
VICE; : | | 
I know that this ſtreame did not run, nor y evi 
now doth it run, with cquall violence, and ? ma 
impetuouſneſſe in every channell : but IF! viz 
know withall, the calmer ſtream was ever}! fp, 
the Geepeſt, and {trongeſt to beare a bur-P! yy 
then, and hath gradually increaſed: ſo it is the 
here, ſome natural! mens lifts have been}} in x 
violent, and run hike a» Eaver tothe over- | ſuf 
whelming all chat was like to impede them | bois 
from ſatisfying their lults: others have madef} anc 
lefſe noiſe, but their lulis have runne with ;1 - 
more ſober {trength and borre up the veſſel gh 
that was laden with a weightier fraughr andÞ gif 
carried them {ſtrongly to fcek themſelves, Þ wh 
and their own glorv. 7 nat 
Briefly then the NVateral! man belt impro-Þ and 
ved takes this for lus principle que ind:es | Juſt 
angeſennt ſunt a nati.ra next oblerves -m ral 
rele 
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theſe Paſſions do grow daily,& if not in v1- 
olent rage: yet in even ſtrength: and therefore 
paſſes them for the genuine offipring of 
nature, both /ove/y and comm: ndable farre 
from that finfulnefle which the law a{furerh 
us is in them. And how ſhould fuch a one 


doth? ever diſcoyer the fintulneſſe of that he fo 


the |! 
{er- 


3. Beſide there is a third conſiderati "2. . 
nor f evinceth the impoſlibiliry of che Vater os 
and}! man's diſcovering thefintulneſle of this ſin, ,afor «f he 
ut IN? vize 7t's mniverſall extent over all mens per - naturd!l 
vert ſwades himto an optniczt that it 7s ſccnmarm 97 1 1$70- 
Dur-t natzran, if this were in ſome few, not in'*"© cal 
it isÞ} the moſt of men, or if ir the molt yet _— 
Xen} inall men, perhaps improved reaſon might 
Ver-F ſuſpeRt, and diſcover it's unwarranted 7» 
hem { bcing , and that this were preternaturall 
"acdep and culpable:diſeaſes(I ſce)are not the ſ2me 
withÞ in all men, but reaſen and rifibllity are, (1 
eflel} obſerve alſo that) learning is not cqualiy 
and} diſpenſed to all, but it is nor queltionable 
VES,Þ whar all(toa man) have is to be accounted 

naturall, of ſuch nature are thoſe motions 
Pro-F and their principles whith rhe <cripture cals 
19:5 Þ luſts of the fleſh; but Philoſophy and a Natu- 
that Þ rall man would call Paſſtcas of the mind. 
teſe G 3 If 


ſtrongly imagines to be of no worſe ori- 


| Sine then nature. 
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If there were no ocher vaile upon the eyes | the 
of the nacurall man, bur this, it would be v anc 
200 thick for him ro ſee through it the foul. 7 ſon 
neſſe of this fin. He knowes too, beſide this | int 

univerſality of ſubje& that there is an uni- | anc 

verſality of time alſo, according to which it ] 

is evident that it comes neare to a likeneſſe|} boc 

with naturall cauſes and effe&s which are} ſon 

perperually the ſame in all times,and ages. |! Per 

The Sun ever ſhined and warmed in che); ] 

ſame manner it now doth,the nearer acceſlef? ſon 

to usever wrought the ſame change in the}; Je 
ſeafon,&c. | be 

Now if in all ages the ſame paſſions|| thit 

have appeared in man's nature, how can it}! ten 

be (faith the narvrallman) they ſhould bef} hie1 

preternaturall or ſinfull here he ſtumbles,}/ con 

fall's, and is not able to riſe and recover|/ unl 

himſelfe. int 

Pnifumiy 4- To theſe three a fourth thing beingþ like 
of it: afling added makes yer the third demonitrationÞ if y 
in all ocea- more cleare and diſcovereth farther the im- ſam 
_ poſſibilitie of a diſcovery of thisſin by im. the 

- ag, proved nature, now this is,the wniforwity of the the 

, a#tings of this ſinfull frame of nature, which} #4 

is ſuch, that there is no variation at all in itsÞ plo' 
actings, unleſſle from ſome accidentall cir-Þ tex 

cumſtances: as to the maine of its atings|} A 


theyf 


4 
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eyes | they are now, as they have been formerly, 
| be} and they will be (while men are borne the 
oul. 7 ſonnes of Adam) uniforme to themſe'ves 
this } in thoſe men who are in other caſes equall, 
uni- ] andalike. 
ch it/} Indeed the temper,ſtrength,and health of 
eſſe|] body (in ſome grearter, in others leſle,) may 
are} ſomewhat alter the viſible part of thisjin, or 
es, || perhaps 
i the Birth, Education, and Company , may 
:eſſe#! ſomewhat heighten the unlawſull pro- 
1 the}; jects, and deſignes of the naturall man, and 
| be occaſion to this ſin to attempt greater 
ions]! things ; & Satan may poſlibly adventure to 
an it}! tempt one to a greater wickedneſle then 
d bef tie will another, and ſo in thele extrinſecall 
bles,}| conſiderations, there many times 15 a great 
over|/ unlikeneſſe,and difformity in mens ins: bur 
in thoſe very men which now were fo un- 
einsþ like , you ſhall obſerveas great a likeneſle, 
tionf if you'l give them the ſame opportuniry,the 
im-Þ ſame meanes &c. and make them equall in 
im-| their advantages to execute, as they are in 
f the their »atzres to contrive. 
hich And if we could fee the inſide of mens 
n itsÞ plots we ſhould ſee it may be the ſame con- 
cir-Þ texture in the / Of him that aimes at a 
ingsÞ Ambition Crowne, And 
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4 Of him that aims at a pet- 
ty Conltable's place onely 


| the deſig:,e is greater, and | 


: the materialls different, bur 


| bent upon rhem, and alike 


contrivins how to get them. | 


5. To theſe take in that aelight whrye- 
with wuweartedly 
ved man proviceth for 


this occaſioneth his errour and miitake in 
ard it's a- this enquiry: Thus he arguech,were the na- 


WL fings.occa. turall mans heart fo fintull as the Scripture 
a. fron of ths 


| fgnorgnie, 


beſpeaks it to be, it ſeemeth not likely that 
{o much delight could be taken in ſerving it, 
in all its projets, and deſignes: for what is 
preternatur all, as all finne 1s, muſt be bur- 
tzenſome and irkeſome roo, and could not 
be with pleature and delight conſtantly 
followed, though ſomerime a more violent 
exerciſe for a quarter of an houre be a de. 
light, and p'eaſure to us : yer a longer time 
would make us weary of it, becauſe all vio- 
lence 1s againſt. nature:if the naturall incli- 
nations of the hearc were ſinfull, and pre- 
ternaturall che man would be weary of the 
purſuir,but unw eariednefſe argues m_ 
neue 


the naturall be!t impro- | 
his lults and ſatisfy- | 
eth them and you ſhall obſerve how greatly # 
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'et- Ituralneſſe of the motion to the movent : 
ely Pnd delight beſpeakes ſuitable faculty and 
ind WbjeR; ſo thar In this manner the beſt impro- 
bur Fed Rcaſcn deceives it felfe , and by a wiſ- 
zlly Spplication of a truth , which he underſtan- 
ike Beth nor, entangles himſelfe in an impoſſibt- 
em. Jity of finding out what he enquireth after 
re. (Þs 1s evident 1n the particulars mentioned. 
"O- ” Kethat {uppoſeth his owne Notion of na- 
fy- ure to be the genuine and adzquare noti- 
tly ©n of it, but leaves our a maine part of it, 
+ in [and then meaſurerh and judgeth all to be 
1a- [good which ſuits with chat Notion; and that 
are [bnly evill which is contrary to it mult needs 
ar {Ereatly miltake in his judgement both of 
ir, [Bod and evill. Thus che naturall man 
tis {rames a notion of his owne , and repreſents 
1r.. Farure, but conſiders not its corruption,and 
[thereby calls evill good, and judgeth rat 
tly mall or none , which is an exceecing great 
nr flinne. 
le. A natural! unwillingneſle that he ſhould, 4. Rea'; _ 
ne and a [trons reiojution that he will not ay” becanſe hy 
fl _ in other colours, then thoſe he can de- # unwilling 
| 


li. Wight in, and which he judgech beauriull ; "5.4? - 
| : c12erwiſe 
-e- {ihe naturall man is unwilling to walke a=, 4, 


he [proadin his owne cloathes, which are tilchy, m,z-5.4ft, 
18 dro be ſer forth in his owne colours : He 4rd g/o-y mm 
hat: th mite. 


[9 Sinneysdote 
=” enthcir fins "p "He" ls 
"Exck.2z, Would faine be ns uzza;. Therefore hee'lſee tl 
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bateth the light , Foh. 3. 20. becauſe his na" 
ture, and his workes are indeed , and will aphhe lift 
peare in the light to be evill. He is a crafty,ll ou 
and deceirfull tradeſman,who will not ſhewhyho « 
his indifferent, and bad wares , but with thethey 1 
advantage of a darke ſhop:1f there be a par-perſw 
cell better then other, he perſwades you tothem, 
take the tothe light; he is willing to own « us 


they will prove enough co his intended adJpre v« 
vantage : fo let what ſeems good, and ſuchipf th 
as he thinks may approve it ſelte vpon a tri-Yhoul 
all, be done by a naturall man, And thejpear 
neighbourhood ſhall ring of it, he will walkeſand t 
abroad in that dreſle, init he admires * him Þpynit 
ſelte, and hopes others will do ſo too, for hefiloves 


ſtand it out with Preachers, and diſputeÞthat* 
the conviction, and maintaine while he can, (He W 
with Sazl;, 1 Sam. 15-20. I have ob:yed\rer t 
th: commandement of the Lord , my wayes arch for | 
equal, as the proud ſelfe juſtifying few ſaid,Þthe v 
Ezx#h. 18.25 Naturail men truſt they areÞenjo! 
righteous, and ſeek this righteouſneſſe inÞthen 
themſelves, Zeke 18. 9. they eſtabliſh theirÞhim 
owne righteouſneſle , Rom. 10. 3. they willF neſſe 
either find or make roome for boaſting : thefcerr: 
multitude of Phariſees in our Savi»zr”s time, Þ pryi 
and all men before and ſince { of this ſtamp )Þ diſce 
feryants} 
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s nafervants to their'luſts, and eſtranged from 
j1l apFhe life of God, all our proud merit mongers: 
afty,ll our ſelfe-charitable, lazy , profeſſours 
ſhewhyvho do not indeed ſo much as others, bur 
i chethey thinke as well, for they themſelves are 
par-perſwaded, that God loves them, accepts of 
bu toghem, and in this cloathing they will appeare 
| thejto us (I fay) the multitude of juch perſons, 
ad re very evident,and undenyable arguments 
ſuchþf the Naturail man's unwillingneſſe he 
 tri-Yhould, and reſolution that he will not ap- 
I thejpear (if he can help it) in his right colours : 
alkeſand this indeed is both a fruit of finne , and a 
him puniſhment of it : that though the ſinner 
r hejlloves, and embracerh ir , yer he wouid not 
iee'f'ſee the thing he loves ; He wou!d not court 
puteFthat with eye which he adores with his heart, 
can,}He will not part with his finne, for price ber- 
-zed{)ter then all the world , he will not leave it 
r aref for heaven; and yet he would not for all 
aid, the world have a full fight of it , though the 
areÞenjoymenrt of his finne be dearer tro him 
2 infthen Heaven, the ſight of it is unwelcome to 
ieirÞhim as hell. A cleare teſtimony of the baſe- 
willFnefſe both of fin, and ofthe finner . Now 
theſſcertainiy he will rather turne kis eye from 
me, Fprying after ſinne , then by a farther ſearch 
p )Þ diſcover what he is unwilling to find . £o 
nts that 


| 
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that could you ſuppoſe him able to find out ;twell 
yet his nnwillingneſſe would hinder him, chal 
that he never ſhould put forth that abilityſ to ax 
to the utmolt , nor make any diſcoyery offia me 
ſinne, farther then his unwillingneſſe wouldÞvider 
give him leave; tor never did any ſinner ſeefofaf 
more of his ſinne then he was willing to ſeefneed 
of it, unleſſe when God brought him ro ſuf-Pthis 1 
fer in ſome kind or other for his ſinne , thenſſour, : 
he teeth more of it indeed : bur let himffaway 
be quiet, and ſecure from the hand offiword 
the Almighty, and hee ſeeth no moreſabod: 
then he is willing to ſce of it. Hell hereafrcr,frbey 
and puniſhment now , will convince a ſinner bear 
and make him lobe on ſine , and fee fomewhar ome 
more then he could deſire to fee in it : burſÞ Sar 
in the caſe before us, in an ordinary enquiryÞver 1 
ater ſinne , in order codeteR it, and in or-]Pole , 
der to a right knowledge of ir; Hisfight ofÞut a 
ſinne is never greater then his willingneſſe: rela 
Nor will he ever ſee more then he deſires roþ No 
fee of it : if the ſpirit of renovation power-Pnen a 
tully change the finner,and make hima Saint, #0 ap| 
It will change rhis frame of heart, and make ight 
him carneitly deſirous , and truly willing roÞNatut 
ſe his ſinne , and to have a tull, and cleareÞPhilol 
fghr of it: The ſinner who is enamouredÞ'® 1s 
with, and efpouſcd to his finne , will dealer Ins 
wellf 
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Ewell with his Beloved inthe ſearch, as 11i- 
I chal did with David, when her father ſent 
lityſ co apprehend him, 1 $:m, 19. 16,17. when 
y off|a meſſenger from God in his Word , or pro- 
uldEvidence 1s ſent to {carch for the betoved luſt 


himfaway, and ſecured from the ſtroke of the 
word and rod, Naturall men will deny the 
abode of their ſinne, as Rahab the Spies: And 
er obey have a deepe and darke well ro hide 
heir luſt in when it is enquired after , as the 
'oman had to hide 7onath: and Abimaasz, 
Þ Sam. 17.21. and Bread-corne to ſpread 
ziryſover it, a faire pretence, that, what(we ſup- 
-[poſe ) is a ſinful] luſt and working to linne,is 


or- 
it ofÞÞut. a neceſſary proviſion tor the lite , and 
fſe;elfare of the man. 


Nor doth the Scripture onely tell'us that 
en are thus ſelte admirers , and unwilling 
0 appeare to themſelves in any cloud which 
might darken this luftre : bur alſo Reaſon,cr 
5 tolNature . Hence the proud boalts of our vain 
5 
arePhiloſophy , Neque eft ullum bonum de quo 
redſ's: 5s qui 1d habeat b nefte poſſit gloriari : and Cicer, Pas 
ealeſſer bigher then this, they boalt of a ſoule **** ** 
| tha 


Seneca ci- 
8d by Lip- 
fu« Stoic. 
Phl. [. Ll, 
diſ.s. 
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that truſts to his own good and abilirie} who 
Arimns ſus b nis viribi[q; fidens, and elſe "he 
where Bon:zm man{urum=nullum eſt ni thet 
quod animus ex ſe (ib: invenir Senec.27.Epilth by 4 

Beit improved nature ſecks after wbay mall 
good may be gotten hold on ariſing from tra: 
is own {oile,and manurins, for the quiering bigh 
and ſatisfying of it's mind, and willingly} Wn 
heares no other language then that rhe and. 
Stoicks were wont to ſpeak in, that the wiſe fiirhl 
man(and he is that wile man tor every natuff $: 
rall man though vaine would be accounte4 Man 
this wiſe man )is to be reputed 'natu 

1.” A 2«3j; without paſſion, the ſoft nameÞy a 
which they give toa {intull and inordinatgqg@cc0! 
principle of the ſoule and ſo the man muſjtural 
be thought not diminutively bad, bur perynatu 
tectly good ag Senec, 85. Epilt: And Zeno unde 
referente Cicerone 1. Academ. high! 

2. *a144; too ſo much elevated in higloule 
on opinion that he thinks himſelfe infall;$pt,anc 
ble in judging, reflec 

3. *Araugernr® undefectible in atting,ſ ſelfe , 
ſteady in his aime,and drawing the bow thatfProd1 
he never miſſeth the marke and yer thig{theA 
were little unleſle he were, Iti 

4. *Aum;xi; in the poſſeſſion and enjoyÞPon 
ment of himſelfe,and fo equall to a deity, a$frer4 
WHY 
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:Þ who ſo will may fee if he will but obſerve 
| the proud dictates of theſe vaine men and 
their ſwelling Paradoxes, gathered together 
ith by Zipſi-%s. Now can it be ſuppoſed ratio- Lipgus 
{nally probable or poſlible ? that men fo StoicaPhis 
| ſtrangely poſſeſſed with an opinion of ſuch lol. l. 3. 
in4bdigh perfections, ſhould eyer be willing to *%*+ 
own,or able to diſcover, ſuch a redundancy 
$and fulneſſe of evill in their nature. Pur 
i({fiirhly and laſtly , 
5. Therefore the beſt improved Natural - Reaſen. 
[man cannot diſcover the ſinfulneſle of his 74, z, 
nature becauſe this diſcovery mult be made improzed 
4 by a due reflection of the foule on it felfe naturall 
$according tothe Law of God, now the na. = 
$rurall man cannot reflect thus duely on his, ties 
nature or on the frame of his heart. tor fin cording to 
under which the Naturall man is (however 1*e Law of 
highly improved) leiſerh on that part of the God. 
gioule which ſhould reflect thus, and fiupifies 
;$t,and ſo impedes it, Not from all kind of 
refletion, and reciprocall obſervation, on it 
ſelfe, but from ſuch a reflection as might 
wproduce this knowledg of concupilcence in 
FheApoltle's ſenſe. 
It is true a Natura!l man may 'ooke back 
njoyPPPon his outward actions, in particular , Or 
reverall, and diſcover much of the irregula- 
rity 
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rity of them, he may alto reflect upon hims 
ſelie in a froward fit of violent patlion, or 
when his heart hath been difordered byf g,.s 
{omewhac that oppoſed, chwarred, & rebel-Bare ; 
led againlt his reaſca, though his oppolitionſcang 
were more calme and fedare: thus he mayÞhear 
refle&, but he cannot turne tis eye inwardÞwho 
ſoas to ſee that cloſe enmity, univerſall opÞſinne 
poſition, and innate dillike , which his hearÞxive 
beares ro every ſpiricuall good , in whuch 
conſiits much the cruth, and: reality of this 
knowledge. 

Sin 1s adiſeaſe that ſtrongly affe&ts botYimand 
the head, and the heart at once, and fo, (aSfiuen 
ſuch dijeaſes uſually do ) it depriveth tl 
{inner of all ſenſe ot his Danger & Sicknelſle} px 
It 15 not fſeldome compared 1 Scripture th} *A 
theſe diſeaſes : Ir is a [pirit of ſlumber, Row ſpeak 
1.8. Itis a Delirium, or 4otage, Ezek.23hit ber 
5.7. whereby they are continually entanfus P 
Sled in the thoughts, and deſires of the ſinnfwhat 
they love : ſinners are love-ſick , and perpeÞſin, »: 
tually meditating on the pleaſant part dſhowe 
finne,” are not able ( in this like love-ſickſtory, 
perſons, to note and obſerve the faults, an{purpe 
blemiſhes of that they are enamoured witlfblind; 
thus the underſtanding , and mind are dif: 
bled to judge aright . It is a Phrenſie , ofbecay 
mide 
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madneſſe in them, Eccleſ, 9. 3. which cau- 
ſerh them to do nor like men br fooles, Pf, 
byÞ 94.8. and Jer. 10. 8. like creatures that 
zel-Bare ated by ſenſe, and by principles which 
10nÞ cannot refle& on themſelves. They have no 
nayÞ heart, Hof. 4. 11. for ſin, which is ſpirituall 
ard whoredome, takes away the heart, robs the 
OpÞſinner of his underſtanding, which is a refle- 
earÞxtve power; They have-no knowledge Pſ. 
lIuclifs3. to ſay 1s there nct a lye in my right hand, 
1a: 44. Nor doth the Scripture only ſay 
this, but you ſhall find this verified by hu- 
mane teſtimonies touching the maligne in- 


1 thi — WE. ev(y 

zefle Bad cy Lwerra wn WT PIFCA, Pp ores 

ret * Ave —— "dir. 

Romfſpeaking of the iſſue of Gnfull pride in A4jar, 
þ.23hit bereft him of his wits. Likewiſe 7» tells 
ntanſus Peccatum eft perturbatis rationis, and 
(innfgwhat he faith of pleaſure is true of every 
erpeptſin, mentem e ſua ſede C- tatu demovet, And 
art however you may doubt the truth of the 
-(1c\Fſtory, yet the morall of it 1s very full and. ro 
, anJpurpole , that Bacckas ſtrook Lycargas with 
witiÞblindneſle, 
e dil = ©ACY £ 20% Er ©ale, 
ie , becauſe Lycargns bad contemned him, I ſay 
7002t| | H the 


fluence of fin; ſo the Poer, Sophoc. 


Cic.pardd, 
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rhe morall is good. Sin which is a contempt 
_ of God, blinds the (inner, and he having loſt 


* Cuch a 
ſtory tclls 
Leon He 


brzus, of [11S eyes can neither fee the itaines of his 
Homer & garment, or the blemiſhes in his face. Ina 
Scebcho» word you may as lon expe, and receive 
rus for con - 
reningGod 
Love or, 


Cupid. 


4 ſober account trom 'a madman of his dr- 
{tractedneffe, as from the ſinner a good ac- 
count of his {infull ſtate. 

Reaſon will telus, rhat every fin 1s the 
turning of. the mind from the licht, either of 
Reaſen within #s, or from the light of that ſu- 
Prem reaſen which is without #5, which is the 
fountaine of all that Reaſcy which 1s 1n us; 
and be it from either, ſtill we are turned 
from it, and ſo in the darke, and how ſhould 
darknelle diſcover darkneſle? 

Ir being then certaine and an acknowled- 
ged truth according to- Scripture and rea 
fon alſo, "That fin hath a very maligne, anc 
| ſtrong influence on the mind; to the ſtupi 

fying and blinding it, ro 'the deſtroying rhe 
abiliry (it otherwiſe might have) to bring it 
felfe ra tryall and exemination of it ſelfe 
Ir catinot be reaſonably denied, that an un 
reg6nerire man who-is alrogether unde 
the power of fin, is alſo under this inability 
and unfitneſſe to be a judge. of himfelfe 1 


4 matter, which will require ſuch exaneſle 
and 
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and ſtrictneſle as this will, for it lyeth deep 
and (as hath been intimared)) ſeemeth like 
that which is not culpable, ſcemeth ro 
come neare to that nature, which is not 
blameworthy, and it mult be a good eye 
which diltinguiſherh Colours of near like- 
nefſe; a good trait that dilcerneth mears 
that ſeeme to be tte lame for tavour. Well 
be itſo, Realon- improved to the higheſt, 


| Cannot diſcover this {intull fin without the 


| Law of Goc': but may not thar reaſon which 


| (be! des the umprovement of Education,and 


learning) hath che Word , and Law of God, 
to heighten it , though not rerewed by the 
ſpirit ofSanQtification and regeneration, at- 
taine ro ſome knowledge of - ſ1nne? Fave 
not many learned men within the viſible 
Church, :come to great meaſures of know- 
ledge of this ſinne ? Do you thinke that all 
who have been able to dijpute about it , to 
defend thetruth, and to overthrow the con» 
trary errours , have beene Regenerate , and 
borne againe, and ſeen with the eye of Saint 
Pax! , the {:ntulneſfe of their natures? Do 
not we heare Sermons and diſcourſes ſtatun 

this point from men that are ſenſuall , an 

carnall, who live to that L«ſt, which in'the 


neſſe Pulpit, un their Ciſcourſes they condemne? 
an | 


H 2 Therefore 
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= _ Therefore to prevent this objeCtion, or at 

ofesd, © feaſt roſatisfie it by anſwering to ir, I pro- 

| The dife: poſed a fifth thing, viz: What ts the difference | 

rence bee between a learned gnregenrate improved Seho- | 

= oy lar his knowledge of this finne ;, andthe know- 

generate " ledge of a regenerate , ſpirituall ſanttified ſoule: Þ . 

axd a tear. FOr this doubt muſt be anſwered, not by : 

ned unre» Depying theſe men to have ary or but little 

generate knowledge of this finne,, 1 thinke I ſhould 

7s yon. manifeſtly injure the truth, and be unjuſt ro 

OV cheir memory , and unthankfull to their la- 

bours, who have written for the truth in 

this particular, and 1 might eaſily be con-F: 

vinced of a falſchood, if1 ſhould deny them 

to be knowing men, and well ſtudied in 

theſe Queſtions. An ſir? Quid fire? Qualc 

C& wnde fit, &c. which they are able to de- 

termine according to truth, and defend 

when they have determined it. And for 

ought I know in this they may go farther 

then ſome enlightned ſanctified ſoules, whe 

have not the helps of ſo much learning, or 

ſuch : acute judgments and Inſight - inte 
controverſies. But yet for all this there is 

vait difference between theſe rwo know 

ledges, the one may be termed, and will one 

day appear to be an Jpnorant knowleaye, 

(pardon the expreſlion) a knowledge, an 

yet 
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yet as good as no knowledge, when the 0- 

ther knowledge will appear the onely right, 

and true knowledge: and art preſent we may 

| obſerve a great deale of difference in 

| theſe, as | 

'Þ 2 The Knowledge of a regenerate ſoule T- 

"Þ 'S a ſpirituall knowledge, that of the bigheſt = hows 
| ?mproved unregenerate man is but Rational at p Ap. 

| beſt, and ſo > differ toro genere, there is ſoule is « 


nor, nor can be a more wide difference be- ſpiritual 
tween things and things, perſons and per- k"ewledge, 
ſons, then that which is thus founded in 

what is ſpirituall and its oppoſite, and ſuch 

is the difference in thele two ſorts of men, 

one doth ſee the ſpiricuall wickedneſſe of 


this ſin, the contrariety that is in it to a 
ſpirituall Law, to ſpiricuall obedience, to 
the ſpirituall manner of performing it. 
The other ſeeth the unreaſonable wicked- 
neſſe of this ſinfull nature, the contrariety 
and incongruity of ſuch a frame of hearr 
Ftorefined Reaſon; Reaſon tells the man 
that there is but one God, that he is only to 
be worſhipped: hence he diſcovers how un- 
ſuitable to reaſon it is tro have more, or 
{worſhip more Gods: the ſpirituall regene- 
Jrate ſoule ſees the ſpiricuall as well as the 
unreaſonable wigkedneſle of fuch Idolatry 

H 3 &C, 
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&e. the like may be. faid of all the Jor 
commands ot the law, which have both a J anc 
conformity ta rraſun (ail Gou's precepts are $ tua 
highly racionall) a7d to that which whigher | hea 
then nw reaſ n is, and which the Scripture} Kin; 
calieth ipirituall. All rhe precepts are of aff cluc 
ſpiricuall nature. Now the learned unre-f whi 
_ man comparerh this frame of thef trat 

eart with that part of 'the Law whych is}} exc 
thus proportioned to: reaſon, and fcerhÞ{he h 
how far this frame is difſonant to jt, - andy ſeer! 
concludes it ſo far out of order; it 1s reaſo-jcon{ 
nable he ſceth, that the law which-is juſt Jnatu 
and ſhould rule the whole man, ſhould alloff ces 
bind che whole man to be readily dyjpoſed art; 
and duly framed to the obſervance of thaifhear; 
Law, and if a part, or the.whole. frame beſcall 
not {o diſpoſed, he concludes it Peccant and mate 
cu'pable. It is but a reaſonable rhing that} wrox 
the Law which is ſo juit and: pool, ſhouldthat 
be uniformeiy obſerved, as well 1wthe firlihe ge 
forming of our thoughts, as in the ujtimate} fuck 
and ialt perte&ting ot. them, and fo confithe e: 
cludes fore unreaſonzb'lencfſe inthe frer{Artif 
ving of the firſt motiors. In a word theſgyciall k 
Learned, Improved nacura | men m'thigeaſe, 
whole matter fee noihirs, but what is-rhqthus 
object of their reaſcn, eicher to be approvedJſition 
Ol 


oved 


ON 
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or diſallowed, The regenerate foule ſeerh 
and conſidererh, that this law is very ſpiri- 
tuall, and meaſurech the ſinfulneſfe-ot his 
heart, and the ſinfulneſle of its firſt wor- 
kings by this law as ſpirituall, and fo con- 
cludes that there is a wickednefle in it, 
whieh is of a higher nature then a bare con- 
trariety to Reaſon. As an Artiſt ſeeth the 
exceilency or the rarity ofa diſcourſe which 
he beareth, or of an experiment which he 
i ſeerh, and accordingly judgerh - the | one 


conſondne to, the other diffinene trom the 


naturall, regular, and certaine conſequen= 
ces of the Principles and Hypcrheſcs of his 
art; which diſcourſe a man who is no arriſt 
heareth, and underſtandeth rhe Grammati- 


4 call conſtruction of the whole , ſecth ' the 


materialls of the experiment, and the effect 
wrought, yet falls exceedingly ſhort of 


[<rhat knowledge which the artuft bath, and 
i he pets but a Gramm: aticall knowledge, or 
[ſuc 


1 as his ſenſe (with which he perceived 
the experiment) can help himto, while rhe 
Artiſt bath gotten a cleare, certaine; artif- 


call knowledge: 'ris not mich unlike in this 
1geaſe, and as the objects of their knowledge 
rhus differ , ſo likewiſe the faculties, difſpo- 


ſition, or qualification differeth, the one 
H 4 know- 
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knowing by common illumination,the other 
by a ſpeciall and more then common iJlumt- 
nation of the ſpirit: but I will not inſiſt ony| he) / 
this, ir being for ought 1 know a matter 
which we cannor ſo evidently and clearly 
ſtate, as to make of this any plaine diſcrumt- 
nating note, by which we may cauſe others}, 
to ſee and underſtand what the differencey 1 
iS. I know that there is ſuch a difference, 

and that it is great; I know that one ſeeth 
with an eye enlightned by eſpeciall light 
from the ſpirit, the other doth not, bur 1 
know it is not eaſie to deſcribe theſe; and 
what might be gathered from the effects of 
each, by which alone they can be diſcerned, 
will fall in my way, before 1 have done 
with theſe particulars, therefore 1 ſay no 
more of this now. The firit difference is in 
the. Generall laid doxn by the Apoſtle in 
that of 1 Cer.2. 12. for the pardon of, and 
deliverance from this ſin, 1s one of thoſe 
things which are 9 7; 3c: ya-rdevTe ner, 
and underſtood by him only who hath the 
ſpirit of God, and being ſpiricuall compa- 
reth ſpiritualls with ſpiritualls. Who hath 
the ſpirit of the world doth not ſo under- 
ſtand them, becauſe he cannot ſpiritually Þ/ 
diſcerne them, v. 14. And it is plainly e- 
_ __nough 


ritual 
rilee 

veda 
the ex 


helpe of the letter of the Law may have of 

is ſin, and the knowledge which a regene- /peculaive 
rate ſancifyed ſoul hath of this fin , 3s this, principles: 
The kniwledge of th? one ts the reſult, or con- 
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rough intimated to us by the Apoſtle in 
this very chapter, Rom.7.14. 7 know (faith 
= that the Law ts ſpirituall, though whi- 
lett I was carnall and judged carnally of rhe 
Law I thought of my lelfe as righteous,as 
blameleſſe, Ph:1.3.6. becauſe 1 had nor fai- 
*Xd of the ſtriteit outward vbſervance of 
the command, Phzl.3.5.yert now I ſee the law 
is ſpirituall and ſo there is a ſpirituall obe- 
dience due which I carnall could not give 
and in detect of this obedience there is a ſpi- 
rituall wickednefle which while 1 was a Fha- 
riſee (though learned and as much impro- 
vedasany)I did not fee ; Thus St Paul and 
the experience of eyery Saint will confirme 
to us, how great a difference there is, be- 
tween the fight and knowledge he now 


hath, and that he once had offinne as it 15 z, 4n un: 


contrary to the Spirituall Law of God. 


eds which an improved reaſon with the N 


luſron which ariſcth from ſpeculative princi-, 


kncwleds 


2. A ſecond difference between the know- 14": know- 


clufion from 


The rege- 
nergtes 1s 
: \from Þyde 

ples and truths compared with their natural , = allpre: 


andneceſſary conſequences or dedutt ions: The miſes, 
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knowledg of the other , is a concluſion from the[\con 
fame truths compared with thr conſequences, 'tior 
and with his own heart and conſcience, TheY* pi 
regenerate ſoule knowes this ſin by a Practi-F/ and 
call and experimenrca!l obſer vance of him-k mo! 
ſeife compared with thoſe truths in the wordBor : 
which do containe this doctrine; The unre-Bdiſf 
generate man know's it by a bare I ogicallFi fait] 
and Rationall deduction of a concluſion} but 
from ſuch premiſes which he apprehenderhp; thai 
to be truths in his judgment, though heÞ thu 
never foundthem confirmed by any obſerved}; aba 
correſpondence to his conſcience, or Pradtif; the: 
call judgment. The whole Syllogiſme off kno 
the one 1s made up of premiſes which dog the 
onely float in the head and do nor affe& theP ſtar 
hearc: The other maketh up the Syllogiſ-Frinu 
me wich one propoſition at leait from his tro: 
own heart, from that which he hath notedf nev 
in himſelfe, and which he can experimen+F (or 
tally averre,this may be ſeen in theſe Giffee ſtor 
rent Sillogiſines. The unregenerate man Ds 
thus proceeds to evince firſt motions , orf fall: 
frame of heart propending to Atheiſme, orfand 
unbeliefe &c: To be ain, becauſe it 1s off mar 
the ſame ſpecies or kind, and differerh onely] he, 
gradually from Atheiſme, or unbeliefe in it's The 
perfected fruit, and product: and thereforeP Jew 
1 concludes} 


pþ CV 


L 


m th; 
ences, 

The 
racti- 
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concludes it a rationall inference chat Mo- 

[tions firſt irricated are breaches of the ſame 

* precept of which che motion periected is, 

racti-f and fo afirne. The regenerate ſoule goeth* ,,, pg 

him-F more practically ro worke : what hinders TorGy wie 

wordyor abaces my love to,or faith on God, and ;, au; 

unre-diſpoleth me ro either ſtaggering in my .,,,;, 

vicallftaich or flagging in my affections 1s ſinful}, pychig. $4 

uſionff but now | tind faith che regenerate foule ) » mertis 

derhfj thac ſuch morions ſuch a trame ot heart do "4/9 4-at, 

h he thus ſhake my dependance on Got, chey **; —_ 

erved} abate and quench my atfe&tions to In; aud c.,yenit eg 

raRiF theref -re I know they are 1.nne. Z.s he wo -orcus 

ie off knowledge of a redeemed capuave who fe.c +6 elues 

1 doef{ the weight ofhis chaines , the miſery of bis #; 7% 
| : «Ce Valkel, 

t theP ſtate, rhe drudgery he was pur to, the con-y,,. 

ogi{-Ftinuall danger he was 1n; differech much 

m his trom the knowledg which another man who 

jotedf never was in ſlavery, and captivity hath, 

men-Þ (or may have) upon report or reading the 

iiffe-ſ itory. Ir is one thing tolit and heare (as 

manÞ Di-/'s the Carthaginian Queen) the ttory of 

, Orffallen and waſted Troy ,another thing to ſee 

e, orfand b:hold it with «/Afxcas, quirum pars 

is off mana fir t,yer oth ſhe knowes it as well as 

Mnelyff be, but how diff:cenc 1s ther Know Clge ! 

n it's} The children ar:4 grand: hild -en of Captive 

eforef Jewes in Babylon kne,yv, bur yer not equally 

udes and 
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and alike with their Fachers or Grandfa 
thers the miſery of a {trait and redious ſiege} = 
of a ſore and long famine, My Phyſician h 
knowes my diſeaſe which yer he neyer felr}Þ" 
but Iknow itin an other manner , he canj = 
talke more of it in generall, but 1 can telſ 7 
more feelingly what 1 ſuffered and whart ig] 
the paine: $0 is it in this cafe. The learned}, | 
ſcholar deltitute of Grace, and the ſpirit off 1 
God, can diſcourſe of a blind underſtanding, ledo 
of an erroneous judgment, of an inadequateſj, * 
apprehenſion : So likewiſe a regenerateh;,, 
ſoule can ſpeake of theſe, and when he doth ) 
mention them his own heart beares him wit | 
neſſe, and enformeth him what theſe ſinful| [” 0 
imperfections are, he 1s acquainted with the _ 
dimneſſe of his beſt ſight, the miſtakes, orf;5* 
pronenefle to miſtake , in his cleareſt , di-f m 
ſtinReſt, and certainelt apprehenſion and wth | 
(though theſe apprehenſions are not falſe,}, ”_— 
yet) he knowcs how inadequate , how farreſj 
they are from commenſurate apprehenſion. 0 
of thoſe things he ſhou!d be better acquain-F\ 
ted with, andall this from a heart affectedF 
really, and exerciſed conſtantly with theft”; 
working of this erroneous, blind, raſh and Lo 
heady mind. The felfe-obſerving expert Mo 1 
enced ſoule ſceth this when he heares a Serſ{'** 
mo 


tre 
W1 


1ENnCct 
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din, mon of Heaven and the things of it: when 
hey are laid as open to the view as thoſe 
Tlungs can which were never ſeen by that 
tye which could returne to tell us what 
\'y are, when they are thus ſer before us: 
How lictle is it we ſee ofthem ? how prone 
ire we to judge carnally of them ? to mea- 
ure them by wo ſhort a rule? In a word 
ſuch a one thinkes certainly either his know- 
ledge of theſe is the leaſt of any ones or elſe 
that few know leſſe then he doth andis molt- 
4 Jy troubled he cannot know more, it 15 not 
» with one who diſcourſerh of theſe things 
"8s of things at Ciſtance not within him. Ina 
ak 'ord the unregenerate mans knowledge 1s a 
_ ogicall diſcovery of what he can prove by an 
"i rtificiall improvemes t of ar gumentative dif- 
jor ſe,not what he is acquainted with by EX- 
erience: The Regenerate (if a ſcholar) can 
lo thar,plead for and confirme the truth by 
ſyllogilticall arguing and ſq convince a 
Taineſayer;befide this, Hecan alſo by his expe- 
-egſonce of rhe indwelling of this fin, by his 
\ al xperience of its wiſedome and power in 
He Forking (ro the impeding him from good 

"nd che provoking him to evill) affect him- 


PO Flfe with it, - Againe 
a Ser 


mo 


ling, 


7 
| an 


falſe,} 
farreſ; 


{on 


uainÞ 


3. You 


D f:r.3. 
A regere. 
Fare MaUn 
ſeeth this 
f6n int2r + 
mix! in by 
dutics: An. 


WiIrese 4 
Farce man 
doth net, 
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3. You ſhall obſerve there is this diffe4jand 
rence tarcher berween the knowiedge offs. 
cheie v0 forcs ot p21 ſors in this ching, Thagftans 
the lauCtitied regenerace foule kuowes thfand 
{in in ſuch manner that he ſc:rh,cb/ rverh,anport 
cenſiatr's it's ſerpeti.a't and uncifjan mitt aſt 
mixtire in all h:s duties. Ti: »nr genefangpacr 
naturall man krowes this ſm bat in [ach (uc 
Noti:nall, zencrall way, that be never ob ſerv! hu 
er feeth bow it intermixeth it | [fe with his of 1 
tier:he norteth not how it overipreads ail h; thou 
actions, and if the more {\ucied knowledgfN h 
he hath of this fin do intorme, that it dui it cl 
not lie fleeping while he 1s doing dutie, buyſpray 
acterh rothe inipedeing and peryertirg(} 2: 
ducie yer he is roc able co tee really,and pa 
ticularly how it hath liirred, and ated ill Þe 
this and that duty, {i1li he keeps in the gene} 3- 
rall periwaſion comes not to the particula$"g,e 
application. The unregererate man prayY-ere 
eth, heareth, giverh aimes, dealeth juſtlg$0g,; 
payeth even to the rithe of Aſint, Aniſe opt ft 
Cumminand though he is conteſſedly a f1f4te « 
ner in his own ſpeculative appreherſion,arÞ"d i 
judgment, yet when he cometh in particu/g#ele 
to the 7Timple to pray or heave, He thanks CRPoug 
he ts not as oth:r mer, and his Cuties are nj1ng 
as theirs, whereas the regenerate fuule ſee! iſord 
al 


& 
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diffe4jand obſerverh bow each parricular part of 
Ee 0 lus ſervices are certainely unworthy accep- 
;ThagJtance according to the holyneſle of the law, 
s th kind he teares they are not as other mens, 
h,anfpot 10 ſpirituall, not ſo pure as theirs, be 
inpalterh the bitternefſe which renders his 
vefaacrifices unſavory to himielfe, and how 
ch @nuch more to God, he ſmelleth the leven 
22.vÞich ſowreth the whole maſſe, he ſeeth 

is df 1- The diſtrafling , wandering , worldly 
ati hf honghts that creud im upen him, and preſle 
ledghÞn him for admiſſion, and will diſturbe him, 
t dur it chey cannor ger entertainment) while be 
> byprayes andheares, 

tire} 2+ The colaneſſe, d-adneſſe, and formality of 
d parpbe heart in prayer, in reading, in hearing, in 
$ed iÞ|! he doth. 

gene} 3- The miſplaced order giving earthly,Gy- 
icul$ng,empry things the precedence to heaven- 
prazyy-erernall,faristying objedts, and either ſec- 
juſth ang firſt in time, what might well, be either 
viſe qpot ſought,or laſt ſought, or firſt in affc(t:0- 
7 a ſpate defire of them in higheſt prizing of them, 
nd in ardenteſt love to them, though all 
ele be mixed with the prayer, or indeed 
ough the Prayer of a naturall man be noy 
xrenÞing elſe but an abominable heap of ſuch 
iſordered and finfull ſuites, yer he dorh = 
ce 
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ſee or obſerve it. Shall we yiew him in{Þ"2 01 
hearing? and obſerve how he differerhÞng 
from a holy ſanRtified knowing perſon infſ#4 
this alſo? though the unregenerate —_— 
knowes much,as hath been ſaid ,of this ſinnqp”mm 
yet he ſeeth not how it either makes him» her 
deafe,and {toppeth his eare, or cull and ſloy That 
ro heare or erroneous and miſtaken in hea" th 
ringhe ſeeth not how it fills him with preju{#hat 
dices againit the word,wnh diſlike of ir, anqJ60C: 
oppoſition to it, nor will he be made fenſi{p'itin: 
ble of it, but the regenerate though perhap{pPot £ 
he hath leſle of that ſpeculative dire&t, bgj 4-1 
hath more of an obſerving, reflex and parſ$no1 
ticular knowledg, and he obſerveth all cheſof th 
in his duties: he obſerverh how this ſin daſſthe c: 
ſherth his the ca 
(Perfe&t knowledge of God with ig/ow 1 
norance. and 

Stedfaſt faich in the promiſes wit} £7 
 Uunbehiete, and o 

| Sincere love to theT.ordwith ſelfeloyneitt 

| Fervent zeale tor the Lord with infſwork 


Moſt * differency. enti1 
Strong deſires afterChriſt with careQall tl 
leſnelle. Tath' 


fore him with ſome bitterneſſe egany 


| Sweet enjoyments ofthe hope ſet byya he? 
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1 in An one word he ſeeth that it is by this fin- 
rerhl ng {in thar neither habitral! grace in the 
n infſcrle, nor a1xall grace rn the life can be perfett, 
man{Þut, as Paxl, 1o he ſceth another /aw in his 
innelpn mbers which leadeth him captive, and that 
him|Þ»hen he world doe 7cod evill us preſent with him 
Nowfthat what good he would ke cannot do, and 
hea $n that good which he doth, he doth alſo 


Rom.7.21. 
22. 


reju 


&hat evill which ke neicher would,nor ſhould 
(doe: but this the moſt knowing ſcribes, me- 


, ANC ach : 
»::GÞriting juſticiaries and tormall prof IPs 
enſipiting juſtici profeſſours do 4. Differ: 
char{zoot oblſerye. Te 

[ 3 . regenc- 
t, bl 4.The regenerate ſcul's knowledge,and the ,,,c, jncw. 


| par{| 
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n da 
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elov! 
h inf 


Care 


et be 


le 


knowledge an unregenerate man may bave lg i a 

lof this ſin differ in this, that the knowledge of (oule abaſe- 

the ene is a ſeule abaſcing, humbling knewleag '. OW? 

he canrort looke on this (in, but it Jayeth him 6 

low in his own eyes, the cher locks on this (in the unreges 

| and yet keeps np as high thanughts of himſelfe nerate, 

as ever, he is prendand beaſicth tuth of his duties 

and of his perſen: Ne is not as otter men, 

neither yet are his workes as other men's 

'orks are, the one as an ingenuous and re- 

enting child looketh on this ſin, the root of 

jall that rebellion he hath aced againſt his 

Father, #nd bluſheth at the fght; what ſuch 

aheartin ne ſtill! is there yer remaining 

any thirg of that rreaſcrable diſpoſition ? 

Doth my beart fiill entertain any part of 
| [ that 


now [ 
ſham 
burne 


and f 
do d: 


beni 

ifit : 
contc 
conve 
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then | 
then 1 
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that enemy which would pull the crownt 
from my father's head *Oh wretchlundutiful 
and diiloyall ſoule! canit rhou thinke of thi 
and not loath thy ſelfe ? canſt thou fee thi 
and ſee any thing to boaſt of? Haſt th 

but one thing in which God delighteth, which 

chiefely deſireth, and is that ſo defiled ſo polls 
ted with fin? that his glorious and hely eyes can 
not delight init ? wherewith wilt thou the! 
come before God? what canſt thou offer ti 
him ? Think on it thou who caſteſt thin 
cyes0n theſe lines, and ſeriouſly conſider i 
The regenerate ſoule ( and fo thine if tho! 
art borne againe ) which longs to have t 

match conſummate between Chriſt and i 
ſelfe, which longs to be married to the Lor! 
in an eyerlaſting Covenant is, and cannoy - 
but be, aſhamed to ſee that her dearly belc ara} 
ved ſpouſe, her Highly honoured her onel) A” 
deſired Lord ſhould find her ever,art all rirh which 
in ſuch defiled garments, with ſuch raggeh 
poliuted raggs hanging upon her, it is a wich 
humbling conſideration, that its beſt dre{l; |. 
is amenftruous cloth, that its cleaneſt han 75 Bu 
is leprous; this affe&erh the heart wit! ure” 
Srieie and ſorrow , whereas the knowledst diſho 
which the Phariſees had of this fin, and the | 


| have | 
knowledge which the unregenerate mat 
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'- Bnow hath of it, doth not cicher affe&t the 


'Fheart with ſorrow , or abaſe it. with hol 
Tiſhame, for it. 11 that helliſh fire which 
Eburneth inwardly, do viojently breake out 
and fend up ſuch thick and black clouds ag 
do darken the luſtre of their Credit, and 
_— their tame, and glory among men; 
ifit do beeſmoot and diſcolour a naturall 


**Fconfcicnce; that the man cannot confidently 


converſe with men, leaft they upbraid him; 
- nor _y converſe with himſclie, be- 
cauſe conſcience dares nor looke on it ſelfe, 


"1 then he is grieved and troubled,he is a foole 
* then in lis own judgment becauſc he hach ſo 


loſt his credit,or his peace: and ſo he #5 aſbamed 


""Yof the ſad effett,not grieved fer the ſintull cauſe, 


ſorry for his loſſe, not aſhamed of this ſin» 
Fning ſin , which I might ſer forth by chis fa- 
4mliar Similitude : As an adulterous wite 
which hath not caſt off all ſenſe of honour 
> among her neighbours,nor all defire of peace 
with her husband, bath ſome kind of trou- 
J ble and ſhame too, upon her ſpirit in rhe 
'Þ Ciſcovery of her looſe, and wanton pratti- 
ces; bur her trouble and ſhame is for her 


>} diſhononur in the eyes of thoſe ſhe would 


T have think well of her, and for her lofſe of 
"I peace with bim ſhe would ſegme to love; bur 
7 + La | not 


5 Differ. boaſt himſelfe. 
A rene 5- Apgaine in the next place the difference 
raic man [yeth in this,7 hat the kniieage of a regenerate 


nerate man, him ro oppoſe it vigcrawly with all bis power, 
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not for a treacherous heart whence all that. | 
wantonneſſe and unfaithfulneſle did ariſe; | 
ſo it is in this caſe there is a ſenſe of honour, Ledles 
and deſire of peace in the natural] heart, andÞ FR 
the breach of either affecterh it, but not theÞ Fong 
cauſe of this breach. 1n one word the rege-ſ 
nerate man is conſtant ;n his griefe for,andinf 
Ins adaſementon thought of this: That a mix .þ 
ture of water with his beſt wine, that an al- 

loy of droſs with his pureſt gold,cthata miſtyſ 
darkneſſe with his cleareſt light, ſhould de-P 
baſe them upon an examination and tryall, 
the- unregenerate man upon tryall caiteth} 
all of with ſuch like recrim:ination , thereÞ 
are none without their faults,no grape but hath 
or had his ſharpneſſe, no wheat ever grew with- 
oat its chaffe , men are but men and can be no 
»ore then men, and this is all he cares for inf 
dwelling fin, he hides bimfelfe in the croud op 
men like himſelfe ard is not aſhamed to be 
as they, if he appeare not worſe he dareth toff 


it 1s! 


ſonle awakeneth, and excires the ſoule: to a Vigo« 
rous oppoſction of it, the unregenerate learned 
manKknows,b::t this ky uwledge deth not engage 


rhe 
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" {ſhe ſanCtifyed ſoul's knowledge, and oppo- 

lition of this fin,do equally thrive and grow; 
"Mir is not ſo with theunregenerate his know- 
ws ledge is greater then his oppoſition of ir; 
{1fhe be acquainted with the power, or wiſe» 
{dome of this fin, and if he do apprehend it 

>"Ranenemy to be oppoſed, yer he thinkerh ir 
} . . 

- [enough to repreſle, and abate it, he intends 
"Fnot an exterminating and deſtroying of it. 
'Þ Whereas the regenerate ſoule preſently pro- 

Iclaimes an open warre,and maketh it a mor- 
'tall warre a bellum interneciaum winch ſhall 
'Fend upon no other termes then the utter 
{ruine of one party: fin, this finning fin ſhall 
have no capitulation no termes of peace 
{whereas a truce is ſoone granted by the na- 
{rurall man how Jearned or how well impro- 
ved ſoever,and if a divided kingdome will fa- 
tisfy this ſinning (in, there is preſently a re- 
conciliation and peace between them, it this 
ſin will content it ſelfe with choſe limits and 
bounds wh:ch either a naturall conſcience (Of 
what is honeſt and to be done or of what is 
evill and to be avoided) preſcriberh:or with 
thoſe bounds , which a mure civill edacati'n 
and happyer improvement of reaſon hath 
preſcribed, if this fin will neither breake out 
& waſte the peacgable poſſeflions which na- 
| 13 turall 


hat 
1(e; 


113 The Naturall man's Blindntſie: | . 
rurall conſcience wow!d willingly maintaine:Ferh c 
nor make an inroade and fpoile the beau-Fhar k 
ry,and glory of his credit: nor demoliſh the act at 
ſtarely 1tructure of his externall, viſible, ſee4 up. 
ming Piety: he is content that the Kingdomeqrren 
be fin's. The anregererate improved man hid in 
gvcr on the defenſive warre, and careth onely, [nd (t 
to keep this fin within the himits, and boundgylch! 
which he willingly ailottech it, Now it z5 nuſheare 
ſowith the regenerate ſoule, he 1s ever engaged ined m 
an off en/ive warre againſt this ſin: and thought tn a 
he cannot calt ir our ot his ſoule, yet he willerar 
be ſure to cait ir our, and Keep it out of thqng of 
throne: though he knowes,it will have a foot4and | 
ing in him, yer it ſhall not keep this footingfpns 0 
but with danger of loſeing it by the contihyould 
nuall attempts which grace maketh upon it fcurbe 
it will dwell here with us while we dwell inthe ma 
houſes of clay, but it dwelleth in the unregen: him. 
rate as the maſter in a family,wich reſpe&t;andfiike th 
rule: but it dwels in the regenerate as an un which 
welcome gueſt, who ſhall receive no favour, g00d 
nor beare any ſway in him: when this ſinnefwhen 
prevailerh or is likely to foyle him,he cryerhſ fulne 
Out as Paxl, whr ſhall delrver me? Not as al once. 
Ccarnall man what termes of peace ? howk An 
Mould I fatisfe this or thar T.uſt ? A manÞledge 
who knpweth this fin as Pay knew * a eth an 
| . | 


4 
4 
. 
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une:Feth thought how he may deſtroy it: a man 
ceal-that knowes it as an unregenerate man,dorh 
 thegaſt abour with himſelfe how he may parch 
le Jr up. The one laboureth ro caſt out that 
ome q otrenneſle, and loathlomneſſe which lyerh 
thid in the Sepulchre: the other contriverh 
ind ſtudyeth rather how to bedeck the ſe- 
qpulchre and paint the outfide that it ap- 
5 1ſheare not, nor offend the eye of more reti- 
ined morality. 
ugll | In a word all the oppoſition the unrege- 
willerate make, is againit the violent excurſi- 
"chgbns of this fin, not againſt the Being of it. 
OotÞAnd their aime is to mannage theſe paſti- 
inSlons of this indwelling fin, as a Horleman 
ntifwould mannage an unruly colt, which he 
= curbeth and aweth with bir and voice, that 
| ihe may readily, ſafely, and with delight uſe 
en: um, The regencrate mans oppoſition is 
andike that of a man againit a devouring Lion 
«which he knoweth cannot be broughr ro 
urg00d ſervice, and is harmeleſſe but onely 
nneFwhen he is dead, therefore he k»owes the /in- 
fulneſſe, and determines the death of this ſin at 
IS a once. 6th, Diffe» 
owt Another difference between the Know- mou rt 
ang ledge of theſe men is this, The one knew- * 4 Rege= 
nerate man 
ta-Þ er and bateth this [infull frame of h;art, th: yeh the 
a1, I 4 otver pnfull 


nh 
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= of other hnowes, but neither doth exert any truefGod. 

art, . aj 

dath not an per feet hatred of it, nwr doth he ſee, or believeſonely 

urregene- there is any [uch cauſe to hate it. The unrege-Fynen, 

rate man, Senerace man thinkerth, that it's connate,fzc, an 
cloſe, and inſeparable manner of Being inſjBeca! 
him, may be good excuſe for his not hatingfhwhit] 
it. Hatred where ever its terminated to thatffſome 
which 1t cannit utterly deſtroy, is m berterſiſelve 
thea a ſelfe diſturbing vanity and weakneſſe,Þus, \ 
is the thought ofa naturall man: and inÞour ] 
many caſes it proveth true, that he doth diſ-Finſep 
quiet and torment himſelfe, who hateth 786 
what he can by no meanes rid himſelfe of. Þerv: 
And on theſe principles he judgeth it un-Fmot 
reaſonable to profeſle or entertaine hatredÞcerrt: 
againſt this ſin: he is perſwaded it will ad-Fin ov 
here to him, ſo long as he liveth, and there-Þprep 
fore will contentedly permit it to live. The with 
regenerate man doth perfectly hate it, andÞto al 
makes that very reaſon one incitement tobe c: 
more perfect hatred of it, which the unre-Fits h 
generate would have accounted a good rea- fithe 1 
{on to repreſſe, or abate his hatred. Indeed fand 
here is ſeen the moſt abſolute and irrecon- þ rege 
cileable hatred, which a created Bring can Þ as th 
exert on juſt grounds, becauſe ir doth ſo | reſo! 
ſoon defile our perſons, and fo ſoon render || coul 
us unfit, and unworthy of communion with Þ on t] 


» 


tp 


ſe, 


tru;fGod, who is our life, ſo ſoon rob us' of our 
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lreveponely treaſure, make us beggars ſo ſoon as 
ege-Fymen, therefore we in reaſon ought ro hate 


nate, 


S 1n 
ting 
that 
£1116 
veſſe, 
d in 
 dif- 
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&c, and the ſancified ſoule doth abhorre it. 
Becauſe it ſo cloſely adheres to us, that 
hither ſo ever we go, it is our trouble- 
dome attendant, which we cannor ſhitt our 
ſelves of, its company is moſt unwelcome to 

s, yet molt unavoidable: and this moves 
zour m—_— againſt ir, becauſe it is ſo 
inſeparable from all we undertake and in- 
age in for performance of our Duty, and 
Hervice due to our God; becauſe what we 
molt heartily wiſh we could, that we moſt 
certainly find we ſhall not be rid of, becauſe 
in our beſt performances, when we are beſ! 
prepared for them, and hope to be imployed 
without much dilturbance trom this enemy 
[to all good, becauſe then we find it cannor 
be caſt off, it will not be ſo diſpoſſeſſed of 
its hold, or ſuppreſſed in its aftings, we do 
the more irreconcileably hate ir: for, thete 
and ſuch like conſiderations heighten the 
regenerate man's hatred of this ſin, where- 
as the Naturall improved man rather hence 
reſolves not to trouble himſelfe for that he 
could not prevent, nor ſpend his thoughts 


on that he cannot remove, He accounts tt 
ſcarce 
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fcarce prudence to be troubled at that h race 
cannot be handfomely eaſed of, what cannot porep? 
be cnred muſt be endrred. Jaſlt like a man that} 
will rather exprefſe a ſeeming welcome to[]Son. 3 
a troubleſome gueſt, then let him knowſ/bate | 
he is a debrour for that only which couldÞwhich 
not be with holden from him But now theþ;them. 
frame and diſpoſition of a regenerate foule}rece!\ 
and his behaviour is quite contrary,he bates||con(ic 
the more for this inſeparable cloſe adheſion|natur 
of this ſin. This may be evidently feen inſ/and v 
St Paul, Rom.7. 15. who hated that which regen 
he did, and furely if he hated what he had} 7 Ar 
done, he could not do lefſe then hate thatÞ the k 
which had already, and continually would,  ſoule 
put him upon doing the ſame. When a man ever 
refles on what is done, and jullly hatethÞ'in thi 
it, he cannor but hate that perſon, thoſe a« | hath 
betrors and counſells, which did deſignedly | comm 
engage him roir, and will farther prompr, | forbis 
and follicite him to do the like. If undurifull } kzow: 
Abſalom had lived to ſee the hatefulnefle of þ 7ate 7 
his unnaturall rebellion, and been in any þ7el: 
meaſure recovered to a childlike dutiful- þ cover 
neſle and obedience, he would doubtleſſe F Law 
have hated both his former rebellion, his | more 
counſellour Ach:tophcl, and the abertours Þ and | 
of it. S0 whena man is renewed, & through | knov 
Grace 


The Naturall man's Blindneſſe, 127 


race acquainted with, and ſenſible of, his 
Wforepaſt rebellions againſt the Lord, when 

the is reduced to the right diſpoſition of a 

toliSon and Dutitull child, he doth entirely 
owhbate his former courſes, and eſpecially that 
uldFwhich entangled him, and ingaged him in 
theſ;them. - The ſoule renewed to holineſle, ad 
uleſreceived into the favour of a ſon, begins to 
ites|}conſider the hatefulneſſe of that corrupr 
ion{|nature which engaged him againlit the Lord, 

 inFand will not be reconciled to it. But an un- 

ich] regenerate man will not hate nor diſlike it. 

| 7 Another conſiderable difference berween ,,, Diffe- 
the knowledge of this (in in a regenerate = 
ſoule, and the unregenerate how highly ſo A regene; 
ever you can ſuppoſe him improved, lyerh 744 man 
in this, Thar tbe ſanitified, Regenerate ſoul _ - , 
hath aſtrong, entire, and conſtant love to the —_— 
command, by which this ſin 1s diſcovered and forbids ,and 
forbidden , attending on, C flowing from the condemnes 
knowledge of this ſinne ©. whereas the unregene- laft, ſo doth 
rate man in his beſt improvements canner well = _ 
reliſh that Law which forbids the ſinne,and diſe 
covers the ſinfuln:([+ of it . The one loves thar 
Law from which chis ſin takes occaſion to be 
moreſinfull , and co - orke more violently, 
and his love to the Law growes, as doth his 
knowledge of the abominable contrariery 
in 
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in this ſin to the Law, whereas the other loy, iflike 
veth his luſt, and diſlikes the law which:,.q 1 
condemnes it, and couid heartily wiſh therg, ...1 
were no Law to reſtraine the power of hi; om 
fin, or to condemne th? ſinfulneſle of it. The, arall. 
one rejoyceth that $i cannot rule withougg,;rh a 
controule , the other wiſheth that therd| orac 
might be an uninterrupted exercise of it'g,.,h 
power in him.The unregenerate,though bel, nRif 
1mproved with natural and morall helps,dof yall 
boldly (though ſecretly) wiſh there were nofjctirel 
Law t9 forbid the ſin,or no jultice to puniſhſher to 
the ſinner; ifany of the Learned worldlingsy;.s tc 
would ſp2ak our their obſervations of them-ſknfgir 
ſelves, which eirher they do,or might garhe retly 
from the workings of this fin, we ſhould haveſjnp wi 
them confeſling this a truth . tes tO 
Tae learned Atheiſt , reading the firſtÞþ;nd, 
Commandment, fceth that as he ſhould haveB,yy w 
but only the true God for his God, and thathkerh « 
he ſhould onely love, delicht,and ſerve him, reeds 
not his owne luſts, will ſooner be induced toffprove 
wiſh there were not , or to flatter himſelfe, 
that there is not a God,and that he is not ſoÞþ 
obliged to duty towards him . The fameÞall hi 
might be obſcrved in the reit of the Com-mi 
mands, itil] the unregenerate mans love is 
towards his naturall finfull inclinations , in 


ditlikc 


precep 
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+ "Willike of the ſpirituall, holy and juſt Law of 
wn od. But the Regenerate and rerewed ſoule 
! BY $ well pleaſed , and in love with the holy 
. tug ommandment in oppoſition to his na- 
 Thafurall luits and corru ptions : Juſt like as it is 


_ 1th a chaſte wife and fairh{ull , ſo is it with 
Me Þ gracious renewed heart : as it is witha 


Wreacherous & lewd wife,ſo is it withan ur- 
Kanctified and naturall heart . The chaſt and 
5,0 yall ſpouſe highly valueth,dearly loves,and 
© NMntirely cloſeth with that law which binds 
her to fidelity and conſtancie 1n her affecti- 
Þrs to her husband. The Adulterous and 
PÞofaichtull diflikerh, quarrels with, and ſe- 
tretly wiſheth the law were not yet in be- 
ng which confines her affe&tions and embra- 
es to that ſingte perſon whom ſhe calls huſ- 
irſt dand,whileit the regenerate ſoule loves that 
w which maketh his choice dury and difli- 
batÞerh onely the boundlefſe,and unreaſonable 
'MBreedome which Juſt aimerh ar: the beſt im- 
 tOEproved naturall man in the meane time bath 
fe, Jan adulterous ſoule and complaines of the 
{o[ftrianeſſe of that Law which requires that 
neKll his ſtrength, and all his foule,and all us 
n-Fmight ſhould entirely and ſolely betermi- 
SEnatedto God, and his will: It 1s too ſevere 4 
N Gprecepe 80 the natirel man tg calt off every 
Ac | rivall 


Th 


e jud 
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rivall luſt, and cleave to the Lord alone anc 
his beſt improvements by education or lear oy” 
ning without renewing grace do not alte 
tlus frame of his heart, but 7 1s an eaſy, 

equitable a very excellent Law to the ſain 
which bind's the ſaint tro chuſe that whid 
he would not for ten thouſand worlds re " 
fuſe. Me thinks I ſee this in Paxl (fo evi wa 
dently that I need no other inſtance, wh 
did heartily and ſweetly cloſe with thar per 
tect holy Law which he ſeigne would have 
perfeRtly obeyed though he could not, He 
accounteth it good in the, Rem. 7.12. 13 


aſlenteth to the beauty and comelineſle « So. 
it veyſ. 16, what the Law commendeth hi * o 


approveth, what the Law commandeth ht ſl 

would performe, not as a taske and unpleaÞ"** 
Jant worke, but as that in which he delig mon 
teth: .For that which the Law comma 

deth,is that which he would do and what i b 
torbid's is that he would not doe, and fo he __ 
delighterh zerſ. 22. ow#Jcunt (ſaith Paxl) nf" © 
»*%4u Hoe defederio manifeſts ſe ab incontinen : 
tibus Philo ophorum diſcernit. (faith Parens i 
toc. )is there in a carnall, in an unregeneratt 
man ſuch a complacency in the Law of God 
Oh! nothing leſſe, there is an unſuitable, 
nefle in the keart of every carnall wan, - = 
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e judgerththe waies, and the lawes of God 
nxquall, roo {tri& and he cannor, nor will 
She cloſe with them. A traitour may know 
hat is treaſon and by whar law , enacted 
- Wuch a ſeſſion of Parliament in ſuch a King's 
- (yreigne, and wiſh there neyer had been any 
uch made, A loyall and obedient ſubject 
-Emay know this too and love the law approve 
the Juſtice and wiſedome of his Sovercigne. 
ho now ſee's not the palpable difference 
Fberween theſe rwo men 1n their knowledg 
Rof the ſame thing? jult ſoit is in this caſe; 
[But in the laſt place. 


Kneſſe of their aſſent to the concluſion of that der 


Fbrought into the Schooles in an affirmative 
or negative ſtate of the queſtion, ſo did thar 
conventicle gathered rogether art Trent in 
 Fthe yeare 1545 in the 5th Seflion on the 17 
Yof Zan: 1546. Leave it to every mans liber- 

ty to think.or teach what likgd him tcuching this 
ble Provided he thought and maintained , that it 
$45,and that it was propogated, and what _ 
i 


f 8, Theſe two forts of men have a know-8.Difſer. 
Bledge of this fame fin very much differing There is 4 


in the certainty, aſ[urauce,cvidence, and firme- {ifſcrencein 


monſtration in which it is proved a ſin. The aſurance of 
unregenerate man looks on it as a Problema- their knew? 
.Bticall Queſtion which may be diſputed and edge. 
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the effets of it. But an experienced Chri 
{tian is more firmely and unmoveably ſer 
led in his knowledge, and apprehenſion 0 
it, he will never be beaten our of thi 
T hat it is an evill allwaies preſent, impedin 
what is good and impulling and putting us p' 
what us evill, that it is a law of our membir 
warring againſt the law of the mind; ard 
though all the world withall its learning 
and skill ſhould conſpire,and club wits, ant 
reaſon to overthrow this truth, yer the 
ſhould never perſwade him to a beliefe, thz 
poſlibly there may be no fuch thing as evi 
Cencnpiſcence,or Original ſin Ris experiend 
1s inſtar mille teſtinm, and he would repe 
all their arguments with this anſwer, tha 
he ſees the plots and contrivances, th 
he feeleth che power , and {trength of thi 
{inning ſin withholding him , and drawi 
him back from that good, which he deſire 
he may,which he knowes he ought to dc 
The world may as ſoone perſwade him th 
fire is not hot, which hath burnt his finger 
as periwade him that luſt within is not 
tire of Hell which inflames him , and fer 
him on fire with rageing paſſions, or wantot 
deſires. Let this old man appeare unde 
what vizard he will, for the deceiving pu 

| blind 
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hnd nature, ler'him plead his originall, ex 
enditione materie and appeale to Pelagian, 

pr Semipelagian or Socinian Heralds to aſſert 
$15 pedigree, yet he cannot fo eſcape a re- 
aWenerate {avingly enlightned ſoul;who ſeerh 
znd knowerh that 1t 1s of the Divell,and our 
pwn abuſe of tree will. Though this old 
an walkeup,and downe among us, and ex- 
atiate it ſelte in the larger walkes of a Scep- 
ick., and feeme onely to enquire rationally 
ouching the Beeing,and Providence of a Det= 
2), and in this garbe paſſe for a more pene. 
rating inquiſitive head, and judgment with 
endpn #nſantlifyed Scholar, yet the regenerate ſoul 
epeÞ:1ow's (and 1s fo perſwaded that he will ne- 
,thaſver be brought to think the contrary ) that 
phis 3s a branch of /theiſme, ſprouting our of 
Mis bitter root. I think I need not helitate 
&n pronouncing it. An unregenerate man 
S$mproved co the higheſt pirch rhar excerrall, 
orall advantages can raile him to, never 
lid or ever will be able ro come te ſuch a 
degree of certainty in bis KnowleCcge ot this, 
notFas the experienced foule which obſerverh 
 ſerthe ſtirrings, and motions of this fin in him- 
ntofſelfe doth come ro; 1 am ture there is a 
ndeggreat difference berween the certainty to 
purfwhich the one attaines by ſpeculative prin- 
lint K ciples 
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ciples and diſcourſes, and the certainty tY Th 
which the other atreines by experienceſally i 
you may poſlibly pertwade a nian to talſſhe is | 
Poyſon who onely knowes the nature of ifthis fi 
from his book and ſpeculation and perharſſin his 
you may prevaile wich him to hope, and beliſy co 
ſieve it 15 not deadly, becauſe his knowiedYand 0 
is not confirmed by experience, bur dc yo! 
think it poſſible? to perſwade that man int4 
an opinion that it may not, or into hopef 
that it is not, or into an adventurous tryall 
whether that be deadly poyſon whidk 
had undoubredly deſtroyed him long befor 
if the admirable $kill of ſome eminent Phy} KL 
fician had not cured him and prevented thi 
working of the Poyſon? fo it 1s,it; one worÞ 
The regenerate ſoule knowes he had dyet 
of this Jeadly poyſon , if che compaſlion of 
an inſinitely merciſull, and the skill of an in$ 
finitely wile Phyſcizn, had not healed him 
he knowes he was ſick unro death, and he! 
as certaine of it,as experience can make himF 
and will not dovbt it though all the worlÞ 
deny ir,here he tixeth immovedly, 

( Know = in me awels nuhing good, Rom. 

5. 48. 
I Findevil! preſent when Iwould do good 21 
( See an other law leading mee captive, 2 3 

pi 


Ve 


naſffin his knowledg as the regenerate ſoule: nar 
1 beſo conſtant in his beliete ofir's indwelling 
iedJand overſpreading the whole man. 
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SSSSS8 &-LESSIEES 
PPEPOD- OE BEPEREPYE 


SERMON Nm. 


Rom. 7. v. 7. latter part. 


* Foy Thad not knowne Luſt, except the Law 
had ſaid, T hou ſhalt not Covet, 


mma 7 E Inabilitie of Natnre , 
m nl Ut improved by learning and 
Ar education,or what other means 
N ll your will ſuppoſe ;, ( ſhort of 
| BY Grace and the renovation 
=". ofthe heart by the ſpirit of 
God, to make a right diſcovery of the ſinfull- 
Uneſſe of our nature, that indwelling fin, (which 
here the Apoſtle calls, Lyſt,)being obſerved as 
one of the DuEtrimes the Apoſtle layes down in 
this verſe,and being confirmed , and proſecuted 
ſo farre, that nothing farther remaines 7 what 
| was propoſed, but an application and cloſe of the 
| whole: 1 now proceed to that, and ſo firit 
| Ifthe beſt ;wproved natwr.ll man be not able 


| may hence learne,and informg our ſelves. 
F K 3 I, That 


| to diſcover the ſinfulneſſe of his nature, we 


Uſe.1. 


Ormas 
tion 


F 
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; 1.That there isin ſin that which is of a ve- _y 
Bom of very ry dangerous tendency,to all,but eſpecially/difa 
= to Scholars. It is not to be ſported with: 1wown 
quence . 
#0 all but We never dally with this ſerpent , but ig|hcart 
ſheci.lly ro ſting's and empoyſon's us: we never come iſenſe 
Scholars 0 into the hands of theſe Philiſtines, but rhey(|be,tl 
—-—=— qa put out our eyes; 1f we had our eyes befor;)\ſinne 
rene Ml we loſe them after, our cloſeing with a temp.\\and 
Sanding, - tation to fin: This is the cauſe why we are||they 
not able (ſo long as. weare carnall) to ſe/ſinfu 
our ſinfulneſſe , becauſe we are finfull ag, gean 
there need no other reaſon be given, why! 
we are not acquainted with the pullutions 6 
our garments; bur this, becauſe we are blind; 
ſoneither needs there any other reaſon 
demanded why a ſinner is not acquainte 
with his finfulneſſe , after you have once 
faid and proved that he is a ſinner: For| 
ſin is a violence offered to the ſoule, Prov. 8.1 
zlt.verſ. Tt isa violence by which the ſoule 
15 wounded, and maimed, as it were with 
the ſtroke of a ſword , or other in{trument{ 
of cruelty as I obſerve pyr1 ſignifys, now add 
the ſoule is a tender thing like the eye: it} ure 
beares not a wound, withour loſſe of its ſight 
and being once wounded by fin it cannot} ,> 
any more rightly diſcover fin: or it you read}; qui: 
that wp ks Hſe Mill it ſpeaks that danger} har 
danger | 1,44 
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a ve«danger which is in fin on the account of its 
cially/difableing che ſinner from ſeeing it, chat 

with; wound that reacheth the life that reacheth the 

ut it; \heart kills dead, and bereives the man of the 
comeltſenſe of bis condition; he knowes not, nor can 
they!jbe,that he is dead, ſo it was with the firſt 
for;)\ſinners among the creatures, Angels ſinned 
emp-\|and loſt that perfect knowledge in which 

ear. they were created, and had not known their 

0 ſee) finfull ſtare if an immediate,and winged ven- 

1 ag} geance had not overtaken them if the 

why|/ weight of thoſe ferters the diſmall noiſe of 

thoſe chaines in which they are reſerved to 

| thefudgm-nt of the great day had not awakned 
them,they had ſurely continued unacquain- 

ted with that fintulneſſe,which, their juſt pu- 
niſhment convinced them of: though it may 

| perhaps admit a doubt, whether the fallen 

.} Angels may not have an adequate , ſpecula- 

tive knowledge of their f1nfull natures: yer 

it is beyond a doubr, they have not a Pract» 

call,and right knowledg of it, whilelt they , na 
adde to the number of their fins and trea-,,,.c»4, 

' itÞ ſure up wrath to the day of wrath. * 7c is Luaſtiode 
ht  Damanun 
cognitione poſt peccatum proponi ſclet,nempe,an penitus pojt pecca- 
OLE tun excatati ſunt & omni cum Det & (hriſli,equi & int- 
ad} quiztun aliarum rerum 0 gnitione dejtituti an vero adbus aliquam 
erÞ harum omnium weneans Cognitionem Hieron: Zanchide oper; Dei 
| 1,46-7-parti i, 40 
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xo contemptible queſti;n which is uſually pro- 
pounded concerning th: knowledg of Devills 


ſince they ſinned viz: whether they are not 
quite blinded as to have no knowledy of God 


they yet retaine ſome knowledg of all theſe , 
though they know much, ſo much as con- 
victions of the beeing, and juſtice of a Deity 


ſtrike them with rerrour of the latter : yet 
__ it's undoubtly true, They are ſince they ſinn'd 
| propter pe: aud for their ſia ſojudicially blinded that they 
Catum ex. 
cacati ſunt fore their ſinne. The juſt judg of all the 
| wt neque world through bis infinite witedome hath 
| ne made darkyeſſe, and the blackyſſe of darkneſſe, 
| omnium ves CParres 10 fetter them, who would not walke 


zineant (a: At liberty in the knowledg and obedience 


|  m—_ conſult the learned Author cited; The com- 


| 24m babue. MENTators on*T hom: & Lomb:chis the ill con- 
| yunt, ſequence of Sinne in theſe. It was no leſſe on 
| *Tbon pri. Adam and his ſinful off-ſpring, if we will 
I _ perpend, and view the ſad change which was 
| Lambard Introduced immediately upon his inning: 
| Sent 1,2, how ſoon did this ſpirituall Apoplexy ſeiſe 


end Chriſt, of equity and iniquity, or whether 
extort from them a beliefe of both, and}. 


pave not all that knowledg which they had be- | 


pientiam of the Father of lights:whoſo will pleaſe him- Þ 
gum & felte in the farther diſcuſſion ot this, may 


| &:7:2.74 on his underſtanding ? how ſoone did be 
fall Þ 


| The 


[{ int 
he v1 
chola 
this, Y 
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pro fall into a deep fleep, out of which none buc 
villslthe viice of the ſon of God can awaken him} 


not 
God 
ther 
eſe, 
on- 
eity 
and 
yet 
nd 
they 


be- | 


the 
ath 
ſſe, 
Ike 
ce 


| 


Scholars (for you ſhould moſt conſider 
this, you are moſt concerned in it) 1 preſſe 
you eſpecially with this conſideration to 
take heed offin; other conſiderations of e- 
quall concernment to others, as well as to 
you, and of higheſt concernment to both, as 
: Certaine ruine of their immorrtall ſoules. 
|| Enkindling the fury and diſpleaſure of the 
[| Almighty. 
$ Heaping up wrath againſt the day of 
wrath. 
Deare rate you, and /all who heare 0 
{ Chrilt ſin at &c. 
I paſle over , my diſcourſe leads me dir 
realy to conſider this peculiar malignity 
which is in ſin. For having proved that the 


belt [Improved naturall parts cannot make 


a diſcovery of Luſt, and having given ſome 
anſwer to the Enquiry why, or whence it is 
that he is ſo ignorant of it? and ſeeing it 1s 
becaule it hath ſo overſpread him, 
Nothing could be more genuine and pro- 
per to the precedent diſcourſe, then to 
mind you, that fin is extreamely dangerous 
to ſuch whoſe excellency is ro know more 
then others. Nothing ſhould bee a more 
rouſing 


x Tim. 6. 
20, 
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rouſing and A conſideration tgygempic 
ſuch an Audience then this, wou:d you beÞlent v 
concent to ſpend your time, to walſt your ledge 
ſtrength, to lay out your moneyes, to dil} fin al 
apoint the hopes ot che Church, to ſaddenÞ} lone 
the hearts of your friends, to breake th firlt « 
hearts and ſhorten the life of Parents, toÞ} mind 
Sratifie the Divell, diſh»nour God, andþj poor 
loſe your own ſoule for ever? Scholars} an e 
would you be thus contented? 1 amp it Sir 


perſlwaded better of you, and therefore 
hope to prevaile on ſome of you, to caſt of 
ſin, and to make halt ſo to do, becauſe it is 
an evill which directly leads to a diſappoint- 


ment of you in your profeſſed aimes,in yourÞ 
principall end, and in your peculiar excel-F 


lency, you are Scholars, and you profeſled- 
ly aume at knowledge, therefore you came 


hicher; you profeſle to aime at the bet 
knowledge too, therefore you ſpend yourf 


time in comparing the ſeverall pretences 
winch are made, that you may find our 
which are * a »71249m5 # {dfarvus ral 5x, (25 
the Apoltle calls all knowledge , which is 
not an effe&t of Goſpell light, and uſefull ro 


Goſpell ends) and that on this diſcovery 
you may make the wiſelt choice, that you 


may avoid thoſe which are zwopurics, and 


| larg| 
' der 1 
of it 


employ} 


mu 


| ths 
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IN t( ſemploy your thoughts on the more excel- 


u beflent way,viz.on the excellency of the know- £9. 3.8: 
you 


» dif- 


plars 


ledge of Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Now it is 


{fin alone which will diſappoint, it is fin a- 
-_ { lone that will befoole you, for this onely at 
theft 
3, Of 
andF poor miſtaken mortalls to the embraces of 
| an empty ſhaddow of knowledge. Believe 
! it Sirs, for at laſt it will appeare, that the 
largeſt extended knowledge of afinner un- 


der the power of ſin (bowever he may boaſt 


firlt did, this onely now doth, obſcure the 


| mind, infaruate the judgment, and delude 


of it, as the fruit of a long and diligent 
ſearch) is but the longer ſhaddow of one, 


; who hves in a vicinity to the Sphere, in 
' which the Sun of righteouſneſſe ſhines glo- 


riouſly, and enlightens others, whileſt no 
more light ſhines on him, then ſerves to 


| caſt the ſhaddow , and this, becauſe his 
| eſpouſed ſins keep him at a diſtance from 


the true light. The farther we are from the 
Sun, the greater ſhaddow we caſt, but the 
leſſer we ſee, ſo the more we are diſtant 
from God ſhining on us in the face of 
Chriſt, The greater ſhadow of-knowledge 


| we may ſeem to caſt, bur really we fee {ov 


much the leſſe, our knowledge is [till but a 


{ ſhaddow, darke, and vaine, onely fitted to 


ſeduce, 
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ſeduce, and make us loſe our waies , like y 
darke and miſty day to a traveller; onelyj 
fitted ro encreaſe our ſorrow and vexation\ſþ, we 
like an empty ciſterne to a thirſty travelle 

in a tedious drought and hear. If you'h 

be Scholars indeed, and know much, and ilſthe 


A 
unfit for ſolong a voyage, as you are to 
maKXe. 

2 Clogge it not, and make it faile flow; [yi 
your greatelt ſpeed will be too little, 

3. Straighten ir not, and make it capa-jef his 
ble ofholding lirtle, when you come to ladeſhat fi 
it, ſo you mult rake heed of fin. It crazeth,}j 1. 
and weakens it clogges and retards, it {trai- {yo the 
teneth and contratts the underſtanding, frond 
This dangerous malignity of fin ſhould, and ſÞut b 
I hope it will provoke you to abhorre it, [ead) 
you ſhall ſee farthelt in a cleare and faire [ot Bi 
day. Let your daics be cleare from the hg 
black clouds of fin , and you ſhall ſee what #Mat | 
others cannot wer | 
2 If the belt improved naturall parts can- Þiſer 
not Gifcover the ſinfulneſſe of that nature © © 

in F 


ſſe. 
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tke #1 which Luſt dwelleth: Then ſee the certaine 
nelylg,4 inevitable miſery of the naturall man, , 


2, Inſorm, 
The natu« 
all man's 


10N$w well ſcever he may be accompliſhed with inevitable 
elle ternall and common endowments. If you rune ard 


oufFrould ſuppoſe him to know as much as all my bo 


ry, be- 


nd ith e Philolophers did, and 1t you adde to _ 


Youſthis all the knowledge of theſe carnall men, 
+ Who have now, or ever had a forme of know- 
tel-H-dge in the Law, and ſuppoſe all this cen- 
youſtring in the breaſt ofone man, yet this 
e Itfpay (without a ſpirituall ſaving illuminati- 
 tofþÞn from the holy Ghoſt) world remaine in- 
qvitably miſcrable (becauſe unacquainted 
w; with his ſinful ſtate) a dyzng man, as much 
'ithout hope of recovery, as he is without ſenſe 
pa-fof his diſeaſe. And this miſery appeares in 
defthat ſuch a one 
th} 1. Is now obnoxious to wrath, and lyable 
at- [fo the juſt ſentence of God, but knowes not, or 


ana know 
his danger 
aud diſcaſe, 


K, 
A naturall 


18. [ronſiders it not. fe is guilty before God, T*® 0bnge 


3 
nd fÞur believes it not: he is in danger of Hell, _ we but 


it, {ready to drop into the lake of fire, and fees ynows is 


re [pot his danger: he conſiders not that a weak, 
he FJingle thread of life already ſcorch't, and 
at [har hath felt che fire, is the ſureſt hold he 
yet hath to keep him our of unſpeakable 
1- Pniſery. Nay he never will believe this, for 
re Þe cannot diſcover his fin , which hath 
n Þ © | brought 


no, 
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brought him into this condition: and if merſſ{his {e1 
cy (preventing mercy) do not give him 2: 

fight of it here, (timely) for his eſcape, Natyved a 
rall and Improved parts cannot before it be tg In 
Late to hope for an eſcape. 18 you knowgpatwre 
traitour guilty of a piece of treaſon againiþs ev 
a King, who can convict him, who will arWe»/6/ 
relt, arraigne, and condemne him, anÞvbich 
then execure the ſentence, and yet th{þtead « 
man all this while ſecure and careleſſe, net a in 
ther able to diſcover his danger by himſeliqQent, 

nor willing to ſee, and believe it diſcovereſſÞe tou 
by another: would you not conclude him gf che 
loſt man, without recovery? There's borfſee a þ 
the yileneſſe, and uncleaneneſſe of treafonſgor cut 
and the guilt and obnoxiouſneſſe of it untgt ſuc] 
puniſhment, radicated in our natures, an{Um: \ 
weare to anſwer it to a King, who kyowgde the 
the heart, and can convince ns; who rules tm 0 
world, and will judge ns; who proceeds with jufy0u I 
ſtice, and muſt condemne «as; who governe{bis is 
the world i» trath, and deth execute his ſexffratur 
zence: for his Government is no ſcare-crowſpor | 
bur a reall one; no ſcenicall Pageantry;but ecurc 
ſolid conſtituted regiment, in which all bow 
judgments are truly and really executed{ics it 
And how then can ſuch eſcape the condemgnprc 
nation of this judge, or the execution oÞnore 


The Naturall man's Blindneſſe. 147 


his ſentence? Farther yet 
2. This Naturall man in his beſt Impro- +, Natu- 

ed abilities is inevitably miſerable it left rallmanige 

0 himſelte, becauſe this nndiſcerncd ſonfull*,2 , A 

ature us ſtill proceeding to farther wickedn [a Fx 

ainþs ever adding ſin to fin, and the wan is nit puns fare 

| arWen/ible of it: hike a man that blowes the fire, ther into 
nvbich burnes the houſe over his head indebt , and 

; rhaſſtead of quenching it, enrageth it: Nor is 26 _ 

t a {mall degree of unhappineſle at this pre- on 

ſent, Bur the time will come, when it will 

de found in truth the ſaddeſt unhappineſſe 

of the groſlſeſt ſelfke murderer, it you ſhould 

ſee a poor diltracted man ſtabbing bimſelfe, 

Yr cutting-himſelfe with ſwords, and laying 

at ſuch as offer their skill and paines to cure 

im: what would you ſuppoſe were like to 

de the end of this man? would you not give 

 th@\m over for a lolt man? what hope could 

you have that he might be preſerved? And 

his is directly the caſe of the belt Improved 

aturall man, who not ſeeing his ſnfall ſtare, 

nor knowing his fafalt inclinations, doth 

ut ecurely reſt ;» the ove, and unceſlantly tol- 

| bow the other. Needs muſt be dye, who 

redf8fiies in the face of his Phyſician: and belt 

emPpmproved naturall men never yet acted 

| oÞnore ſoberly and orderly to their own ſafe- 


ry; 


T. 


on thi 
| hand 
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ty, they know not the miſery of their ltate 
yetareadding to it, ard this in a word 


: 3. With more pertinaciouſn:ſ[e thin othe + oulc 
- —_ men, with more reſolved, fixed, and ſober macyfput 
miſeratle neſſe, ſuch do cam rations inſanire. PooWinner 


becauſe they Men! they take themſelves (and ſeem tq® POE 
fin more others) to be the men, whoſe ſtate ſhoulg$#0me! 
_ deſerve admiration, not need pitry , whi ready 
ſoberhy, ſhould rather be our Patternes for our im! lig 
tation, then objects of our compaſlion, ani ofrni. 
thence it is they are fortified againſt tho; his l 
convincing Demonltrations, which conqueyſ<0e hi 
others, but ſcarce ſhake them. He is inevifÞ'"8 h 
tably loit, whoſe Improvemements do renjf® hin 
der him more obſtinate in his oppoſition tqF'*2<) 
his own ſafety, this is the caſe of a Natural 3- 
man in his higheſt Improved naturalls withy$32n0 
out grace. The more theſe unſanQified acgyÞeeN © 
compliſhments are increaſed in him , thW/* /** 
more firmely he bottomes himſelſe upog?*=* < 
them, and ſtands out againſt renewing” the 
Srace. Jt 1s a worke fur omnipotence to com ho C 
any, but it is a worke both of omnipotence he del 
anfinite wiſdome toconvert an Improved mas the me 
o& a Scholar, Grace ſeemes to conquer aq 0rts 
Ignorant ſinner only by Power, a Powerſ"<<4: 
full light ſhines on the underſtanding, ani becau 
he receives the light, a powerfull heat fal The} 
0! 
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on the hard heart, 2nd melts ir, a Powertull 
Jhand then frames the heart to a right 
mould, withour any long,rationall, or ſubtile 
lifpure againſt ri:e worke: bur a learned 
Winner, an improved naturall man, ſeems 
0 pur grace to an exerting; as well its wiſe- 
dome, as it's power for ſubduing him. He is 
ready to oppole, and diſpute every beame 
f light, to harden himelte againſt every 
ofrning conlicerarion, in all which through 
his Ignorance he is wife and crafty to un- 
doe himſelfe, his carnall wildome ſo diſpo- 
evifſing bis oppoſition, that his pertinacy ſeems 
reno him a well crdered and rationall con- 
ſtancy to his principles, 


annot diſcover hs finfull ſtare, as bath 
deen already proved, T hen it cannot be, that 


»-wbo doth not apprehend he needs the good 
he defireth. D:fire ſcemeth the firſt-borne of 
the needy and apprehenſine foule. When a 
mortally ſick ran is faſt aſleep, though he 
need a Phyſitian, yet he defirech him nor, 
K becauſe he is not apprehenſive of his need. 


The poor man who knowes his debts, and 
what 


3. If the be't improved natura!ll man I*form.z; 
Hig beſt im» 
proved 
- arts canngs 
We ſhould diſpoſe him:ſelfe to defire, ſech, or Hiſpoſe 
Frize Chriſt and that grace which is aiſpenſed themſelves 


rind$# the Goſpell, He can never itrongly defire, - _ and 


Cbrift. 
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what he needs to pay them bath ſtrongel} 
deſires of a ſurery ſufficient to prevent hip 
Impriſonment, and theſe delires are pro 
portioned to his apprehended need. Nouf 
{oit is, that or ſinfxlncſſe 15 the real gronn, 
of our need of Chriſt, and grace; our knowled 
of this ſinfulnifſe is the immediate ground 
our deſire: we therefore need him, becauig 
we are finfull, we therefore deſire him, be 
cauſe we know we are (intull. Now wherg 
we cannot come to a due and right knowy 


Whenceit is that the ſpirit of God in draw} 
ingthe ſinner to cloſe with Chriſt, dot! 
{till manitelt and exert his power in illumif 
nating and conyircing the foule. All tr | 
deſires of Grace ar. wrought in the ſcule by thi 
ſpirit of Ged, ſhewing, ard clearing it up to 
. that we need grace. \t the beit Improve 
natural] man cannot tee how ſinfull he is, | 
cannot ſee. how much be needeth a Jeſu 
and he never deſired him entirely and << 
nough, who knew not this. V;aman bad neÞ 
ver detired to make a tryall whar the Pro 
pher could do for kis recovery, it he had nct 
heen 


T 


been 
be h 


knoy 


q itand 


leave 


4 himlt 


may 
Ther: 
[ ty 1 


coun! 


| ſuch 
ledge of our {intulneſſe, it is not poſhible wil OY 
ſhould come to a right or due deſire « 
Chrilt, who is pretious onely to the ſoulf 


that needs, and is ſenſible he neederh | n+ f 


ble el 
tion, 
ſpoſe 
man 

umpet 
indiff 
necel 
berte 


may 


I that | 


it: bu 
prehe 
at all 
him) 
mora 
ſelfe t 
1mpr 
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been apprehenſive of his urgent neceſlity ro 


ff be healed of his leproſy. That man who 


1 
\OVF 
{ 


knows not that his nature is diſpoſed and 
itands bent ro depart from Cod, and to 


"N73 leave the way of holinefſe, cannot prepare 
"0/9 himſelfe to ſeek after that Grace which 


may powerfuliy change this ſintull nature, 


A There is both a ral and narurall impeſſibi- 
"8 /iry in it; a mural! in:poſſibility on this ac- 
WF count, that he believes there is no need of 


wo 


» OF 
ud 
acep 
awy 
ot! 

mi} 
rol 
8#1/ 
'0 | 
ve 


ſuch a change. Now it is Morally impoſli- 
ble that a man ſhould apprehend his condi- 
tion, ſuch, as needs no change, and yet di- 


4 ſpoſe himſelfe to che change of ir. Indeed a 


man may have wavering, unconſtant, and 
imperfect appretenſions that his ſtate is 
indifferently good, and there is no abſolute 
neceſlity of a change; yet that it might be 


q better it it were changed. And ſuch a man 


may at once feeme content and perſwaded 
that he needs not change, and yet attempt 
it: but where a full, conſtant, and fixed ap- 
prehenſion in the mind,that there is no need 


WY at all to change, and that (ir is doubred by 
ÞR him) the change will not better him, - it 1s 


morally impoſlible he ſhould diſpoſe him- 
ſelfe tochange it: which is the cale ofa well 
improved carnall man, whoſe apprehenſi- 

L 2 Ons 
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ons of his ſelfe ſufficiency and preſent per. 
tect condition are fixed ar —_—_ oe JPhrer 
though he deſires an addition of more de. doth. 
grees of naturall excellencies, yer he is un- _ 
_ that change, which now would mart 
alrer the very nature ofthem, and make ey 
his carnall wiſdome, ſpirituall, his common ens 
rationall perfections, eſpeciall, ſaving co: om 
verſion, his earthly, worldly mind, Heaven-| hat | 
ly, and ſuited to the Coſpell. There # alſo 4 by 
NN atarall cannot, or Impeſſibility in this thing, he na 
A highly improved naturall man remaine; he 1a 
naturall till, and ſtanderh entirely bent to-[#"9" 
ward rhis his naturall eſtate, much delighted ', Bu 
n it, and ſatisfied with it: and it & natzral-[*.c* 
ly impoſſible that nature ſheuld deſire that raiſe 
change which will d;ſtroy i: and ſince fin hath _ 
ſo incorporaced it ſelfe into our natures, evider 
that it is in a ſenſe become natural to us, nabil! 
and we cannot ſavingly receive grace burþjS"*<<- 
with the deſtruction of naturalized ſin, it an ap 
will be a truth that it is naturally impoſlt- Theſe 
ble, that a naturall man, however well in worth 
proved, ſhould diſpoſe himſelfe to a defirep! = 
of. heart-changing and renewing grace. latter 
Though the carnall mind know not its need bungr 
his ſer 
neceſi 


e 


of Grace to deſire it, yet it knows there 1s 
contrariety in_ grace to {in , to deſtroy it, 
and} 
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Jand therefore he oppoſeth it; asa man in a 
w {Phrenſy, through che violence of a fever 
doth not know his need of ſuitable applica- 
«..[qrions to deſire them, yer may know the 
14 Nſmart, trouble, and bitterneſle of the appli- 
Jcations to rage againſt them, and thruſt 
them from hun, or as we obſerve it in chil- 
lren more frequently, the knowledge of, 
hat ſenſible unpleaſantneſſe which is in 
Ihyſick maketh chem ſtrongly diſlike it, ſo 
the natarall man kyowes by report ſo much of 
he nature and workiag of grace, ſo much of ap- 
parent wnpleaſantn:ſſe to the fleſh, as torejeft 
ool8'> but he knowes not ſo much of hs own need, 
11.1 #2 acfire tt. Nor can the Naturall man 
raiſe himſelfe to an eſteeme of Chriit and 
race through him, which appeares moſt 
evidently from the conſideration ot his utter 
nability ro diſcover his need of Chrilt and 
'igrace. Need enhaunceth the price of every good 
and apprehended need, raiſeth our value of it. 
i [Theſe two, ſenſe of want, and apprehenſion of 
Iworth go hand in hand, equally increa{ing 
"Jin us; and when the former abateth, the 
Flatter cannor but ſink alſo. How doth che 
418 hungry Eſa prize a meane dinner, when 
his ſenſe is ſo prevalent, that it ſuggeſts a 

: neceſſity of a preſent, Ipeedy ſupply, or an 
inevitable 
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inevitable certainty of deaths ſenſe of hiffour e: 
want raiſerha contemptible diſh of Portag{prove 
to a value equall to his Birth-right. Pro-Wprize 
phane Eſav! How meanly wouldlt thoyfin thi 
have thought of ſuch a charity (in the mid{there 
delt of thy veniſon feaſt) at another timefYmentr 


if thou mighreſt have had it of gift then ducen 


thou wouldit not have accounted it wortlf houy 
thine acceptance: . now in want upon faleffevent 


thou thinkeſt it worth thy choiceſt excellen{#{o diff 
cies: ſurely as each ſuppe abated ſomewha Joaths 
of his hunger, and the ſenſe of his need, (F{fuſeth 
it abated his eſteeme and value of the purſÞoule { 
chaſe, and the lait of his diſh was leaſt ofÞe cor 
value to him. It. is much ſo in all preſenfÞbanqu 
outward good we ſtand in need of, our u{fftarche 
of chem abates our need, and this ſinks thEinduce 
price of them. Now though the more wifargum 
have of Chriſt and grace, the more we priz{Kiftere 
them, and reaſonably may, juſtly ought iFneed, 
improve our value of them. In which reſpedftheſe | 
there is a difference between our value «rhem. 
externall, common ov0d, which decreaſeth orice ſin 
dinarily as our uſe of them is free, continue nor th 
ed, and full, and theſe ſpiritvall and beaver 4- If 
ly gouds, whoſe value Improyes upon theirfments 
uſe, and is raiſed as we are acquainted with|Jnewin 
them. The more free, continued, and fullof inic 
Our 
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higJour enjoyment of Chriſt is, and the Im- 
ig provement of grace is, the more we ſhall 
ro-Mprize them: but though here be a difference 
fin the iſſue, or event of Enjoyment, yer 
idMthere is a very great likeneſle and agree- 
negmenr between them in the motive and en- 
enflducement to value and eſteem them. 
rtFThough the event of a full meale; and the 
ilefgevent of a full communication of grace be 
erf$ſo different, that the hungry one filled 
Yoaths the ſweerneſſe of a honey combe, re- 
fuſech and fleights ir, whuleſt the gracious 
Woule ſo filled defires more, and Pray's to 
4Þ: continued in this, or taken into fuller 
Fanqueting roomes, and highly prizech ſuch 
uſ{Ftarcher ſpirituall fealtings: yer Sorh were 
qnduced by the fame generall and common 
JTargument ar firlt ro value, and prize theſe 
&fterent Goods. An apprehention of our 
need, and a ſenſe of rhe ſuirableneſle in 
Itheſe to our need, raiſeth our eſteeme of 
\Frhem. So that if belt improved parts cannot 
ce ſin,nor can they ſee rheir need of grace, 
we nor the high value and price of Grace. 
8 4. If the naturall man with beſt Improve- 
WI mencs and advantages, ſhorr of ſaving re- 
newing grace, cannot diſcover that myſtery 
of iniquity which dwells in bis nature, Then 
Cer- 


Inform. 4. 
bigheft im- 


proved parts 


cant.6t purt. 


fy ,and make 
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themſelves certainly it is not a thing poſſible for him by 
really holy. all bis naturall improved parts to purify and 
cleanſe himſelfe , to mak; himſclfe hely in the 
efteeme , and judgment of the heart-ſearching 
Goa;when he hath done what he can (andit 
may be done very much in our account ) 
yet {till his worke 1s ſhort of effecting any 
true reall holyneſſe, fan&tification and reno-f 
vation of {infull nature is the worke onely 
of one who is acquainted aright with his} 
own heart which 1s to be cleanſed and theÞ$11 
word of God by which it is to be cleanſed; 
and it is his worke not originally, and prin-| 
cipally, as an efficient, firſt producing cauſef 
of it,for this is the ſpirit of God, powertully| 
changing the hearc.&continually promotingÞ 
& carrying on the change to perfe&tion; yet} 
it's the work alſo of the quickned, renewed} 
ſoule, which having received principles off 
life and a power to ad ſpiritually doth co-P 
worke with the ſpirit ro the perfecting off 
that holinefſe which is begun: in the firſt 
mighty change of the heart, God givesa $1 
power, and actuares it to the finiſhing oF 
this glorious worke. Through grace we are &onſid 
what we are, what we are of Saints , all tharſ$vithin 
beeing which we have as new creatures is now: 
the prodn& of a cauſe infinicely greater ſÞeart 
then 


off 
Tre onſider that there is urſcen rotrtenneſſe 
Syithin, which muſt he caſt out: He thar 
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en _.che higheſt, and belt improved nature. 


proved parts may indeed, lop off ſome 
xuriant boughes, and cut off the outer- 


Soft branches which would prove hurrfull 
Þ bimſelfe, improved parts may bind up the 


ore {tragling branches, chat chey ſhould 


got impede, and offend others and yer the 
Free will be ſtill corrupt and bring forth no 


etter fruit then what 1s the fruit of Scdome 


$:d claſters of Gomorrah,it is not the neat tri- 
$11ng of the thorne that will make it a figge- 
Free , the root and ſtock muſt be chan- 


ed, or it abides the fame, and brings forth 
it like it ſelfe: uſelefſe and corrupt veſſels 


Hiult have an other kind of cleanſing then 


n outſide waſhing, or wipeing them, If 


Fou did ſee a man painting a Sepulchre, and 
$o doing ſhould tell you he hoped to make 


cleane, and fit for another renant then 


Fottenneſſe, and dead mens bones, would 
ou not ſoone tell him that it he drew all che 
boodly colours that art could furniſh him 


vith, yer he would never be able to do this 
ince heeither knowes not, or elſe doth nor 


nowes not how finfull the frame of his 


eart is,will not make it bis buſineſle ro pu- 
rike 


Th 
er the 
now, 


ity th 
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rifie his heart, And an wmackan heart n: 
Jet was arcennted by a righteoug judge c« 
fiftent with halinſſe much leſſe can it b: a pri 
ciple of halzneſſe: Now then to it 1s char aſWbegin' 
rer all the paines a naturall well unprove@hrou: 
man hath raken in purſuance oi his ſeeminged, / 
holyneſle, there remaines in him an uncleanſ@hey | 
heart which is ch ſpring of all his aftionJ&hey 
and how-can they be clean or holy chen Þnolt 1 
the merhod which Chriit preſcribes Afar. 11ſning 
33.1s this to begin with thar which is hiddegyour 
from the naturall man, to make a bad hearffare n« 
good,and chen a bad hte will be good, UnfWoly:! 
till this be done there will be no true reaf&y a c 
holynefſe, A the glorious appearances, arfÞo che 
out fides without avi newed heart are in accongeedy 
of God nthins better then g/itrering ſins, (qpnitea 
farre then, as the naturall improved manyrien 
from holyneſſe of heart fo farre is he frongor re: 
truth of holinefſe , and fo farre as he is fronFDoct! 
knowing his (inſall heart, ſo farre is he fronfgdoub! 
purifying it, for cieanſins of the hearr is thaſſare & 
work which requireth a knowing of thiſend :1 
heart in order to the cleanling it. There of the 
ne ver more {anttity of h-art, then there is knon{Fore C 
tedg cf the heart, though there 25 many timpeal9! 
more knowleds then there is ſanttity: Now iWviews 
It be, (as bath been proved,) a worke grezſeduc; 
(6! 
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er then a naturall improved man can do to 
now, 1t 15 certainly a greater worke to pu- 
ity the heart then his beſt parts can either 
beginor ever finiſh , this wound muſt be 
hroughly ſearched ere it will be ſoundly cu- 
ed, /Vaturall men do but skin it over, when 
hey have applyed all che healing playſters 
hey can, 1 beſeech ycu, Scholars (you are 
olt in danger ro be deceived with this ſee- 
ming holyneſle)conſider this, your ripe parts, 
your advantages of learning, and education 
are not of themſelves ſufficient to make you 
holy: but they may be dangerouſly managed 
dy a deceitfullhearr, and a malicious Devill 
0 cheat you and make you rely on a broken 
reed which will afſuredly pierce you through 
n{tead of ſupporting you: 1 am perſwaded 
friends, who ever you are that either heare, 
r read the proofe and confirmation of the 
DoErine , you believe it is a truth, and 1 
doubt nor, you do fee how clolely theſe ro 
Gre knit together, ignorance of our finfullr. ſſe 
herd inab:l:tie to cleanſe our ſclves, as ioyncrance 
Sf the diſeaſe and inability to cure it: | there- 
ore deſire you but to conſider it, with this 
ſeaſonable admonition , that 1f thou who 
ieweſt theſe lines art a man of parts, and 
education by which a blamelefle oy 
At 


*% 
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kath been thy more conſtant courſe (ifthou 


arc ſuch a one oon{:der ) rhou arr in very; 


great danger of concluding this to be reall 
holvneſle, and ſufficient to the end thou in- 
rendelt, and rhy danger 1s the greater ſeeing 
thy parts and education inake thy hte come 
neerer and ſeeme liker to real! holyneſſe; 
and it is hee cheates mc{t unavoidably who 
doth counterieit nioit exactiy : che greater 
thy parts are, the beter thy education is, if 


{til chou remaine carnall, the more artifici-| 


ally thou mayelt play the Iypocrite, and the 
more certainly deceive thy felfe, and aſſu- 


rediy thou dolt fo, it thou wilt be thine own {| 


Phylitian, and heale a ſpirituall diſeaſewith 


a courſe of Phyſick ſo diſproportioned to it, Þ 


this diſeale hath ſeiſed the heart, it affeReth 


the molt inward, and vitall parts primarily, 


and it doth thence atfe&t the outward parts 
the tongue indeedis affected, as appeares by 
the oaths,curſcs, railings of ſome, by the laſ- 
civious,wanton, and unſavoury diſcourſe of 
others,che impertinent, vaine and unprofita- 
ble words which we daily heare, ſo are all 
m: bers ofthe body affeRed with this diſeaſe, 
which the Apoſtle calls by the name of yee!- 
ding them weapons of tarighteor:ſneſſe or” er= 
”41ts wato fin, yer the roote,and ſpring of it, 

is 


diſco! 
what 
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in the molt ſecret and inward of the man 

hich muſt be cured, or elfe we loſe cur Ja- 

hour as he certainly doth whoſe {ickneſle is 

cated in the vitall and inward parts, bur 

le uſerh onely externall and outward appli- 

ation of medicines for his cure. U'e. 2. 
A ſecond uſe, of the Doctrine of nacurall For Cauthe 

ten's ignorance of their ({infull nature and 9 

heir utter inability ot diſcove ring it by the 

delt improvement of parts, without renew 

ns grace, ſhall be a cantion and Waring to 

{ but eſpecially to Scholars that they takeheed. 

1.Leſt they attempt, and ſit upon the diſcvve= «x 

| Jef this nn by meere Naturall 1riprovements, Cave, x. 
d leſt 1 __ they have made a 4i/co- winemp- 


Py ery of it by ſuch: beware of the attempt as po. bo difs 
*00 & Y . at. Over OF 
rou would beware of that which 1s certain concluding 


ly unfeiſeable in the courſe that is taken, As zou bavediſ- 
you would beware of venturing on an 1m covered it 

boflibility; loſſe of iabour (which 1 fore- 9 mere 

ell you will be the end of your attempt) me 
thinks ſhould warne you of this, rak; heed 
if concluding you have d:ſcover:d 1t as 
you would rake heed of being miſtzken 
na matter of weight and moment: Jt you 
reſt upon it, and determine that you have 
diſcovered this when indeed you have nor 
what an errour will ycu runne your foules 
Into ? 


light, 


158 The Naturall man's Blindneſe, 


into? How dangerouſly will you deceiy 
your ſelves ? How inevitably do you un 
doe your ſelves ? 1t chou who readelt thel 
lines ſhould'it- as cleerely fee at provedt 
thee that chou could{t not diſcover a fa) 
title from a true one, as it hath been prove 
thou can'it noc diſcover a deſperately de 
cattull heart, a very {infull nature, would'l 
thou venture -0n a great purchaſe? and la 
our all thy wealth on it ? and runne th 
hazard ot being deceived?would'l!t rhou ex 
amine the title by no better helpes rhen th 
owne natura!l wit and ſagacity ? would'! 
thou do fo ? 1 know thou would'{t not 
And yet wilt thor r11m this hazard? and ven 


tre all the kappyn:ſſe thou expettiſt? and ar 
capable of this ? diſt thow dare to lay the ſtrij 
of thy (tr7nall welfare mm ſach a foundation 4 


#s ſure 1n nothing but to deceive thee! Ol 
that all would, and 1 beſeech you Scholar 


(whole parts I highly prize and value whoſ 


danger in this ] partly know) that you wil 
conlider a while. Can y# goe to Heave 
with uncleans hearts ? with ſinfull natures | 
can any thing that ts z:ncleane? or that aefilet 
enter there ? ſrall any who worketh iniquit 
aw:ll in the holy bil? And hiw can ſuch un 
cleane things as the n#trrall heart enter > Hos 


ſha 


The 
ball #þ 
Pullxte 
e e but 
bell 1 
nite b 
ther ka! 
lelves 
up th 
anato! 
ward, 
and tr 
red tl 
preat 
them 
difco\ 
God. 
very | 
will b 
of ou 
conce 
ing 01 
lame 
whicl 
this h 
farth 
can d 
this e 


find t 


The Naturall man's Blindniſſe. 159 


ball that which defileth the whcl, lije? that 
Pulnterh every at{ion ? wheſe wirky us mething 
elle but to incr: aſe abeminaticn? hew. ſhall thas 
boell in has preſence who bateth {ſm with an in= 
nite batred wh» knewes,and will judg, in anc- 
ther kind of manner thin new men judge them- 
ſelves * Tconfieſle if God never would rip 
up the breaſts ot men, if he would never 
inaromizet hem, nor turne their inſide out- 
ward, it he would never fearch the hearr, 
and try the reines, then might 1 bave ſpa- 
red this Admonirion , for it were then no 
great matter whether men d1d enquire into 
themſelyes, or upon enquiry whether they 
diſcovered any thing, or not: Eur ſince 
God hath purpoſed to try, and Gitcover the 
very ſecrets ot the heart, ſince his judgment 
will be according to truth,(be cur judgment 
of our ſelves what it will) it is of higheſt 
concernment to us, that we proceed in judg- 
ing our ſelves (1o neere 2s we can) by the 
lame rule, and make the fame diſcovery, 
which God will make when he judpgeth. And 
this he never will, or can do who makes no 
farther enquiry then his belt improved parts 
can diſcover, Ina word thou who makelit 
this enquiry, and reltelt ſatisfyed in it, wilt 
ind thy ſelfe as farre nuita ken, as that ma- 

lelactour, 
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lefacour, who inthe priſon makes a ſleight 
buſineſle of his felony, and examines it with 

a voluntary hideing of that which his judge 
knowes and which 1s undoubredly eroughY: 
ro hang him,and upon this pronouncerh him- 
ſelte guilcleſſe. Tremble ar the choughts 
of that ſoul's amazement which here de. 
ceives it ſelfe with ſuch inſufficient ſearch, 
which relyeth on thus deceir, and finds the 
greatneſle of it at laſt, when God diſcovers 
itto him, that treis nor fit for an undefiled 
inheritance who bath ſo defiled a heart, and 
uncleane nature: be not deceived thou mult 

be cleanſed or eternally periſh, it thou wilt 

be cleanſed chou mult know thy unclean-ſjit | 
neſle, and vileneſſe, in other manner then 
yet any naturall, (though imptoved ) man 
ever knew upon enquirie into it by his beſtſeerh 


dereſt the iſſue of thy ſcule, which will be 
of eterna!l and infinire moment to thee, be- 
ware of this light which cannot diſcover, 
beware of reſting in this partiall and falſe 
knowledg which thou mayeſt poſſibly ger 
by more refined naturals. Take heed thy 
knowleds be no more then of the unreaſo/ 
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pirituall wickedneſſe of them, and of that 
contrariery that a naturall heart hath in ir 
to a ſpiricuall law: Hell 5 full of rhe kyow- 
ledg of fin's unreaſunableneſſe, and the way to 
bell may be full of this kn-wledg. tro, and 1 
would not thou ſyculdſt rift in that knewledge 
which is not the airett ana cortaine way to T6 


b cap» h:4l, take heed of reſting in that know- 


man 


beſt 


kedg of this fin to which the improvement 
of narurall parts may carry thee, in the ge- 
nerall, whulelt thou co'ſt not in particular 
ſee how it intermixech with every Cuty, fo 
that thou needelt grace to pardon and ac- 
cept it, and a mediatour to procure borh- 
it 5a dangerous mil:ake which the naturall 
man runnes himſelfe into when he ſeerth nor 
the iniquiry which 1s in his duties when he 
ſeeth not how finfull he is in all his religious 
ſervices: it is a miſtake , that expoſerth him 


| beJto proud rhonghts of himfelfe,and of his duties, 


be- 
ver, 


alſe 


that excites him to reſt in him{(clfe, that cau- 
ſeth him to keep at greater ciſtance fromChriſt, 
to undervalue pardening mercy, and tree grace, 
to increaſe hs (ins (tor reſting on duty res 
dound's much to the encreaſe ot (.n,) © ren- 
der him hatcfull in the account of God , who us 
a profeſſed enemy to every proud perſoy; Now 
ſuch are the fruits of ghis knowledg we 

L warne 
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warne you of, take heed of it. 

2, 2.T ht we have very good reaſon to beware how 
Caution. m#ch we giveto the judgment opinions of lear. 
Againſt 1& ned & improved men in thus print which never 
lying on hs 111 of them whilſt naturall coutdfully diſcover, 
-— - ” and in which they have ever beew prone to ad. 
aſſertions ance nature, and debaſe grace, in which they 
contrary t9 have generally ſer the crowne on Nature's 
the exjeri head which they admired, in the meane 
rg | 4:4 While robbing grace which they knew not, 
witneſe of Me thinks 1 need not lay much to adviſe 
Scripture, you .in this, would any of you rely much on 
the judgment of a boaſting 1gnoramus ? 

when thou art ſick thou adviſeſt (not with 

one that never <1d, or ever will be able to 

find out that diſeaſe but) with one whois 

known, either to bave already diſcovered it, 

or that is known to have $skull fo as to do 

it,ifany can, When thou travelleſt , and 

ueedeſt a guide,thou wilt not take him, thou 

art ſure will miſlead thee, but cannot direct 

thee, it is no whit leſle folly to reſt on the 

opinion of thoſe Jearned men who ſpeake of 


this without an experienced obſervation] 


of this ſin in their hearts, it is of much mo- 
ment in this point that we have ſomewhat 
of aſſurance, that the man is a Saint and re- 
newed in the Spirit of his mind whoſe judg- 

| ment 
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ment we- take concerning this, ic is I hope 
| fully proved that grear meaſures of wnſanc- 
nals "ped lear ning and groſſt ignorance of this ſinne 
OY may be both in the ſame perſon, ths 1 do not 
";F need inſiſt on farther proote; 1 onely defire 
ad. you not to truſt to the opinions of themin 
hey marters they do not underſtand; 140 not 
re diſſwade you from valuing them and expreſ« 
ancy fing your value of them by giving what is 
"rf due to rheir opinions, in the things chey are 
ViIeh learned in. But 1warne you to take heed, 
ON that You do not rely on their judgment, 
5 *F and opinions though ſeemingly backed with 
ith ſtrong probabilities, and reaſons in this and 
* Wh other points which are known aright onely 
0 5 by a ſ:nRifyed and regenerate ſoule. Ma- 
tf ny of thoſe who have erred in this doQtine 
dof haye been men of great parts and abilities, 
ndf (0 are many of thoſe who at this day do mi- 
Ouy ſtake this whole doQrine and ic is ( beſide 
et] what we have faid allready) to be acconnted 
among the hidden things which are nor re» 


off vealed to the wiſe and prudent. For whether AMah.: 1. 
on you referre the relative vr to the whole 35-1 


0" chapter, or to the 2oth verſe, and choſe 
ar f which follow onely: yer ſtill you'l find that 
© the dotrine of Repentance, and Remiſſion 
5” | offins: the doRtrine of Salvation, and redem- 

re M 2 prion 
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ption trom wrath which we deſerve, from 
ſin under the power ot which we are by na- 
ture: CO 


"I the things here intended, 


And if r&Mtance and the doctrine thereof 
in its fuſfextent, and latitude be the com- 
prehenſive ſumme which 1s here azmed at, 
and which is hidden from the wile, and pru. 
dent then we have ground to beware how 
farre we rely on the opinions and aflertions 
of theſe men, who cannot diſcover the truth 
which lyech hidden under a vaile which 

1. Their impotence and inability hath 
_ over it,(they are not able to diſcover 
it 

2. Their unwillingneſſe to know, hath 
broughe on them (they ace loth to be ac- 
quainted with it) 

3 Judiciall blindneſſe hath drawn over it 
(that they ſhall not, becauſe they will not) 


It is fater much to heare the opinion of I 


a faint experienced in his own heart, and 
well verſed in the Scripture, touching this 
then any of the learned naturall men, who 
are unacquainted with the'continuall oppo- 
ſition their naturall hearts do make againſt 
the Law of God: I had rather heare a ſoul- 
dier who was not.onely an eye witneſſe but 
a chiefe combatant give the relation of the 
fight 
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fight, then one who (though never ſo well 
«killed .1n the ſpeculative part of military 
diſcipline ) ſpeaks onely according to the 
rules of his art, 7/hall rather truſt a conflift- 
ing ſaxle, and b:lieve his relation, both that, 
there is ſuch an enemy, and that he is within 
u continually levying warre againſt 1s; then 
traſt the ſeeming > bo of learned men againſt. 
it,or the determinations of thoſe who ſpeake 
on:ly their ſpeculations. The ſecing eye is 
to be truſted in the judgment of Colours, 
betore the learned head which onely dif- 
courſeth over his blind [tudies: the enlight- 
ned ſoule ſees what it reports and is to be 
credited. The learned naturall man wan- 
teth eyes to ſee and ſpeaks by heareſay what 
this ſinne is, the right knowledg of which is 
one of the things of the ſpirit of God, which 
he receivech not, nor can he untill. changed 
from naturall,to ſpirituall 

In a word the whole doctrine of the crofle 
of Chriſt(i.e.) our deliverance from(ſin, and 
the conſequents of ſinne, by the death of 
Chriſt: "The docrine of our fall, and mi- 
ſery: of out ſinfulneſle,and inability to good: 
of our re{tauration, and renovation,&c. are 
in the whole contexture of them accounted 
focliſhneſſe by the ay among the Greeks and 


3 fewes, 
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Fewes (i.e.) by the choiceſt men for natural! 
Parts, and the improvement of them, -. both 
within and without the Church, And can 
ic be expected? thac a man who thinks hic. 
ſelfe a wiſe man ſhould ftrictly enquire into 
that. which he accountech tolly, or care to 
have an injight in any prc of that, which he 
eſteemes as much below Iim and his 
thoughts, as a foo'e is below a wiſe man ? 
and tolly ir ſelfe, below excellent wiſedome 
and underſtanding ? if you would then 
chooſe you a maſter-to teach you more fully 
this doctrine leave the Schooles of Phariſees, 
Seribes, diſputers of this world(whoſe wife- 
dome God hath infatuated) and go to the 
convinced, humbled, and fanctifyed foule, 
and aske him concerning ir. Scholars whoſe 
buſineſſe lies among the volumes of writers, 
whoſe various poſitions, and doctrines divide 
from the truth, as well as from each other 
be you eſpecially adviſed to try, before you 
eruſt, every thing you meet with in men's 
— which are accounted profound and 
learned; and be perſwaded co enquire what 
experience, (ariſing from the conflict be- 
tween grace and corruption, between holy 
principles and remairiing laſts, ) will informe 
you 1n this weighty truth ; Prize and 
keep 
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keep cloſe to the ſound DoErine which ho- 
lineſſe and learning jointly improved have 
delivered to us from the Scriptures, and 
which you may meet with up and downe in 
the writings of our Engliſh Praicall Di- 
vines, whom you may trult whilelt you muſt 
Giflenc from others that are accounted more 
learned. 

3. Then let it wit be a ſtumbling block to us, 


that ſo many men, of chuiceſt parts, of high:ſt %. 


offence at the thinneſſe of learned men, that 
they croud not towards the fountain? oprned 
for ſinne and for. uncleanneſſe to the houſe of 
Judah and to the inhabitants of Jeruſalem , 
were no other reaſon at hand which mighr 
be given,this which ariſerh from their igno- 
rance, andunbeliefe of the (infulnefſe, and 
uncleanneſle of their nature were abun- 
dantly ſufficient to ſatisfy us why they doe 
not throng after that Grace, which might 
cleanſe, and purifiechem. Why ſhouldeſt 
thou wonder that blind men walke up and 
downein garments all over foule, and dirty 
and never goe to the river where = 
u 


might be waſhed? And wby ſho 
| thou 


J 
aution. 
1mprovements,do ſolittle regard, ſo little aefere, mga 
and labonr aſter: So little value, and eſteem ſlighting 


ſantifying, and renewing grace: take nor an grace be 


[tumbling 
black 10 us, 
Zec. 13 bh. 
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thou wonder then, that blind ſouls, poſſeſſed 
with opinion of their own purity, and ho- 
linefſe; being ignorant of chat maſle of cor- 
ruption , which lyerh hidden in their heart 
ſhould ſtand art diltance, farre off from 
Chriit, and grace , which might cleanſe 
them. Thou wouldit not be offended to ſee 
a company ot deſperate fick perſons inſen- 
ſible of their danger go by, and neither call 
at, Or £0 1nto the Phylician's houle to be 
heaied. This ſhould not (I am very confi- 
dent) bear thee off trom going thy ſelte to be 
healed fince thou knowelt thy diſeaſe. Now 
then why ſhould it be a ſcandail ? or a dif- 
couragement to thee? becauſe few learned 
men £g0 to Chriſt, eſpecially now thar thou 
art warned ofit, and halt heard this reaſon 
£iven thee, thou heareſt, that they cannot 
lee their need of Chrilt with the beſt helpes 
of nature, and education, and therefore 
they keepe off from him. Bur obſerveit, 
Who do more readily ? more ſpeedily cloſe 
with grace then theſe men when once they 
are enl1ghtned ' and favingly convinced ? 
I think no men make more haſte to the city 
of refuge then theſe men, when once the 
ſpirit of God doth convince them, that ju- 
itice purſues them, and when the conviction 
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ed Is ſet home, fo that they bave reall appre- 
jo- ſſhenſtons of their dangsr, and there is a 
g00d reaſon for this hatte they make before 
others viz: Uſually they have clearer, di- 
ſtin&er, and deeper apprehenſions of their 
{tare,and condition then other men, and the 
cleerer and deeper our appr:henſions are th: 
n= f/predi:r our attempt will be to eſcape thoſe 
il Baang:rs which we apprehend are likely to fall 
de fon 4&5. Now there are two things which do 
1- Jrender theſe men's apprehenſions more 
e f{cleare and diſtin& viz: 

w 1. Greater meaſure of light ſhining into 
- Fthe underitanding , and overpowring all 
d Fits faiſe lights which the man (proud once 
u Jof his parcs) did before fer up, tor as a man 
n {who walk's by a weake, and glimmering 
t Flight wou.d refuſe chat light for his guide 
s I which another chat was wholy in darknefle 
e Jand knew himſelfe fo ro be in che darke, 
, I would readily embrace, fo is it here, many 
> {that have great parts and abilines ſhining 


in them like ſ{tarres, or comets in the night 
will put off that weaker convincing light of 

* I the truth, which one who finderh himſelfe 
all benighred rejoycerh to fee though but 
a tarre, the lea(t degree of light, and is con- 
vinced ſoundiy,whereas more and + 
ight 
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light is needfull ro convince a learned ſinnerf 


throughly and ſavingly. Hence it is that 
they ſo much differ in ſo little time 1n their 
apprehenſions of impending danger, the na- 
rurall lears:d man had apprehenſicns of the ex- 
cellency of his ſoule, of the power of a God to 
puniſh, of the great miſery and unhappimſſe, 
which th: ſoule muſt needs lie under , if this 
God proceed to puniſh: be can diſcourſe of the 
inſupportable paine which Immateriall ſoules 
endure, this he can do upon maximes of Rea- 
fon, fo that the man doth ſee ſomewhat be- 
fore the ſaving illumination of the ſpirit of 
God doth enlighten him with a better light, 
but ſo ſoone as this ſhines in upon him, he 
doth with the adyantage which the other 
affords him, ſee much more of theſe things, 
and his own danger: and accordingly ha- 
Keneth his eſcape from ir. Thus acquired 


Improvements under a through worke of 
conviction haiten men from the danger 
they werein. Againe 

2. Improved parts lie uſually in a ſoule 
that is of larger and vaſter capacity, ſo that 
it ſooner receives much of ſpirituall light, 
and hath larger and more extenſive appre- 
henſions of the exceilency of Grace and 
mercy in a Jeſus. And ſo vpon through 
Con- 
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Convictions flyeth more ſpeedily to Chriſt, 
and riſerh higher in it's value of Chriſt. So 
that it you needs will eye, and take example 
by learned men, then look on thoſe who are 
under a ſaving worke of the ſpirit of God, 
and judge by cheir apprehenſions and value 
of Grace Now, what will be the apprehen- 
ſions and value which the reſt ſo enlightned 
will bave of the ſame grace; if you will re- 
ſolve to weigh Grace in the ſcales of lear- 
ned and improved men, then borrow Se: 
Paul's ſcales and weights, which be uſed 
after converſion , or under the worke of 
conviction, and judge as he did of Grace, 


to judge of things aright, and eſteemed 


drung for the excellency of Jeſus his Lord There 
are nowe can betrer eſteeme grace, then learn:d 
Saints, and yet none mere Vilify it then lear- 
ned xngodly men , ſium ble not at theſe, but be 
perſwaged to follow the other. 


3 If the belt improved parts cannot dilco- toe z; 
ver the (infulneſſe of our polluted natures, of Tryall. 
and if there be ſo different a knowledge of T7 b_ 


this in the regenerate and unregenerate, as 


we have already endeavoured to w_ Sftbk fo 
T 


when he had obteined mercy through exceeding , rim, x; 
abundant grace in owr Lord. When he came 14,15, 


what was once his gaine now to be l:ſſe and Phil. 3. 


'' 


| 


x. Greitcy 
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Then, 1 intreat you, try what i your kjow- 
ledge of the ſinfull natzre you carry about you, 
Put the ©neſtion to your ſelves, Do 1 know 
this indwelling luſt as Paul kn:w it? if i might 
at any time preſſe this uſe, i may now, for 
no men are ſo muchin danger of raking a 
falſe and inſufficient knowledge of rhis tor 
true and ſufficient, as are Scholars who 
know much, as of otlier thiags ſo ot this 
alſo, in the ſpeculative pare of it. And I 
know a deceitfull heart is apt to ſuggelt to 


us ſcholars, that what we know of this is fl; 


enough. Burt we muit not truſt our own 
hearrs much in this, or in any thing elſe of 
weight and moment: and therefore 1 take 
the boldnefſe to renew my requeſt, to rein- 
force the advice to you ſcholars, try your 
knowledge. And 1 do this, 7belide the 
weighty conſiderations equally obliging us 
with others) on ſome more ſpeciall conſ{ide- 
rations obliging us Scholars more then 0- 
thers, and I 1a treate you to weigh them, 

I Ton are in a wore appar nt dang'r of bring 
deceived with a common ſuperficial knowledge 
of thts then others are, whoſe imployments d» not 
en1age them to a ſearch aftir all knowledge. 
We are prone to aime at knowledge for its 
own ſake,and think it enough that we know, 
though 
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though this knowledge have no influence 
*Fupon our heart and life, when we have attai- 
ned ſome knowledge of this, we baſte many 
times to the attainement of ſome farther 
knowledge, and fo by an cager purſuit of 
what is not yet attained, we are in danger 
of contenting our ſelves with a you {pe- 
culative knowledge of this, that we may 
ſpeed on to the diſcovery of other things, 
whereas other men once getting a difcove- 
ry of this fin are uſually, or may be more 
ntent, and dwell longer on the conſidera * 
tion ot ir. Many things make it more eaſte 
for us to be miltaken in the knowledge of 
this: as 

I, Proneſſe to meaſure the knowledge of 
this by that we have of other things, which are 
not of ſuch weight and moment, and that 
have not ſo much influence on our ſoules in 
the matters of grace and holyneſle. 
2.Frequent temptations with which Satan fol- 
low's 5, to render this knowledge unprohi- 
table, and uleleſſe to us. If this doctrine be 
well underſtood and ſoundly preached, it 
ſhakes the yery foundations of his King- 
dome, therefore he will corrupt it. 

3. Precellence and greater meaſures of ſpe- 
culative knowledge, then others have of it. A 
ſcholar 
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ſcholar is able to diſcourſe more largely in 2.Lc 
the whole doctrine of it, perhaps than ano- be dec 
ther, and tell you what apprehenſfions heay 1/9" 
then Philoſophers had of it, what doRrines|'f 
the Pelagians delivered in this matter, what oher 
the Schoolmen, Remonſtrants, Socinians}** y 
Anabaptiſts, or others reach concerning it; 
yer who knowes none of theſe, but only th obec 
naked truth of this doEtrine, and improves] B7 
tt to holineſſe, knowerch more truly rhenÞ/vF< 
fuch a learned ſcholar. —_ 

4. A Scholars knowledge ts uſually a ment $5 
common and generall worke of the ſpirit of Ged AP! 
in carrying him: on in hus ordinary and profeſſe ſpir1 
intendment of getting knowledge; whereas alln 
in others, there 1s more of the {peciall worke| avi 
of the ſpirit of God, now it is more eafie to? © 
miſtake under a common, then ſpeciall work pha 
of the ſpiric of God. yet 
5-Farther yer ſcholars may more eaſily miſ.| 34! 
rake in their Knowledge of this then other iche 
men,in regard they apprehend mary times mort ſpe« 
ſtrength in the oppoſition men make to the truth, | ui 
then indeed there #s, and ſo do with lefſe cer-Y Pri! 
tainty and with more wavering hold this} © 
rruth, Let us then bring our knowledge to ly f 
the tryall, leſt we certainly be deceived, | 
where we ſo cafily may be deceived, thi 


Let 
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ly inf] 2-Let us do it next the rather, becauſe if we 
ano ff decerved in this, it #5 of dangerous Conſe= 


danger 10 
themſelves 


hea fence 30 ns, and to our eternall concrynment, in miſtake 


trines 
wharf «hers, for ir expoſeth us ſcholars to a grea- 
niansÞ (Er danger of continuing ina formall, fuper- 
8 it; ficiall, externall, and inſufficient courſe of 
y theſ obedience, and ſeeming purity. And who is 
roves] engaged in this with any competent mea- 
then}ſure of knowledge to hide, or defend, or 

excuſe himſelfe,is in one of the greatelt dan» 
mert py of undoing bimſelfe, is armed moſt un- 
fGedJ Pappily againſt convictions of the word and 
feſſed{{pirit of God, and is like to ſtand our againſt 
«reash all meanes of a reall, heart, ſpiritualls and 
orkeſ laving change and ſanCtification. We may 
ie toi all likelyhood ſooner convince a pro- 
rork{phane, looſe, and wicked ſinner, that is as 
yet ignorant of his ſinfulneſſe by nature, 
miſ.{1 han we can a Morall, remperarte, and ſober 
ther} icholar, who knows much of this with a 
more f ſpeculative knowledge , and ſuppreſſeth 
vth, | much the _ of this fin by his morall 
rer-{ principles and advantages. Scholars who 
this are outwardly blameleſſe, but not inward- 
* to ly ſanctified, and who have ſomewhat of the 
red, | knowledge of this fin in their heads, but r0- 
thing of the experienced heart knowledge 


Let of 


of much more dangerens cunſequente thin unto ing, 
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of it in their ſoules, are the men molt in 
danger to live and dye in a formall ſeeming 
holineſſe, in an outſide glorious ſhew, with 
inſides full of corruption and rottenneile: 
they are molt in danger to paſle among 
men, and with themſelves tor Saints, while 
there is nothing at all of the faint in cheir 
heart, nor any thing, bur the hypocrite, and 
painted Sepulcher in their lite. 7: ar danger 
& greater, let your ſearch be ſtrifter thn eth:r 
mens. 

3 Try your knowledge of this, b:cauſe t 
1s a truth of General influence on the b:art and 
life of men: and either doth mr:ch promcte thei 
rcall bolyn:ſſe, when it is rightly unfolded and 
ſet home upon th:m, or elſe much impede G& re- 
tarde it, when it ts not rightly appreb: ned by 
ws, and unfclded ro them. A learned man 
errins in this, endangers his hearers, and 
though I intend not particularly to inſiſt on 
theſe dangers, yet chisI ſay in the general, 
That the preacher who hath no other _ knowledge 
cf this ſin, then the Phariſces had, ſhall have no 
better diſciples then they had. If you would 
not then expoſe them to the dangerous mi- 
flakes of teeming holynefle, of counterfeit 
regeneration &c. look to it, and fee that 
your knowledge be right in this particular, 
Con ſraer 
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Conſider the ſafety and welfare of preticus 
ſoules ts concerned in this, thry may periſh 
through a miſtake of their natural! condition, 


: | into which miſtake yours may lead them, and 


it ts dreadful to have blood of ſuules lying on 
Jour head. <cholars ſeldome are fingle in 
their errors, and the more eminent they 
are; the more dangeroully do they erre: and 
I know not a point, wherein there is much 
more danger attends our miſtake, - then 
doth attend our errour in this, and the do- 
Erines depending on it. What more dan- 
gerous and deltructive, then that errour 
which leads us from powerfull and irreſiſtt- 
ble Grace? then that which hath direc ten- 
dency to undervalue Grace? what more 
rnicious then that miltake which leaves a 
__ ſecretly corrupt and unholy? and 
tends to the binding up the ſoule under this 
untill the ending God diſcovers 
and judges it? Jt 5s a ſoule-damming errenr, 
which doth en{nare the [oule in a partial, ont- 
fide, and inſufficient renovation. Now of fuch 
tendency 1s this to cur perſons, and of ſuch 
fad conſequence will it be to others who 
may poſlibly be hearers, blind leaders of the 
blind untill both fall into the ditch , will be the 
finall and laſt iſſue of us, and our followers, if 
N 


we 


4. Expeed enquire and examine your knowledge of 
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we miſtake ſuch weighty neceſſary truths as 
theſe are. 
4.Conſider next, if you have not cauſe to 


eninence this, whether you had not need be more 


before © 
thers in ho- 


lyneſſe, 


diligent by much then others, on account of 
more eminent and exemplary holyn-ſſe expetted 
from you. Men do (and reaſon good they 
ſhould ) expeft more perfett and exatt bolyneſſe 
from you then from others. You know more 
of your maſter's will then thev, you know 


more of the excellency of holyneſſe, you | fox 


know more of the reward to holynefle, you 
know more of the vileneſle of fin, of the 
unſuitabkeneſle of fin to your admired and 
noble ſoule; and reaſon &c. cn theſe and 
many other 'accounts it is expeRted that 
you ſhou!d be more holy then orhers, Now 
if you miſtake in this do&trine, which right- 
ty underſtood hath notable influence on 
the ſoule in order to exemplary holyneſle, 
you will certainly fall farre ſhort of your 
Duty, and your friends expeRation. Now 
an inrenious fpirit is very fſolicitous not to 
fall ſhore of his friends rationall and juſt 
hopes, 1 ſpeak to many ſuch now I hope, and 
therefore 1 promiſe my felfe of you a ſeri- 
vus tryall of this, 


4 Laſtly, 


| 
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5. Laſtly thatT may perſwade you to try F. 


conſider Jour knowledge miſt ahen through 


want of due tryall and examination, will be au 


ning you in ſin, and eſtranging you from con- 
verſion.” Miſtaken knowledge will not re- 
maine a thing of indifferent nature, but ir 
will eventually prove a great 


I. Emboldning you to cheriſh and foſter 1, Embeld? 
hiart, which hos ws 18 
n, 


thoſe thoughts, that frame 
ſhould be mortificd and ſubdued, and the Di- 
vell will be eyer animating you to venture 
ſo far, as your doubts or - miſtaken know* 
ledge can fuggeſt you, poſſibly may venture, 
- 2. Beſide the Divell will improve your 'mi- 


Miflaken 

knowledge 
advantage which Satan and your; own corrupt ys 1 
bearts will taks, and improve to further hard- no harme:is 
will miſ. 
chieſe xs by 


2. Enabling 
us 10 colour 


ftaken nf, in this point to- a Craftineſſe contngpone 
0 


and ſubtlety 


improving this ſin, under 4 pu, and (6 


pretence and colour of innecency and ſinleſſe improve 


pleaſing or humouring our -naturall defires, 
we mult not neglect the fearch after one, 
who lurkes in our family, and cannot bur 
cut our throats, if we ſuffer him under any 
diſguiſe whatever, this old man -miſtaken 
will murder ſonles, therefore &c. Try whe- 
ther you have diſcovered him, be diligent in 
the tryall of your knowledge concerning 
your ſinfull natures. But you will enquire, 

2 ow 


this, 


i 
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how may we diſcerne the nature of the 
knowledge we have of this fin? How may 
we find whether our knowledge be true, 
right, and ſuch as the enlighrned foule, ſuch 
as St. Paul, had? well then, hoping thon who 
ſo erquireſt art in good earneſt, I will re- 
ferre thee to the Gifferences which are aſ- 
ſigned already, by which thou mayeſt know 
what kind of knowledge the unregenerate 
hath of this ſin, and what the regenerate 
man hath, and then comparing thy know- 
ledge with thoſe differences, thou mayeft 
molt certainly judge what thy knowledge 
is. Conſider, is it a ſpirituall knowledge ?canſt 
thou diſcerne the ſpirituall iniquity, as well 
as the znrea(orable 1niqnity of thy finfull na- 
ture? Canſt thou make out the ſinfuineſſe of 
thy. nature, and prove it by PraQticall and 
experienced premiſes? Canſt 'thou diſcerne 
how it intermixeth. .it felfe with all thy du- 
ties? doſt chou really fee this? -canſt thou 
heartily grieve for thy ſinfull nature? doſt 
thou ſee reall cauſe of humbling thy ſoule 
fr this? canſt thou fer thy.ſelfe with all thy 
ſoule ro oppole this ſin? canſt -thou ſpend 
thy time, and lay out thy paines to throw 
him. our of doors, which will (in ſpite of 
thee) keep poſleſlion, untill rhe houſe be 
pulled 
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pulled down? Doth thy knowledge of this 
indwelling luſt provoke thee to hate and de- 
reſt ir? can(t thou truly ſay, thou doit loath 
it, that it is that which thou cant not on 
any account be reconciled to? And tell me 
what are thy affections to that holy law 
which forbids this ſin? doett rhou heartily 
embrace that commandement which prohi- 
birs thy ſoule, leſt it ſhould fulfill the inor- 
dinate deſires of this luſt? or couldelt thou 
wiſh there were no law to forbid rhee? con- 
ſider what certainty thou baſt in thy know- 
ledge? doſt thou waver, or art thou fixed 
in thy judgment? and feeſt what all the 
proud world will not ſee or believe? doſt 
thou as St. Pawl, ſee another law in thy mem- 
bers? and is this ſeeing thy believing? An- 
{wer theſe Queries in ſingleneſſe of hearr, 
and do not either deceive us, or flatter thy 
ſelfe, and thou maye{t come to know what 
thy knowledge is of this ſinfull frame of 
heart. For farther examination, I reterre 
you tothe peruſall of thoſe differencing and 
diſtinguiſhing notes laid down already, to 


which 1 will adde two or three more now, 1. Note of 


and fo 


Firſt, Obſerve what tendency thy kyowledge k 
hath to the adt.ancement of Grace, to the exal- bo. of 
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ting free and powerfull Grace, or what tendency 
Sr Fath toward the debaſing of Grace, by this 
thou mayelt give a good Ghefle at thy 
knowledge, ſo much as in it 1s working to 
the exalting of Grace, ſo much there is of 
the true and right kind of knowledge, the 
more thou givelt of glory to the grace of 
Chriſt, the more thou demonſtrateſt thy 
thorough acquaintance with thy (infull 
nature. Doeſt thou with Paxl fee cauſe to 
praiſe God through Jeſus Chriſt, for ſertin 
thee free from this {piricuall bondage? doel 
thou ſee thy uncleane nature with an eye 
which prizeth and valueth that Grace, 
which hath in part already, and will in full 
and perfe&t manner ere long cleanſe thee. 
The leper under the Law never knew his 
leproſie aright, untill this knowledge made 
him ſeek the remedy for cleanſing, and 
thankfull chat he was cleanſed from it. So 
likewiſe it is never right Knowledge of our 
ſpirituall leprofie, uncill it tend to an apply- 
ing our ſelves to Grace for healing it, and 
end in admiration and praiſe of Grace, thar 
we are healed. 
2. Nextlook well whither doth thy know- 
{edge ſend thee for power and ſtrength to oppoſe 
ſubaxe thy ſtrong luſts? It chy Knowledge 
O 
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of thy ſinfull nature be ſuch, thar ir doth fi 


convince thee of thine inability co conquer "a 

thy lu'ts, of thine inſufficiency to perfect 

any good change wrought in thee, it isa 

very good (igne thy Knowledge is a right, 

and ſufficienc Knowledge of this Luſt. And 

if chis conviRtion tend eo a ſerious applicatt- 

on of thy ſoule ro Chriſt, for a preſent ſup- 

ply of ſtrength tro oppoſe ir; thou mayeſt 

ſurely conclude, that thou knoweſt more, 

then any uaregenerate man in the world 

doth, of rhis ſin: for if hejcan truly ſay, that 

he ſees a diſcloſure of ſo much {infulneſſe 

in man's nature, that he concludes man cans 

not conquer it's power, yet he never ſee- 

keth, or goeth to Chri't for ſtrengeh, by 

which he may conquer it; bur all his arrempts 

are made in his own ſtrength Now then 

deale truly and faithfully with cy own 

ſoule, and conſider whole {trength chou u- 

ſelt, and in what power thou hopelt to fub- 

due thy luſts: for by chis it may appeare 

what thy Knowledge is. +.Note. 
Thirdly, thou mayeft know, whicher thy True +52hr Ul 

Knowledge be right, by obſerving what kvowledge 

courſe an4 method it puts thee 10on in 11d pag — 

a holy and blamel.ſſ: converſati . How doth gyy,t of 

it dire hee in order to morcitication, and (ub4aingis, 

Cruci- 
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crucifying thy luſts and ſins. True and right 
Knowledge of this luſt doth incline and 
guide the ſoule; toſet ro a worke of refor- 
ming the ſole firſt, Who knowes the un- 
cleaneneſſe of the ſtreames arighr, and 
would cleanſe them, ſet's to the cleanſing of 
the fountaine firſt ;- and who hath right 
knowledge df a diſeaſe, endeavours a cure 
by taking away the cauſe of it. Well rhen, 
cell me, doeſt rhou know that this ſinfull na- 
ture is the cauſe of all thy ſinfulneſſe in thy 
life? doeſt thou then ſee thoſe polluted 
ſtreames do run from this polluted foun- 
taine? Perhaps thou wilt ſay yes, (and with 
truth enough too,)but man (tell me) in thy 
attempts to cut off theſe ſtreames, to re- 
forme and purifie this life, where haſt thou 
begun? halt thou cleanſed the ſpring? He 
that begins nt ſantlification in the heart, 
kzyows nit aright the ſinfulneſſe of his nature. 

4. Right knowledge of our finfulneſſe will 
allwaies account it, aw argravauation of every 
ſim. 1 thou knowelt this fin aright, thou 
wilt ſee really a great deale of heinouſneſſe, 
inexcuſableneſſe, and vileneſſe in every fin 
which thou examineſt, on account of th 
extreame finfull nature. Conſider then wit 
Davias words in thy mouth 7 was conceived 
in 
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1” /in,and ask thy ſoule can'ſt thou(as he did) 
ſee how much,rthis aggravates thy particular 
C——_ ? how it add's weight to 
the?rhis make's the voluntary ,delighttul,per 
petuall?chis makes them ſtroger,& enraged, 
when the holy law of God doth reſtraine 
and forbid them: Try then by theſe nates, 
who can truly, and experimencally anſwer 
to theſe queries, may certainly conclude his 
knowledg of indwelling luſt is a knowledge 
better and farre aboye,the higheſt degree of 
knowleds in men meerly carnall, though of 
higheſt improved parts. And hereI mighr 
have adviſed them to give glory to tree 
Srace which hath revealed this unto them 
tor fleſh and blood could not, and fo bave 
cloſed the Sermon, but then feare, I ſhould 
leave ſome unſatisfyed, who would gladly 
get a right knowledg of this ſinfull frame of 
their nature, and would be willing to fee 


more of it. For their ſakes I adde Uſe 4. 
A fourth Vſe of Diretlion. — 


If thou wouldelt ger,and keep up 4 more ,,,,, ,z,. 
full and cleare knowledg of this fintull trame ,,yghyy,and 
of thy nature, then ler it be thy care arl affe 
Firſt, To ſtudy well the nature cf the Law of #by heart 


' j b.the . 
God, endeavour to kgow much of this perfect Mr 1 n 


Liw, and then thun wilt ky:w mach of thy im py of Goda 
per ect Law. 
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Th 


perfett heart,Study throughly,and determingrary 


clearely the maine Queitions touching the 
obiigatory power of the Law of God , by 


of the 
Ls 


which it bindeth the very mind, and louleſ x ,w ; 


in its habituall diſpoſition,and hrit motions; 
he chat doth nor ltedfaitly. beueve that the 
Law of God doth lay an eagagement on the 
inward frame,and benx oi the heart will ne- 
ver {tedfaitly believe chere is ſo much wick- 
edneſſe in the frame of the mind, as he ſeerh 
thereis, who hath well and clearely {tated 
this point: Jt & the Law by which we have the 
knowledg of [in, Row. 3. 20. (ſo the Apoltle 
aſlures us) when we know the juſt extent 
of the Law of God, we do diſcover the ex- 
tent of that Juſt which is contrary to it, 


and 10 when we ſee rhe Law extends to the ; 


frame of the heart,and firſt motions we ſhall 
fee what ſinfulneſſe there is in both. When 
we know the holyneſſe of the Law of God, 
we then ſhall diſcover the finfulneſſe, and 
vileneſle of fin, of this i: the known purity 
of God's Law,will diſcloſe the unknown im- 
purity of fin, and luſt. Study well the ſpi- 
rituall nature of all the commands of God, 
when the ſoul ſeeth(as Pas!) that the Law is 
{pirituall,it will alſo be able to ſee the ſpiri- 
cuall wickednefſe,which is in luſt that is con- 


trary 
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— trary tOit. And. remember, in thy ſtudying 
> ""YJof theſe points , that thou do not onely ftore hy 
VI head with demonſtrative arguments, that the 
ouel Law is thus perfett in the extent, and holyneſſe 
gre. and ſpirituality of its preceptr,but with demon= 
he ſtratrve arguments joyne alſo affetling motives, 
| NET hat may worke on thy heart, as well as informe 
NE] thy head. Want of theſe two, (1 periwade 
or my ſelfe,) are the great cauſe (at lealt they 
th] areone great cauſe among others ) of the 
redſ (a4 learned, ignorance miſtake of great 
=_ improved parts; For whilelt learned men 
wel miſtake in the extent of the Law of God,and 
ent gerermine that it bindeth no more then out- 
*X-1 ward acs,or perfeted,conſented to,and de- 
" liberate Motions and purpoſes of the mind, 
mes it isimpoſſible bur that they ſhould preſently 
all] acquit both the frame and firſt motions of 
©N1 finfull hearts, and pronounce them under no 
d, law, therefore contrary to none, and therc- 
id] fore not ſinfull. 
Y This is the grand fundamentall errour on 
if which the reſt are built,and which neceſſart- 
"= ly induceth us into many, and great borh 
d, | Practicall , and ſpeculative errours; This 
SJ is the 2:0» 4431'* of the ſeverall learned 
- | erring men, and parties which] have reck- 


I oned up in the confirmation of the Do- 
. . &rine, 
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The 


Qrine, if therefore thou wouldlt avoid aþf Go 


dangerous errour and get a true right 
knowledg touching thy ſ:ntull nature, be 
diligent ro underiiand the truth, of th 


affirmative ſtate, of that Quzſtion whetherh 


the inward, hab:tuail, and fecrer frame 0 
the heart, andthe firſt, unformed, indelibe- 
rate,and unconſented motions be,and ought 
to be under the Law of God ? to this adde 
the ſecond part of this direction viz: the 
affecting moving conſiderations that worke 
upon the keart, the defe&t whereof , harh 
been the cauſe of the uſeleſſe, and unprofi- 
table knowledg of this Lult in thoſe unrege- 
nerate learned men among us, who bave 
been ſound in their opinions; and determi- 
nations of this do&rine,and who have main- 
reined intheir diſputes rhe contrariery of the 
Narurall heart, and it's firſt motions to the 
holy Law of God, and conſequently the 
great ſinfullneſſe of them, ſo.thar they have 
been in part right in their knowledge, Even 
ſo far as a ſpeculative judgment was to act, 
they have acted their parts aright,, but then 
they have failed in thac ocher, which is the 
pratticall part of this knowledge , which 
ſhould worke upon the affetions,and heart; 
and encline the heart to cloſe with the Law 
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id aþf God in oppoſition to the ſtirrings, and 
1ghepRings of this ſfin;which ſhould engage the 
; beheart to love the Law,and to hatethar finfull 
 thefframe, thoſe ſinfull projets, and tendencies 
therfyhich are contrary to the Law. In a word 
» offhen, right know:edg of this fintfull rature 
tbe-fonſiſts in ſuch a thorough, full, and ade- 
ghefquate, diſcovery of it, and its workings, to- 
ddef ether with a hearry, affeCtionate, and well 
theſerounded diſlike of! it and oppoſition ro it; 

rke the firſt part of it thou wilt atraine by a tho- 
ich frough ſtudying of the ſpeculative part 
rfi= of the queſtion , touching the Law of God 
5e. fits nature and extent; The other part thou 
ve [wilt get, by engaging the affectionate part 
1i- Jof the ſoule, with chote moying confideratr- 
n- Jons which will pertwade thee to cloſe pra- 
he [tically wicththe Law, as underltood in it's 
he [tall extent. 

ie | 2. If thou wouldeſt ger,and keep a right 
/C 
n nature: 


and due knowledge of the (intulneſle of thy Be F-20 
Then be often, diligent, and humble in compa- 


t, $102, in comparing thy heart and uts tendencies ring1by 


n [with the Law of God. Let not thy ſelfe-ex- 
e Jamination be onely raken up with the out- 
h ward, viſible: part of thy life: ſhe may ap- 
peare neat and cleanly abroad who en 8 
v Jpollible be found a very tluc at _ 

ores; 


heart,its 

frame and 

inclinations 

with the 
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doores : follow thy ſelfe into thine heart 


Th 
mbl 


and ſearch well the ſecrets of thy ſoule ,J|y ſuſp 
neicher be thou ſeldome in this worke, doeÞting 0 
it often, for there is danger in little inter-Jknow! 
miſſions of our watch, the waters whichÞdoth t 
filently glide from this fountaine will riſe}due ti 
to an undiſcerned depth in a little timeJpeare 


He that ſe/Jome ſearchech, hardly ever comes 
to a juſt diſcovery of his heart: It is an 
often repeared ſearch that is likelyeſt to diſ- 
cover a notorious cheate: and when thou 
rryeſt be not neghgent, and careleſſe inir, 
doit diligently, make it thy buſineſſe, and 
then thou wilt find what now lies hidden 
out offight,a dangerous Filtulating rumour, 
muſt be ſearched with much diligence, or 
the chirurgion will never know either it's 
depth, or danger : This ſpirituall corrup- 
tion of our natures hath many, -and ve 

deep you and all our skillis little enoug 

to find our its ſecret conveyance,and there. 
fore in thy ſearch be not ſlothfull, and 
ileight. And remember to rake hamili 
along with thee in the tryall , for pride will 
never þe content to let the heart appeare as 
It is, a proud mah is never an upright judge 
of himſelfe, he ever accounterh himfelte bex- 
ter in the ſcales, then he is : whereas the 
: humble 
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mble man either judgerh exacrly, or wiſe- 


ule ,Jly ſuſpects himſelfe co be defective,and wan- 
doegting of weight, Whoſo hath gotten tuch 
ter-Jknowledg of the nature ot God's Law, and 
hichJdoth thus ſearch, may hope, thar, he ſhall in 
riſe}due time diſcover this fintulneſſe, which ap- 


me 
mes 
| an 
diſ- 


peare's in it's fruits,not all ar once, bur ſome 
time more, ſometime letſe, as provocations, 
and opportunities fer it on worke. Now 
thy frequent ſearch will diſcover it in this 
part of1r: The enemy that makes his ex- 
curſions often mult be as ofren obſerved & 
watched: and if chou would'it know him 
throughly thou mult not fleep ſecurely and 
let him make inroades upon thee at his plea- 
fure. This ſinfulneſſe is wiſe and politique 
ir doth nor allwaies appeare in ſame 
garbe in the ſame methods varies it's man- 
ner of working , and thou muſt enter the 
ſearch afterit with witedome and diligence 
both,or it will be too crafty, and ſubrile for 
thee: The more various it is,the more dilt- 
gent thou oughr'it to be, and dea'e withthis 
as men doe with cunning cheaters , that 
ſhift rheir lodgings , change their habits, 
alter their carriage and Pretews like appeare 
to you in a thouſzrd ſhapes, keep your eyes 


on them, follow them to their very lod ſings, 
an 


PLE. 1 
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& retiring roomes, ſo do you keep your eyC 
diligent inthe watch of your ſintull nature, 
that you may fee it in it's retiring roome 
whereit prepares to change it's ſhape. 

Men, that ſtand without, fee not what 
baſe fellow a&'s the part ofa King on the 
ſtage, or how uncleane avillaine at's 70- 
ſeph's part, but he that goe's off? the ſtage 
and ſee's them behind the courtaine in their 
retiring place diſcover's all this, ſo may we 
by a diligent obſervance of this. 

3. Thirdly, if thou would'it get and keep 
Dire&ion more cleare apprehenſions, and knowledg 
Keep iby * of the finfulneſſe of thy nature; Then be 
ax carefull to get , and keep a tender heart, that 
offeted Joone feele's, and us eaſily gri-ved for finne as 
with ſin as it bearcth a contraricty to th: Law «f God, and 
it is contra» the helyneſſe of h15,natare: whar ever thou do- 
717:G:4 eſt, be ture to takeheedthy heart doe nor 

s LaP crow hard, and inſenf{;ble; jeaſt it contra 

a brawny and callous hardneſle under ſinne, 
ic muſt be a conſiderable cut that bring's 
blood, or paineth a man in that part of his 
body which is much hardned, whereas the 
leaſt ſcratch will draw blood, and bring 
griefe with ic to one who bath a tender cu- 
ticle. A hardned heart will not be ſenſible 
of fin, unleſſe it be ſome great one, which 
 wound's 
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wound's deep, and then perhaps ir may be 
ſomewhat fenlible ot ir, but yer not duely 
affected with ir. 

Naturalliits tell us that thoſe creatures 
which are (xargioSnaun are not lo pertet 
and acute in their ſight, they cannot ſee ſo 
well and clearely. It is moſt undoubred| 
true of the ſoule, that ſoule which throug 
ſin bath it's eye either darkned, or thus at. «diſeaſe 
fected with d#r4 lippitudine can never clear- 1,7"; 1 
ly,and fully diſcover ſin. Looke abrozd in- trons 4 
to the croud of men, who call themſelves borry filme 


Chriſtians, ſee how they differ in their ac- gr0wing on | 


count of ſin,proportionably totheir differen '%* 9#- 
degrees of tendernefle of heart: Reall Saints 
under a defect of this have(and I wonder nor 
at it) fallen into a defect of judgment con- 
cerning the greatneſle offin, they have ac 
counted thar a little ſin, when their hearts 
have been ſomewhat hardned which in a 
tender frame of ſpirit they more rightly 
eſteemed a great finne. And obſerve it, as 
you have loſt of your tenderneſle, ſo your 
(in hath loſt of it's heinouſneſle in [your ac- 
count: recovered backſliders among Saints 
will beare me witneſſe ro this truth. 

Tell me diddeſt thou rightly ſee the greas 
finfullneſle of an earthly mind ofa —_— 
| () an 


| 
| 


| 
| 
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and hypocriticall heart, of a careleſle and | 


looſe heart, of a vaine and fooliſhly wanton 
heart? Diddeſt thou not think there was 
{eſſe evill in thetn when thy heart was 


+ ſomewhat hard, and had loſt of it's wonted 


renderneſſe * How hath thy boldneſſeto 
ſinne, and thoughts that it was bur a lictle 
ſinne which thou art now about to commit, 
gotten ground on thee upon ſuch a decay? 
time was, when thou who art a tradeſman 
ſaweſt a great deale of (inne in a lie, or equi- 


vocation to cheate, in a httle roo much} 


gaine; Time was when thou who art a 
Scholar ſawelt a great deale of ſinne in miſ- 
pending a day, or a few houres of thy time; 
what is row the cavſe thou doeſt not fo 
judg? Is the finne changed ? Or is the Law 
changed ? No, but chou art changed, thou 
walt then of a tender frame of ſpirit , but 
now halt !olt it,and thence it is thou fo nuf 
judgett: once thou couldeſt not ſtep a ſtep 
in thoſe rough and thorny waies but thou 
Cid'it bleed, and ſmart for it: why doeſt thou 
without ſenſe of ſmart now runne long in 
them? is not this the cauſe? thou haſt har- 
d-ned thy ſelfe in thcm, and canſt not ſee 
the eviil of them. Jna word our fight, and 
knowledg of the ſinfulneſſe of our nature, 
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is a knowledg of Spirituall ſenſe, and very 
much reſemble's our knowledg which have 
by our bodily ſenſe in this, that due, and 
juſt renderneſſe is a very neceſſary,and con- 
venient diſpoſition of the organ to: diſcerne 
the obje&; ſo let our ſpirituall ſenſes be ex- 
erciſed in judging of fin with this conveni- 
ent diſpoſition in the faculty , and wee 
thall cercainly judge more rightly of it. 
4. In order to which farther, take this as 
a fourth direttion, Give a vigcrous oppoſition jo,;n he 
to ſinne univer(ally, and begin your oppoſption at opoſition a+ 
the very firſt ſpr:ng,and root of it, let no ſinnegannſt firſt | 
þ ſonles, and let not /{#rring* of | 
any fin have a ſeaſon to grow, but cur it off* ® 
fo ſoone as it ſprouts forth, No man ever 
came toa right knowledg of finne by indul- 
ging it, for it {till appeareth other then 
what it is to him , who 1s unwilling to ſup- 
prefſe it. As to the power, and ſtrength 
with which it worketh, and as to the wiſe- 
dome,policy wherein it contrive's it's works, 
it is more then evident, that the beſt way 
+ to diſcover them is by oppoſeing our ſelves 
to them ; rhe encounter of an enemy is a 
meanes to draw forth his power, and craft 


will appcare alſo a very ſuitable, and congru- 
O 2 


And it 


08S 
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ens way to diſcover both the ſinfulneſſe and the 
guilt,the uncleaniſe, and the danger of ſinne, 


both in the branches and in the rootes of it | 


by a timely and vigorous oppoſition of it. 
For whileſt we oppoſe it in the power of the 
ſpirit of God, and by the word which is holy 
and directeth us in an oppoſition, there # an 


21:creaſe both of an internall lightin the mind,C> |: 


of an external light in tbe w.rd,the one as the 
light of the eye which ſeeth the other as the 


light of the ſun by which it ſeeth, the foule- |; 


neſle and blackneſſe of finne. The word and 
law enlighten the ſoule which before was in 
the darke,and blind; and then the more the 
enlightened ſoule adheres to this word in 
oppoſition to ſinne, the more it {eerh of the 
purity of che word, and the vilenefle ofin. 
There is in the word a native fitneſſe to pro- 
duce this effe &, and a kind of naturall con- 
nexion between thefe rermes. Contraries 
illuſtrate, and diſcloſe each other, and whi- 
le!'t wee lay the word of God before us 
commanding one thing and our finfull 
hearts ſuggeſting an other, ſinne becomes 
in our ſight exceedingly ſinfull, ſo it did to 
Paul,Rom.7.13. Beſide this, God doth delight 
po aiſcover how ſinfull a natarall heart 1s to 
thoſe, who would really have a deliverance 
from 
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cm it, and bleſſed them in this oppoſition 
tothis end; and farther, thy oppoſition to 
it will be 4 meanes to take ff the temptation 
to like and plead for that which thou ſhould'ſt,, 
but haſt not diſliked and oppoſed; and it is a 
dangerous temptation to overlooke ſome- 
what of evill in that we have done when it 
is done, ſince wee oppoſed it not when it 
was in doing, men would faine be found 
not ſo guilty , where they are ſure to bee 
found ſomewhat guilty. Thou wilt be the 
more willing to ſee the (infulneſle of a natu- 
rall heart, when thou ſo oppoleſt it, becauſe 
thy oppoſiticn to it make's it ceaſe to bethine iu 
a great meaſure, no more I,but ſin that dwellcth 
in me,no more 1, but Satan that take's advan- 
tage of a ſinfull heart, &c. Thex who canſt 
oppoſe ſin vigorouſly, and heartily, needeſt 
n:t be ſo much aſhamed of it, and thex wilt the 
more certainly diſcover that fully which thas 
mayſt without ſhame, when another will not 
(it he could) becauſe he cannot but with 
ſhame. But why ſtay 1 on theſe? Chri- 
ſtian who ever thou art that heareſt or rea- 
deſt theſe lines. tell me didit thou ever ſee 


| the ſinfulneſſe of thy heart propending to 


ſin ſo clearely, 2s thou halt upon a victory 
over it? preſently after a Rrong oppoſition 
O3 to 


Lg 


6. Dad. Would'ſt thou know aright the ſin- 
—_— = fulneſſe of thy nature? then be ner a ſtranger 
ping cye,vo £0, nor ſeldome in a ſerious and deep bumiliati- 


—_— on, and ſerrow for this ſinfull frame, though 
cars, 
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ro it? Ina word, either thy reſiſtance hatch 


foiled fin, then on ſerious view of it, 
with all its circumſtances, thou haſt ſeen 
whart vileneſſe was in it; or if thy reſiſtance 
hath failed ot the ſucceſſe thou defired(t, 
and thou haſt fallen, yer upon recovery 
thou haſt ſeen, and abhorred that finning 
fin which hath ſo defiled thee, who fall's 
unwillingly into the mire, uſually ſees the 
more, and is this more affeted with that 
uncleaneſle which he hath rontraced. 


he cannot ſee bodily objeRts well, whoſe 
eyes are full of teares, yet he ſeeth theſe ſpi- 
rituall objects beſt, ' who ſeeth them with 
eyes filled with teares. He that was never 
duely grieved at an unkindneſſe done by 
him to his friend, never knew how great 
that unkindneſſe was: and he that never 
orieved, that he carryeth about him a ſin- 
full heart; never knew yet how ſinfull his 
heart is which he carrieth in his breaſt, For 
theſe well regulated affe&tions and paſſions 
are very ſagacious, and quick-ſighted in the 
diſcovery of that which is their proper ob- | 
ze, 1 
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jet. Thus well guided forrow (ſuch as 1 
now ſpeak of) can find out the nature and 
aggravations of that, for which the foule 
grieveth: and ifonce thou canſt bring thy 
foule to weep in ſecret over this inning fin, 
thou mayelt be aſſured thou already haſt 
lome degree of true right knowledge of 
this fin, and ere long (hoiding on thus) wilt 
get greater degrees and meaſfures-of it. FE- 
very tear thou ſheddeit will be a glafle to 
repreſent ſomewhat more of it, and every 
ſigh will be a blow at the door of this char- 
nell houſe, or houſe of corruption, untill it 
be broken open, that thou mayelt ſee and 
cleanſe it. Chriſtian, view all the remark- 
able ſeaſons in which thou haſt had any 
ſight and knowledge of this fin more then 
ordinary, thou that ha{t ſeen much of it in 
thy reading the law, in thy hearing the law 
preached, in thy meditating on it, or while!t 
thou haſt been. conferring about it. Didſt 
thou ever ſee more of it at ſuch times, or 
ever ſo much, as when thy ſoule hath been 
ready to melt into teares for it, whilelt 
thou haſt fixed thine eye upon it and wept? 
Call ro mind what Improvements thou haſt 
gotten to thy Knowledge at any times, I 
know little, if chou ſayeit not that Afour- 
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ning times have been the ſeaſons, and weeping 
eyes have been the ergans which have made the 
fulleſt diſcovery of this ſin, and added the 
molt conſiderable improvement to. this 
Knowledge. 7:4 was a mourner when he 
ſaw, and leftit for our inſtruction, that 
Fob, 14. 4, 10m can bring a cleane thing out of an un- 
cleane: And David was broken-hearted, 
wholly immerlt in teares, when he-breathed 
out that confetlion, that full and clear de- 
{cription of our ſinſull natures, which are 
, ſnapen in iniquity &C. In a word, get thee a 
veſſeil of Chryſtall teares, if thou wilt ſee 
how great the unhappy Eclipſe of thy glo- 
ry is. Men who would fee the Eclipſe of the 
Sun, chooſe to ſee it in a veſlell of clear wa- 
ter, and enlightned foules ſee the greatneſle 
of their Eclipſe belt in the veſſell filled 
with reares of Godly ſorrow. 

6, Wouldit thou get, and keep up a right 
Knowledge and apprehenſion of this inning 
fin, of this indwelling luſt? then goyne the 
Prat!icall Divine, the expericnuced Chriſtian, 
| r, andthy own obſervation to thy ſtudy of thoſe 

= it . authors wio are accounted highly fer their 
yheart, great learning. Do nor ſeek a right Know- 
ether men, Edge Of this onely from the learned, nor 
| boozs, Yet promuſe thy felfe a fuli Knowledge of it 
without 
| 


6. Dire&i- 
on. 

Foyne lar 
ning . and 


q 


| 
; 
| EXPErrence 

roguaher, 


The Naturall man's Blindneſſe, 201 


without them. I know others may have a 
Knowledge fall and ſufficient for them (be- 
cauſe they are not Scholars, nor mnſt be 
preachers) without enquiry into it, by the 
directions of learned men, bur you are Scho- 
lars, who may poſlibly be teachers of o- 
thers, you mult in order to a full diſcovery 
examine what learned men have faid in 
this: bur yer conſider that ſomewhat elſe 
beſide learning is requifice ro make them 
meer guides to you: joyne theretore Lear- 
ning and Experience together in rhoſe Au- 
thors you ſtudy rouching this, their Lear« 
ning enables them to diſcover the truth in 
the more ſpeculative, & notionall parts of it; 
their Experience enabies them ro diſcover 
the truth in the more Paracticall part, 
which hath moſt influence on the life. And 
if thou cant, (as I am fure thou mayeſt)find 
both Learning and Grace happily meering 
in the ſame perſons, and ſweerly flowing 
from their pen, in what they have wrote 
touching this matrer, Prize and ſtudy them: 
but forget not to ſtudy thine own heart ar 
the ſame time, who ſo wiſely joynes rheſe 
togerher for the information of a reachable 
ſoule, is not (I think) in much danger of 
miſtaking a falſe, and unprofitable for a 
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true and advantageous Knowledge of this 
docrine. In which there are ſome things 
difficult: and not obvious to every one, 
which/maſt be ſought in the Schooles: and 0- 
ther things Experimentall, and ſpirituall, 
which muſt be ſought at the mouth of a 
gratiousand ſanRified perſon. Their lear- 
ning will be a glaſſe to repreſent the one, 
their Experience will be a glaſſe to repre- 
ſen: the other part ro you. Their learning 
will inf.rme your judgments, and their expert- 
ence will diſcover your hearts to you, while you 
ſhall obſerve that your hearts anſwer to 
theirs in thoſe Motions and Proneſle to ſin, 
which are now the matter of your daylie 
exerciſe and complaints, as they once were 
the matter of their dayly exerciſe and 
complaints. In one word, in ſuch a com- 
bination, thou haſt the $kiil of a Phyſitian, 
and the experience of a ſick recovered pa- 
tient toxnforme thee, ' and direc thee in the 
very ſame caſe and diſeaſe. His skill can 
rel] chee the cauſe, with the danger, and 
cure: His experience can tell chee the man- 
ner of ths diſeaſe in its workings, and the 
ſure merhod of app!ving the meancs, that 
will not faile to heale chee. And thou wilt 
lay, who ſo knowes lus diſeaſe thus, knowes 
it 
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it aright: Pe you then diligent in ning their 
l-arning as Scholars, and thir Ex perience as 
Saints, and you may well hope to get a ſut- 
ficient inſight into this, both as it 1s 
' Frofound and deep, fit to be 
| ſearched after by Scholars, 
| and as it is 
a knowledge : Spirituall, Experimentall,and 
practicall in its nature and 
| right rendency, onely ob- 
 teined by Saints. 
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